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Lik . M. Finnigan?”
Pl 9 theyd be te rea: then?”
Novillo stomach had into s foet. Had ind? He wished o caen s fond's oy, saying had boen dore.
“The Dark Lord caries the blood of the great Siyherin P g families such as the Gaunts and the Peverels she hissed testh. ‘More pitfl
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g allof ther oyes barely visible as biue and white sis beneath the pufy sweling of two massive
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A . lips, and Nevil knelt
“Hero, drnk his.” :
“Winasphven?” | and
gnoring the taste, y i bowl being used
i ;e exlaned. ther Nore wa
mixture of Dittany, Murtap, and ot the rest—o, . t's Herbology.
e oveling vt oy sore Sown by neary half, and Nevill was pieased (o soe tra a o the battered and bloody mouh, though the two front toeth were st badly broken. When
bo Know?"
“What we saw, Finnigan, you ass, " Panat 9
oo Soam g ks o s ety Caon word i v o e
Neville nodded towards Ginny. , think
The younger girlraised her wand, wnder him. .
“Hold stil” Ginny's mater-of fact, Weasley had g
learned a t Fred '  we'd
Reluctanty, Seamus held st tip of her i " With a faint “pop! o raise a hand to foel his mouth,
pain.
one drop ata t “You have a brok a fow cracked ribs, nd
school yours, o black eyes, nd
back and think be brave (0 the poi pidity, and then we need in mind and make "The Voice supiised
im, and he stopped. i
Wo Novle: fora mine! r
“Yeah, wel.* Nevile mumbled, embarrassed, ‘Harry's gone, and so is Dumbledore, and so are Ron and Hermione and Dean and Justin and anather dozen from the DA, and anot hool. s

abeutas Ui and hr s S
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ey gecped “She's e Pardtonger
“No, she canttakk o them, orly make them do what she warts.
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“Thatd be. nd Iknowa .
Excited now, Lay ‘over the back of the couch.
“Hisd be Erse,nol Gaelic. tand : )
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back. “Yeah. | mean, know, wizards. Normal old Britsh wizards. Tu ut, conure you a cuppa?” |, summoring ‘across the room and
g

“But certainly, daaning..”
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Everyono laughod. & folt good, a warm burst of happiness and fellowship i the midst of he darknoss that had closed over al of thom, and s sides ached and tears
Kseemed like a and he wiped

hand.  and

! swolln face.
Nevill gasped. 's good, though. | mean. did she’ i tried. And N Protego
Dark Wizards.
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“Whatdoyou mean s me?” Panitaske
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e o H vrcs s pladng. G, Seamn bvens o vou osea o>

“Iguess not” Lavender said
Nevle i Reluctariy, he held up a hand, extending our fingers. “The way see i ore, You-
W, k 3
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“Two — Nevll conied, "Harry inds @ way 10 0 before the end ofthe year, :
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g0 o Efrr vy, o maks s propr bate of dity rick wo.
can tink of. Make them 3 everyone ltto Order,
cantoverup. e s, terms, and ignored.”
There was a ong, tsaid, aweek
b Colinvias right,
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Panatsrar o, g
'wm« e 8 Onfindor i 4o Lt o o o
“Isaid it s0
Tenope ot o iy brown eyes st i o Sl Vi urloscer”
Neville gaped at er.
“Alinfoorof Nl Bkm ot leader of the DA?" Ginny's ind Nevile was shocked (0 see She ginned, showing laid boys all over he.
Boy Who Lived, foet. - ¢ ot | irk a5 ofright
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! dormitory, iobing his “Whois it?” he whispered.
“Ginny”
L igh of relief the Carrows there had Nevllo crbad out of e b and s ovards e doarHo had ot made 13w ios acros e ltlack
and he et out a sharp yek. Bting back fow circle, grabbing his oot unl the
Grgery kvorng b ot o oo agan ek s vend * Lumos!™The tp ig familiar biue fght, and Nevile was able 1o see that his assailant was actually what had once been his own bed. With
s with funitre, Nevile the door and opened it. blur of red hair and biue and whie stripes, moving so quickly that he barely stepped
beckintme o awid bong i, Wit o0k you 5 o™ she Hssed
“Som Stebed my
bed now, her chest, and d er, he was Hor hair was in two long braids that fll

Fotoving v yoe eyt Ahor e Woon v v, id i withguso. and
her tone. I usually donit get hand-me-downs from the boys, bt things are. or

she explained, and there was a touch of defiant embarrassment in
So—Imean, :

She snorted. I 7d done that,

Ginny looked down,fidgeting with the tum-up on one leg. ' stupid.”
He strigged “vas up ey Coudr s

“Thad a righimare,” she confessed ° dr: messed things up . and his “The gl rush, her
Neville shook his head. “No, it doesnit. Parvati and Lavender g K d .
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“As much as they have been since Carrow frished with him.” Neville smiled.

Nodding, ‘ * dorm, then. :
Wait” He. she. st oovrmind
“What, Nevile?" her back Hor hands he looked smaler thar

0.2 lovel that seemed to choke him. For a her i,
“Ijust . what happened earier. e been thinking about t. You guys made a misiake, a big mistake” He looked pleadingy at her. “Just because | was the first one to say something, doesnit mean — you woud have figured it out, 1 know i, That
I cantdoth g
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Sho e o had 0 give the m: ew soconds, hom Spoke, her You know,
often than Hary, so i realy corfuses me."

Ne bhnked “What?”

Ron, your voice has changed, and | thirk you shave.

Novila s becen. Gyt
E

he roled her eyes. I time Iwas four, bra and s

“Idont st

I don't understand you, Nevile Longbotiom, youdo’s Ron, and even ho's not that bad. You seem dead sot on proving to everyone that youre worthioss, and woe be to
o v

“Yeah, | know," Stop trying for e had K Ginny, That

1000 0 et forut ey e ot
ant, and you know it”
T T i 1o So0d awve ht e s Usin s hght over h: b ofrrined o rake o 1 o what soamed 1 i o b r nescapabl . T m o alf e izad my Dad was. Ho was an Auor Ho and my  Novile sipped

Along momentgased, e feranoni . e e o we. e och s uprnl gt Wha ervocevas bt “Nevile,
is i7"
Sovas my o o hear s mouth. Ho. heart,
“They were after me. /.70 one vot s make Mayoe
Kids, or kids borm in July, or one-year-olds, or .. my parenis hid me ina closet. P concealed the d butif theyd said

where .. Ftheyd just

Fostaantiass O God. Gy, they ke thmforurgen o T Hesls— e body
ng. The.

protects il P hock, you pass out. you die.
itcope! Ftheyd just .”  and thorm!
Al the shame, al the pain, i y ornot : undithem in atight
ball as if toar|
ek of e pamas i dortpter. -
P been minutes, hous, or even days, run dry.On
slondor immediately b *Im....Tm'so sorry .. |don't know

Her face held none of the contempt or pity he had expected 10 see. insead, the brown eyes were looking at him with an expression so uexpected that he was at a loss to identfy it She reached towards him again, placing one smal hand
ot b

“What?" His voice was hoarse, aimost gone enirely.

“Hary's got half the wizarding workd patiing him and cal Fim about his paroris. Ron'  butits allin s head these days,
You 3 itwas there know has made
i 1ts amazing.”
“Ihaven', ough. [screw up everyting |y m ot a hero atal e protested.
3 s e - .
el
A S0 does Ron, g i e
§ ubo !
i her That s i happens.” E roaring o something, and
itgrowns out everyting efse and Ijustose i
Ginny came up behind him again, draping nd placing her fand e had gestured Newile. s who you real are - a brave, powerfd wizard, tho son of two famous
it ) ogetoutton”
He shook his head, g “
“Fine." She and her voice held a low, amost savage ntensity."Let's say youe rig
man What a1 you g0 10 60 8ok 17
halfincorfusion, hlfin defiance. “Trere's noting [0 do. Ive been ying for years.”
“No. you havent ow thi -
e by govs e sy ol i e v vaskiled morrow? ‘Gee, son, we're so glad o see that you've gif? Or maybe,
et eyl ok af e f 7 Or o ou Rk ot g o 1 bt b 3 o Sy e v Pougt | s . and else couid say, and | have ived every moment as
though you could
“Howam I:upwssd 050 "
“Fithad e , doing?”
“Theyd be in e Order”
“Sortof ke my parerts, her?”
He nodded. "eah.
“Tneywould want me o lead the DA, Nevile said siowh
ot oo was sofefow bu o o . S0 maybe s e 0 5t0p g bocauss oftam e ity
o and y fom im  but sat back on her heels and waiched as he crossed the foom 1o is bed, stopping
e reached under s square, pistand, we . bits of parchment, sparo quls, and ha-packs of paying
I Placing ‘rame on the top of the ighistand, he opered Dean, painied
Kwesar B e 5 Jing hi
camera bed, then ooked up. e explained,
her fost thon smiled. “ou were cute. She paused,

“Stilare,
Pping 3
Athin smile passed over s ps at the jest, and he pointed to the picture. His body felt odd, even alien, and , his shouders back, be




“On?”
He shook his head, then looked at the faces. Nevile heard s
thanit had ever been before, father's voice,

“war e

3 Tk . & member of e mustard farmily. o
and i P

of a popular native dish, which attempts {0 replcate the fla . ' P is a primary
ingredient n Pepper-Up Potion, used in cases of hypothermia .

had chapter before ck began. s best
bl bul row it was ven mor 50, t was o o the remained by the school’ aministration. Usuall, no e knew the material, he wouid always pay close atenton in

Protending s ake roles o il a it on e orch pog ribs. She jumped, rave He sighed. They had the
i sy Nevile woukl

Her ook was moro than answor enough, and she crossed her arms, kesping her atisnion fesoltaly on Professor SpTow, who was demonstating the proper prolecion nsaded againt both testh and bums when havesting leaves. As if by
dent, 7 are we?

He had the DA, but i st
5 Who told you?
Horeyes naver s 5

Im sory. vanted to tell you myself.
Dont ot T o seames unusually dark this time, and hen e realzed tha they were actuall bumed Inlo he parchment. Moreovr, hey were. conining b smolder expanding T oo dor palches as the interiors bumed away in

Nevie i ek st blackened | ' it hinkd

o he vas otherteachers, and suge of received it now fom prout of all people. “That's all ight, no harm done.
Nowas

Hirva i ot oopond, bl merel 1k e war aga. For & moront  Secmed o8 g A1 b Tappente, ar e v o e o of e Tobes grow warm,
20t con o Desperaal. o g cag Wby o, poid s wa a ol and e - Frotogor Th bing sensaton Sopped sty nd he U N g a iy, ndiciv S on Hanmans 19 as
Prfesso Spout anad agsin

+ Farvanaised her hand befors e leache cou ask him whathad happened. fm somy, Professor ‘it my faut. |tk I oped here. My wand just went
o oo sesged another partner, please?”

3 However,
bencha fow rows down. “Dean Thor longer ith s, iss Abbott, i :
“Thark you, Professor,”
leville did his ve for he rest of the class.
Charm o save th apidy puping plnt - ud sho sieacsty vgmred His atomps. Whats more, o 5 b e shay i ov S o 5 Nl . S 4 s soum s bos Scsannces i,
When the lesson had fnaly ended, Hannah was gone from the vennoine % oy ot v e for o had Apparated, before agimpse robes and long pigtails vanisting around a large.
Fry ush. Hara” e sk, “Wal
o, he was It bit peeved. She tied o sweep away, her chin
“Letgo, you . word bad enough.
eactons. o satetoq ;o foored s et ors o spoke STl ity Lok ot s Im i Hary oo ary i, s vy mad o No e But s ot
her 3
To his uiter s B Shouldr s your
fused atthe s.mnon ot todau ey 15 o oo aiersan 51 ey e 2
i , walling sob. Dumbstruck, he she grabbed up a 9 He ducked,
oot
and this time, he one of the larg inthe year. ‘Dot ‘Hannah' bludger!” she screeched.
f,but NO, I have to hear " A Snargaluf pod knee. Her. e o ot ko vy i s et rdod v ko

ime,
Surpise overtook safety, and Nevile stood up, bifnking. “What?"

nose, choking him. “She was up there for
overan hour st igh, ou il DI you ik e woukd e 7 No one woud s2y anyting?"
* Expellianmus k, Nevile heard He recognized itnstanty.

* YOU!"Hammah's cry was pure murder.
“The tentacies had choked off his air His attemps to inaround the edges of is vision, the last thought Nevillo was completely aware of was that it
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Nevle? Nevile? Nel,saysomething. 1 o sory leasesay somating Nole?”

dualy dawned, First
at

rather

ot oo was e e And third, that he had
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fowly his he: nd pushed himsel Hannsh and lite ways away, matching hair and robes
He touched face, Whata

“On, Neill, fm: :

o o shook e a1l I o procese v atrelyof wha e pappened. Nt stov. Tk v Connde bt o1 o

Well Gy eid ety Dermeza had  nsh on Dean”

Novill f

Eaciy He did not.

Trankuly, R he was a prat i she went back to and Demelza hated Cho, 50 she stopped crushing

onHary il o waswith o, b tensho wort back with Rogor,and st mado Hary okay o csh aain, S0 Domotzastas gmrg tor ot o ks o s P it break up with Doa, ad s s 1 go i Doan
agai it

I becass f1d kcoun,
X ing

y
sty ports one ooty Mekes potostsomme.

“Demelza told when, ike fve toid her now, we

wers aculylockirg afer Seamus ard makig plansor e frer g ..t by e vy, shesa es o, and she's g o e Eri ad e ahersafer e

Lite by it iko the sun breaking he hrizon on a badly overcast moming, o inh began [0 come lear. ‘Anyo ked at where Hannah was siting, looking deeply embarrassed with herself — ‘wanted (0 kil me, because orly a
ina language of . then “More or less." There was a pause, and then she tumed to Ginny as though kiling her had never even crossed her

mind.“Are they ahways ths dim?”

. o, .
“eah”

“Well, thats exactly what had happened, Hermione Granger had done itjust after the start of the Lavender fiasco, and they're not always ths dim.  they're Weasleys, they re worse.” She patted the older Huffepuf consolingly on the shouder
“There's always hope.”

Neville's eyes narrowed. “Hope for what?”
Hannah gave a great, deep sigh and siood, hand wp again. He did so, ug! ifthat was fom the him now
rd Hope for al oftis, Nevle. Hope for us.”

He nodded, “Yean, there .

e gtiogo : and bag, where, he reaiized, she
had probably dropped tn the ourse of saving his
Holine dowr pickingup aloase al nd i 1 b “Thark o by h vy

into place. ‘But | avati morring, so that's Ravenciaw, 00"
¢ Ihave it igued.

She nodded, u ‘Okay, il make sue
“Great. On, e caled afer her, tothrow :

Ginny gave him a very odd ltle Smile. “Well .. she said, " most o the time."
Chapter 2: Groving Up
‘Thera were 50 mary mor o thr an 1o ad axpecod. Nel had added up o remalnog mombers f th DA, ad tho rumbers had vorie im doapy Ol twahieof h ariginal iy wer sl e schol - scarcly anough o good

e Sinad o, teing s scap o parcmen vol e e retce 25 nough & Wl rooct o b  xpactart staes of 80 rary pais of eyes, Wel ..” i wica rsked, ad ha ciesod s trost,feing il s wih
“um w

a couple of s.”
Romilda or thick, “You don't mind side, do you?
“Not s just . “Iguess. 2 signin or someting, Thats wha Hary didastimo
On cue, the ai shimmered, and  neallysiting ina botte of E ot
o do that” and the words started K oo o caryarund whatsh hd donefor sy whn he e us o [
does time, wel, e won't have 7d probably be do to our families, and personaly, | think
9 coud have on your face.
hthe front d smirked. “That's a  mate, but il be ireak of yellow.” Erie cleared his throat indignanty at this, and Michael
“On, realy. i i "
food, Nevlle's fght, Rwould be —"
No. . “And before. X :

“You all read about Peter Petigrew after the ... you know, the whole thing at the Ministry. He betrayed James and Ly Potter, sven when he knew it mean they/d be kille, and that shouid have included Harry, 0o. I someone can betray his best
ither

Nevi looked down a 4 notes,reminding himse tat he had decided on tis before he Iosig 7 bogan Tt ek f arySalr. A1 e a1l e s sk cut 1 e, 6501 61051 v ok
.o bout 0 do. Colin,

i faot and m:ﬁnmun et
Neville smiled orly ten months younge 3 ich s i “Coin, lwan b do something, Theres 2 spelcaled te Fdeius Crarm, s ety complated, b | ik 3 urbest e
§ ho's f1dothis, you woud find
, Veritaserum, s 3 :
. ‘Even f”
Rilchie Cooe, a i befor E o

Thoon ot v showtimae sk ovs cotac i Soi

Thers uas ot h alrestrace of hesiaton.Td e fst
“Then

-rmug Wucsnl i " H

For ot s Novie pod tnowm o fo had brushed the k fom atthe frontof H was not tal,

i il apparot it W shkiars vl oadanes vt e patyou O o, cheekbemes o amerges o e b o S v hod 5 Sopth vt et el Grase 2 1t v ook Fom . el oree oot

finching. ‘He'd be a fool not to.”

Cointooka tumed, “We're all going to be used. This s a war; 3

now, fighting ourfreedt ed. 1 v valty. They mightdie. They know that

“Nevile's using every hero ciiid, and Ihad the privlege o know a real, bt that the people who
bout existed too. Beraying ) beno Ihad

Maybe thats stupid, maybe it's nal {5 true, and | am proud o be used for that.” j “Don'task /s using me.

be used for orleave.”
s was s ong sence, then Lurm soad 1 Lua Lovegaad incase som ofyou who st my s o my yearcort o e, | ik | an be s bacauss my e s th Quiler, s primary stemat, news souc of e

Tifind the inistry. Some of them arerit even known to the government at
ot 0 bo matorastc,coany” Erie boked a 3 as he got (o his feet, done rather well or themselves, and shall we perhaps say that the Malloys are not the only ones who can make.
ot 8
Ablonde, freckle-faced T Fritz Bagman. My Dad was a Beater for the Wasps, and fve
wands, : ,“or whatever.”

“Terry Boot. the fibrary, and four .
Boot raised “Miss Granger’ -
“Susan B * She railed of, nd her s kind of old, .
“Camelia Parkinson. My sister's in Sytherin, but Fm Ravenciaw. P it belong w their notat
wand-point. o ‘out | hirk tis affects alof

rd again, 5 “There was 1 3
bashiu smile. ) like Cor' . that would be a ot better, Otherwis for s,
figo -

frst charge.
To'ns supros, o parhmen simmersd i e ok of o eat v, e sas vy evnting id hen o e ot h Room of Reemert was dapig o i neds. Now e words e NevilLangboto — Comander

i A, i motioned him aside. “That was some speech, Colln”
younger boy shrugged, g y

Yeah, that' al 1 did on Tuesday, “SHil" he said, I it think of t s using on youfor the Fidelius Charm. | was honesty

“Exactly; . found out”

Coingrinad "So myour mant 3 "

E : He squinted

Evarymmg in e Room of Rquiramer ook ona vegus goken o i soemed o Nonto 55 oy ot S - pocoute . ot even Colin, who looked Ho took another

deep

Now he raced his wand careful i the air, forming the oulin of a cubo. The light soemed to gather and coalesco, contracting in and leaving everything oddly duHooking as it formed a gleaming golden box a e smallr than a deck of cards.
floating in mid-air. “Fidelius Impervium.”

rocessary o se! e spel. Coln Creevey s s wes bere\y e 2 whorn o o w25 socene he Sesrokongr o Durisedre s Ay o s o re oot vt wer o v 1k e 5 Tt vt o 0y

ind places of meeting? nature of the Fidelius Charm, and hold t o be true and binding upon you for all me, or unil it

isrleased by tho oo who laced tpon you?”

“Ido.

“Fidlve Fits. T bo e ot of ol fand,urin s imes i e i Then, i 1 speed an sonptres o e, ped ovards s ches ansing o s by drech owris bt Coingave ot gp, o s spne
hed ba ofhi scenis as hs eyes rolled back in hs head

o, an o ot e oo e arng on

“Colnl g . Colin had begun to i

He satwp, ifrying to birked twice, Kid who had “Wow:

leting ou -
g people * she smiled, "the rest of : andhe

et room,
“Right” He looked around as Coln scampered back o sit next to his brother as though he became a SecretKeeper twice daily before breakfast. Neville shook his head, tning o recover his bearings as he fished the crumpled notes from s
robes. Veah ... 50 .. looks ke Imean, we already have o they

wp, suprised

ust a class we were hiding. We're at war now, and we need a chain of command, as well things. well a

leave,

Lieutenant, Iguess, for each ho
He motioned towards Ginny. | thirk Ginny Weasley shoud take Gryfindor. She’s got eight family members in the Order of the Phoeni, and her brother’s with Hary now. f Dumbledore trusts the Weasleys that much, its good enough for me.
Gryfindors vote?”

face. Nevl i .
“Because,” he explained, A. st Lieutenants.”
Satisfed, :
Honds wert up scatiered roughout h room.and &myseemedkobe 1. She tumed the famous nd it curtsy
e she i |
i he crowd unil ho 2 wand idy."Luna?”
“Hmmm?” Hor 2
“Willyou take Ravenciaw?”
him, hand. "Not 10 be rude, Nevile, but, um .. Imean, | don' people, but "
sayeitiook at he pile of cushions.
“Okay. X .
ind Nevile reaized Lunar tentatively, "ou've realy
done that, Loon - | mean, Luna?
She sat s casuall. Oh yes. on, really. soliike o use a
Dty Nl s, v e LuraL. Ravenclaw:” He glanced around. *Huflepuf .. Emic?”

decision.”
m pzusad ensingged, ekt sarstyou ottt G bt e
“Actualy, sincere. s

ol you
the nicest jobs, and No offense, but youire not s likely any Goy streak, Emie.” To his relief, Hannah didn't ook angry at ths. f anything, she looked rather
touched. and he gave aninward igh of ol

satisfe and given”

“Great." Neville said, checking his notes again. “Then we just —*

s st coming by b Newle's i, a0 wor v apeared o e g copper coog ot s hac,ony e mouhchin, 3 e s of o btk aars vl barealh s strge himet. O ofRon's uistakatl Uy
Tasmarian Thm

the floo
Gy 0o s orccorm ot cice Doty
cicking his g crisplyas o the blark wall. His “Dobby has

use-olf
come tojoin the friends of Harry Potte, i
Allof “Does " Neville asked
“No,sif - o
E on Lord, and Nevile L v

potf fth ' o Y . which stared up the idolized Harry Potter. now, 3
i Dobbyhasfomed HELP. o

Thossenes b Liverat Poter 3 can” His eyes narmowed, . 1o salt heir food! And we do not clean their
: .. sometimes, i

vl barely maraged to keep a straight face. "You don't dare.”
Dobby rodded ol O, s, Nowle Lorgatom i We aro ost s, Wo wlasit o ferce D o join the bate!" He made and thusting motions with the
him, and




to his feet again. Dobby 4 This 3

Dobby looked crestiallen, and - though. 3 nd Galleon,“as a real D.A. member, 50 you know
nd the. i ¥ 3
e rourd yos brimmed it fearsof oy, and vl had th breaindrven o i as the s neck. hug of gratitude. “Oh, yes! Yes! Dobby will tell Hary Potter's riends everyting!
Everying
iy, 3 “Okay, now you'd
et 9o gl et aryoneshcees o
Juted the assembled D A g LPwil see
rooms 3 . the effwas gone.
There was a ong silence, “Well its good
easily. - r
 and , lauger, Doboywas there. time, and away,
Their Over the Veterans and
colapsed. 3 3
d i hopes, and fears, but they were all there for one reason: le and what vas
ight. woud ind maybe, ust possibly.
Ho wondered if this was how Harry had . fithy pub in Hogsmeade, and he fiond was now. Somewhere he was certain. . wiling Harry and the
Wnenever, wher
'New\le" fitn 89 voice, and Newte his robes as his bag hitthe thud, “What?! Who?” There was.
said tha
s me, Lma Az she spoke agai. e recagrzad e wice, iy s by e amor itinpesd
“Where a
; o -
ther q He decided to play it safe. “es, what's going on?"
“There: Quibbler trs morming. The toknow. g
Notyet. . and | don -
worthit,realy
Takmg 2 doopbroah o conidaod it ora momer.Ewou b risy, ut anyng m could get Luna L d 50 worked Afthough, he thougrs, f i What
Crinkde-Homed Thingy, I kill her. “Al right” he agreed, bt M call the Lieuenants.”
breakd L itonce had been.
000
He had butithad proved i it had very time he had been in there before, it was now o
larger than a modest siting room, sumounding 7ol rcking e T b of el Svo0 houses und Soov o Sons mar, o b, prctenr, s i hr
shining si the table
Neville looked Emie had i s haic 3 K
nd nose, her sleeves rolled er hand and forearm. Only Luna seemed to have not boen caught in the middle.
s L
s about Harry”
i he allright?”
9 he them onthe table i font of them, Quibbier.
. pirted to Safety!
- " she explained,
no chance
“That's him." Luna tapped the photo with her wand, indicating the tall wizard. “t ooks lie the Death Eater, R Yaxey, and
hi - that ook atit”
“And Mafakda d Hary, ftte dog.”

g Tknewit!
“Did they get away?" Ginny's voice was barely more than a whisper, her face pale as she trailed her fingers almost wistfuly over the newspaper. Luna nodded, and her eyes closed. Neuile thought he saw a gimmer of tears beneath the thick,
opparylshas, and she et a i ke . Hooshve
He wondered f on her shouider, giving it smal, comforting squeeze as he leaned in over the table. “You'e right, Luna, that s fantastic news. Do you have any.
07"
She shook her head. “No, but fm sure we can figure out @ way 1o smuggle them in. Tl put Ravenclaw on L, I there's a spell out there that will get them in past the new securty, we'l ind i | can get ths one because my Dad and | have Encrypling

. , who! iing a bit el ° old chey .
Neville frowned. “What do you mean?”
“Well, of course, 3 nd lotof requests. itseems.”
“Hows tata problem?” Ginyasked.

¥ <o.
“Alof o Newlo wss iy
“Allbut six.fo b 3
Bt o
His chest, :
Nl blushed, feeing abrupty stupi. m sory. ol have —
tsualy o Fouse tal s out o s, o on's gong o prlend you's ol Emio gavo  rospecti 1 rod k . and he was. Brave, smart, good-ooking ... everyone.
K tothe butwe're
e ones o rover v ik of g . 0 mater it
oo . .
Well” g : but Ive 1t there. 1 used my hardest, that
3 Imean, 9 R tosave.
the school” He pointed to the yellow and biack badger banner hanging over th fire.
rds Nevill. “Thank you Truy” Then he smiled. “And good to hear, a5 you e Up 10 your eyes in us now”
“Iguess lam ! Hannah, and two mre from forth,fith, Huffepuf for
everyone :
el Gyl . 3 - 3
g o !
ety bro) says here that they 100k a locket from Umbridge, according to Mrs. Cattermole. When | found Harry by Dumbledore’s body tis spring, he

Tt ke b, e o Crmd Pece, hre s 3 ocket ooy coud open. ey bt a K of woirt Do s Her eyes fashe vy an her small and curied it s, siriing against the tale for emphasis. s oo

“Did you get a chance to see what t looked iko?” Nevllo asked.
‘She closed her Rvas siler. Itink itwas 'S'"
Luna's protuberant eyes widened. “Oooh, S’ for Slytherin, maybe’

Syt Seker Srargald,wrlewr . uyvas Hary wilg o ik eeyng o ot (7 Novlesared it he migh find that he tre answer. going o defeat Jowely at
What would
There was a o pauee 8 thoy all consdersd s, Lun's mouth opend severalimes s i she wee g0 say someling, bt each me she stopped, shakig er head ncmissal befre resuming e stareat th ceir, il Gy
spoke. Hor face was ashen. “Maybe not what. Maybe who.
o
“The happened because i There was a diary. k used to belong to Tom Riddle. That's who You Know-Who was before he was YouKnow-Wh, only | didrit
Know that. g 3
her hands . taking tuming her o face him. what's past. op 0 0ne was kiled, or
N v, Im guessing, the. -

She took a deey hand and tossing puled sgether again. “Tom Riddle was the Heir of Sitherin. He...he possessed me. Made me do things. It wasritjusthis diary it had a sort of ving
memorycfhim e s poa] but stronger
b .
Kiicd gy iy X barely audivle. ... oh. God,
Emo suore that 3

eyes seemed to have gone uitery dead now, her voice toneless. “When his scar hurts him, Luna, Nevile, thats tthe Mi He
icked Hary. ik it Harywaris o get himsel possessed to make ihe only wizard Who. Hary is going to become him to stop him. i he has.
ekt mayoe o' aksacy dor
“Idon't think so." 3 memory-

keapet ke e e 3 :
ook e had quickly,forcig fis voice o b sron s coniort o n sl 4. Mol Wo cat 1 s’ s mnmg it way - ho's o0 many 15 ore I ookt s Sinriia. ¥ 9 gt memry g i . Hary ot

Dosseceod

e ooked it Gy o had puled e s p Lo e chest and st i e cha,lookig very tryndeed. 1 i Lura s r s |k o ittt what o ket s, bt cor ik Harywoud take ay chnces of g

ow-bo, ik doesnit
Tono ot ouunitne
T Roam Roqutomo Luaask
No. i Fow i ho op e el ofSgror s e o loked arund, foronce, “Remember e fod us DA ever met. The Sword of
Gofindr oy neds e swor,and o fve e ogvars”
iy, g orverc Mpe ooding o her eyes even as the color retumed 1o her cheeks. e rgh, Nevle! K's the Sword! I e gets the Sword . oh. 001 Only the
Eme frowned X
g 2
E Ravendiaw o an emindd s M ept i om b sl 9 s e Swerd ough-
“Maybe. Nevile agreed. : he Sword, and trt’ ohave o ight 1
- e thought y oy e, s soo f 1 il you ™
g . - )

By Newlele ot v g,

“That's lovely. s in Sra

o atked Erie subtorty

Weh s ot gog o b 2 kel oo g Iners” iy s
we help. 4

inking back into s chir.

e
“Soitakes wecks r months.” Emie shugged. "We work from the inside, ho works from the outside, and whoever gets 10 the Sword frst, i al or the beter a plan,or we have a re
“Neuile, you'e : 3
Nl ol st e ge . o v ke 5 o o s e o a0 05 Vo A fighters, any day now, any more. m going o ask
s a tar” Ho reached o 1 L Ravenck first every spellyou
whatovor .. as o 5
- ; bitsnippily.
K o Trats e how to aim the blasted thing. Second, anyhing you can get about Sytherin having a locket.” He tumed to Ginny. | want anyihing we can get o try and
been his house, and he's Youre a gir, o this 3
about im for the last six years. Anytmlg People have seen, heard, read, or been toid. And ifyou oftis
and help him.
“With pleasure.
Neville paused, noting the assignmenls on the parchment, then turned to his last Lieutenant. Emie, Im going il those years before we had Harry as Seeker is because they.
play diry. You guys always tum out the best athietes.”
" Emie p gl .
“Exactly. And fighting is about ust a5 much runing and ducking s tis Hexing and Charms. a pinch of boy.
used 1o b fus aren harm”
“Ihope , dear chum”
Neville looked Atthe top, the words. mock him, He looked up again, meeting Eric's eyes as a great wave of exhaustion seemed to crash over
him. Emie, being sore s the least of my problems now”
'She's not human, | swear. * Lavender Brown gave the center of the table a look of the decpest longing, then sighed, saring down at the apple that sat foriomly in the middle of her plate. I mean,
. either”
sicing hor “Nevile, o die. Harry never r
“Mufliato”
b 2 g ‘And
you*
o verst ters Lavendr arvounced ing marred one
the biokes. fd Look - He held hand, and the edge. "~ Im st shaking. Did either of you need to ie your shoes with magic tis
moming bocause youwere 00 ors b bord ove™
heard Panvati g ke Ignoring ber,
neaped o o nd, tird, your
0 pudding,
e s g e mrmgted b e Souadof  ros oanna o < . Nevle ok 55 o fost, ik fe. Nevile's hands
chair il fled
Ho toachers. : table, ooked anything other than inconsed, and Novillo alowod the tiniost
of bitter smiles. IS no ust us. you are, y , vell all make you pay. Lits you any more, because
back.
Sience. Th arderw ded s lip curing ino
2 fmiar et .t d o than one week [ ok tsk. The Dark Lo Yo ighly
nyoudo, v soane:
. setiing table. For. Nevill butthen he 1 o
hisleft.
M. profoud Miss Lovegood” tumed to the. - “thought she wouid ndiion of her Dark Arts teacher, which was
itercepted and dest M. Creevey” t found fim - as a talent nd
‘Snape strode around the stafftable to stand in fro, one o o o e W e s i e pa. e Heads of s have ssured me maters, here as a teacher,
certain ..” he casta y | who bristied, 1g ina thin e of fry, to misbehave. P
Vo paused, hen smiled humoressiy."Motivating.”
Behind him, the Carrows slood, There *Allof you,” Snape went on, "are L been allowed
st bt he Dak Lot ras hqhev expectations. | suggestyoulve o hem.
the tables bare. rad q table
Some of .
” whispered
e stom ofbeesrad boen g o . s he mag?
Novlo roddd gl Twe's b
one o was trembiing and looked as at any moment.
hist®
"Theres no cholce. He's the Headmaster; if he thinks that discipline needs to be tightened, he do i I fis right, fike t. I mean, we're ust kids.* Colin gaped at him as though he had uttered a
Slytherins, he mouthed, and was refeved to see nderstanding dawn on his friends' faces
il practice my puckering up,” sald Seamus wry.
- * Ginny had joined thr g ol . you' i for her face.”
b Finall
 tossi protending fo pr “Oh, Idon'tknow. | ink g
back ather. ust yourself?”
m more than you can handle, Finnigar
Neville alowed the laugh this e, and ke old he back and forth whie stairs to the entrar Tower. The Fat Lady looked as

*Password?"

‘Blood Status.” Nevile sald,
s so0n 2 e portait e had hulbefind o, Grfindor seemed b malerize from eveyuhers afonce, and Nevlle found sl sutoundec, h batie of iy veices renderg any didual aesto, ouburst, o demand utery
mearingless. He spread Bac

and dropping We allheard it ljust have:
fothink”
, fesling ‘They expected him to h: ty.and for everything, as if
o .

Finall, he opened fi i ooked up, taking had formed a circle around him, waiting as iffor same grand revelation. The idea that had formed seemed pathetically feebls In the face of al their

tations, b i b had. “Im going iy s

frowned, “Nevile, -
s e oty wey” Ho trugged buLhe wice was im. 3 1mean,
who could have guess o do? We. tomper” planring it coud e drape oo o

r anyting, really
T sogor et acad o ot 8 srs of o wer st s ncomicals v e god oo s sl av sveriors i ok el h vas gh.Fina, Loendorshok hr hoad. | dort know. Wt i s
something terrble?”

* he retorted.
Youcart” Luas Panat who spoke,and albogh orvico was Lo o w8 T 1o ot o acro h cbosk of mutering hat i como beind s st sfemert Sho ook slop vt and Nowl o i as e saw hat
everything inher bearing had c

you do i, Nevile, wewon\rea“y v what ho Gartows wl 6o 1 e 108 0f . You were atre My the tower, o matlr what e

Nevillo shook his head. "No, Hworit et
e o e ot oy Tosning i aciden ferocit "Why?"

He floundered, “Well youre -
agir, safe?" Parvati spat."Or or
The mertion of Belarix sent a hot flush info Nevile's cheeks, but he bit is ip, looking down a the carpet fo avoid the infersity of Panai's stare. Feeling comered, o gaod around tho acss of hs assmate, bt ony mac o growng
certainty that she was right intensif. The thought of using one of the younger ids was 100 repellant to contemplate, and allof the seventhyear Gryfindors tha rer had poirted out, reasons o draw unusual fury down on
hemselves. y o Slowiy.reluctanty,he nodded, and s voice was a rough whisper riefiectudembriotiot
"Good kK bette
000
. and Moy v e s il o e suoc e st of comseon haschars

buthe ‘growing hope that she would not show p. He didnt ik she would her sick?

Maybe she hiad sprained an arkle ona lick step?
pen. Panvat . lopping her "

o Lavender Brown.



and looked Jnnaeroe, ‘Sony In lte, Prufossos sho salc alrl, -
g “No, Miss Paiil |oughta thank you.” he snesred. “Fer ltif me demonsirate to

the class jes”
For the first time, Parvati noticed the dead body at the head of the ciassroom, and her eyes fickered to the pictures stil on the wal from Professor Srape's tenure the year before. The bloody mass that he had indicated s the wrath of the feri

look away, but he coudn',

red ke an age, e p his wand. She closed hor oyes, her the desk, P o raised e face to him.

Lot see . His coarse voice was a el pur. "Mister .. Nott*
s staring "Yes, sir?"
1 donft ke wastin the chance ta teach” “Miss Pail canleam !
we need here, ‘Dark Whatsis.”
s, sir"
) . still eld and
he closed his eyes. I e High and shii, s own. )
d ind angushed
He couldn' look. Aleady, he s mind. bad being tortured. itrarc tero, and
mohervay.
ngible thing,  and clear
000
“Calm down, mate. A person'd think Parvati was up there havin you baby o look at you.” Seamus spoke sootingly, buthis only reward was a dirty gar o id stides, running s
tothe girs' dormitory, hating st ther 3
o vommoyh o eraron T o oy Shook s head regrefly Notchance,
. . ) .
" staring side by sheer force of il The [

s my faul! s all my faul”
oy mow s v arabvad i by 9 uppor e o g i back a1 Nowt w108 1. Horels Gaep, o 1 nd i Soams was i Songer an ho d imagihed fom someons alla had shorte and a good iy
pounds ghr tanisal.
Letgol Lotgor
methir reelysmpwd oo Nevile tisted but i behind him now,
Torts caim, and howing ofthe restraining hold and whiring around, wand at the ready.

tnficus Totalus!”
The aloo-amifar sensation of complete immobilly seized hm, and Nevile oo o e ron, bl 1 50 i a ik  fngeras Seamcs feand over i1t want 1 do et male, bt youd blody st and o have you
raisin enough ruckus 1o bring the Carrows in”
Nevill hoped that i but ed “Im goin'to take this,” fingers, “and then fm goin’
the Body Bind, and we're goir ' on down here. She's Alight? One

0, and body tisfed o 3 He fhad expected to
‘and allithad left befind was a Shaking, he rana . startled

1o feel that it as sick with sweat."I .. m sor

“No worries.” < :

. “Whywould 4

“True enough”
He got

long “Idon'tgetit”

“Wha:

“You were there (00. You saw, you heard ..” He couldrit iish.

“Dean.” “ . and he's s Mum calld i. 3
A il over,and it inmy head. ‘Seamt “Nevile's nottakin his well, 5 i him,

oryoure allas good as wandiess. Trat helped, odd enough. o So Ginnyand o Panvat, and ourfeariess :

0 i DA

“You carit” The shock in the 3 - . youre sayin'
because one person got punished?!”
i Neville &

‘and now youire givin'up.

o,

“Ive had it too! And s Finrigan!
Hobroke of,and s Torce himself (o speak e stared They had the room to the

the fow other:

o

e i fm ot going
secass ave o proveTm geat. e ot et a1
“Bloody hel o Nevile, “Trats ..*
i "
Tt oo s s “Butifwe's 3 ] 3
Neville nodded, ! 9

. and thats a teribe tring. But they o their heads, sure as if they were dead. | don't go home 1o peace. | go home to Belfast
s’ voice chol ta pleadi
be Hal-Bloods, and then he'll find somethin else 10 hate, and somethr after that. People who're

hi o myife|

e i e on o8 s 4 s e wi Musgleoms, 'l move an o e Mige o e o e’ o i o

ce,

rm s

' 3 i “But | know that mysefinthe i 1 dorit reckon and y
ot
Kot oporce s mosh i ooy bk oo v coss 530 ey, ot e soundof a oor oponng i a5t w1 apd o el o, i stin 6 1 50 Gy sl o o . She ke s, ans

ys Spoke at the same time, and she raised a hand,
'Parvsu oo 1 b oine e ucnbterof e o were, Sesmus o 1 ot mre cretve thn st Cri, b s vas st some b brising fom when she was thrashing around. That awful smelly green goop Nevile made
cleared

it him i a oly-Logs  bracing ‘She's not
he's not ither | hirk she's awhie. s K
“Yeah." The word came out weakl, and he shook his head, trying allright
Nevile?" k i7"
Ho p: of ad thrown it At last he answered, though he was unable to mee either pair of eyes that he.
. though.”
as abad a it hesitar, a it more than

i Mot aesodt scoss oot el Pmoal 28 owepthr o et i ol e e oo of ot o o e v o eI < il o s nck g thtvis vodert
Gl S an 1l an ety a1 3 ks s alve. St or o, el TG cah i s o 5 1 ookt it ook at hr, kg Perin 35 ough h ety of e being ters cou cown h memory f e

 eyes, and she was fine, more than fine. She was beauifi

Nevle et 2 siange cching senston i chet and e was sudely svere ot o vlig & s o smal, decale body dlose agait s, he skin hands. He had ne:
y most beauifl
oyes on, und er s
i , and p o slide Thenit
His mind and

broke apart he gasped, his eyes wide. ‘Panvatl
oo o pced e ogerovr e vt Tk o’

He biinked, “Forwhat? :
. Iwould break. i youlet me do that, You... lcoud
hear you down here yeling.”
“There's nothing to forgive.” s heart loyoutoserd e, o anglobe o greateader |k
He thoug! Toleave
Then she kissed him again, and again everything else melted away. His skin had taken on a ife of its own, a puising, hungry thing, and he had ly the years since
coming to Hogwarts. R was  man's body he wore now, tall and broad-shouidered, hs stubbled chin scraping as they kissed, missed that she was no longer a e gi, but a woman whose body was
3 and this was hell, and this was heaven, and he was a d i
the old who he thoug o matter. He woud
1nd somehoy
“The worst had happened, 3 Instead, t had begun.
Chapter 3: Cat and Mouse
“Ae you sure they're down, Dobby?"
s, si. -
It wishwe had Harry's map,” Ginny muti
"W o ot ings, Now let's go over * He looked around at the circle offaces, then tapped his wand against the map of the school spread out on the
There were nods al around, and Nevile made a small satisfied noise, then held up hs fake Galleon. * wrong, don' ‘Squeeze it twice and f there. Kl tum cold for the rest of us, and that means one team has.
bout itfour restof us -
2 ko we had heels, finished Lavend
“Exacly. Now, there's fourteen pairs of us, and only the two Carrows and Snape. wha, twenty of s will get ploase; he look at his
Justrun. Hopefuly butif it does, we need Please.
Aftr a reluctant pause, a mumured chorus of ‘yes' and ‘al fight broke oul, and he took a deep breath as he stood up from fis chair, eaching ino the pocket o his . no longer sripe ifindor, but
Soid black. to cover your' t \nd take your ©
Ginry, 3
Ginny dug inko her alarge swees orio the table, f Weasley's K " she informed them, *but if you spit it out, your voice goes.
Rdoesn i that bad, eiter -

Thay ach ook  plece. ad s e popped o s rouhhers s & bizao z2ng sston, s though h had st sucked the foam f a fagon o utlrbasr Whan he spoke agln, e oo sounded s e viers taking rough a mouth

Trbre s hay of Sy a6 all s o pocple e ek socoe :mu o wams bl sookces,wappingScaesarurd i s and rrapon g, Nelewas leased oS it 0 one ke i, vl s

ook an e faces of Srape and h Carrows i he momig when ey it i S cstrsom and . oot o o oo St v e o 4 ISAGL 0 Bmenet vt o e ek ey
missed 50 m.

, checking in he prouted for visible.
oo 1 1o v k. o bl chackes ey Emie Macren. bolore sbring o being used o freely - a dozen times inten
days, and g about
Atlast, witha minute 1o go. y
black, id their faces and d Tobes. d
his wand towards the ceiling. ‘Dumbledore’s Amy"
im, and o Theyallmet
 even biinding inifs intensity.
2 begun.
000
il had never . the orly
W Sping ik o he rescent moon i Gccasonalwindows iy passed, e famikar el became uter aien / every breath and he
, he coul Ritched, but e refused o stop and toh it
His Lieutenant nodded in understanding, and Nevile raised three fingers, counting down and then ficking his wand at the huge brass hinges, concentiating cham. He
le puled, and he had
They opened ie bo, fthey had o run, he didnt want o have to
remember o unlock their only escape route
. g d their mail,
fom ot houses K as . sunit or glowing with the bobbing above the tables, flagons of pumpkin jice and trays of tea and coffee aways at hand along with

‘whatever snacks the house efves had cooked up- ay.
Now. hovever. e oo was utey dsaied, e abes e oy s mediovabookingraervan sy ard e, The chamed clig was r, g, e svred oo skdg nard o behd ok st hd e srs

kg  doop broath,Nowl motonsd o Emi, ar o e b ot . croucig o o s st on hands and knoes along the edges of the room Denenin e il wincos, When thy il met s e fa nd o e Hallbohin o

Nevill had “Then, for al the fe .
fghfor e . The sange g s, it ifhe hated the it ths where 1o have vieigh, E oot o 3 mach o 0 namot wepenany

Staning, e i ' ha. Flagrate e g, anda et of rang gt sot ot of o e of s vand,
ookl v e dakodos At St s e o, Evie 1o <o g 8 o oet e Sowy o 1y . speling out
firstlotters, hen words.

Long Live Harry Poter

mber Codric Diggory
Atlast, hoir task was done, Their
power for

! trap door. The slow, delib
Ores, i, v, fourmas. Hs o qunescd o Galoo i pocketof e obes o5 boqn s b e rlssad & Al cvr o clul v e ko st of e DA ok e e et o oy nd e bt ot g

ppenas. Trey b b buy ime, sme for . 10 restore color o robes, change ito pajamas, pretend to be sleeping in harmiess.

imocence.
Slowh. e, Ei doig e of the room, a smirk tuisted nto s tin face as he held them at wandpoint. “Out for a itle
evening vandalism, are we?” Snape asked mockingly
“Hex yourself” Emio spat, ; invertion.
Castaly, wand, harsh, spolit glare. Neuile drew back, raising hs hand involurtarily o shield his eyes as spots burst and danced in his vision. From somewhere beyond the biinding
whileness, " 15ee. Your :

4 i ight “mped—"

Nevlodove taingacariagof o pksocond opprrty 0 How himsal 1 cover i th al, ey oaden sheld o th Headasts i Ho didtcao wttTappanad o it krew hat o orgr o kept Srapo ber, e
sl

Desperately, Neuile's mind raced e ki g get him out of this, then suddeniy, he noticed a with si re
recogrized it a plan came to i, reckless and haffformed, but all he had. Quickly. “Waddivassi
the and s he shouted, “Expulsol
He had lunged, the contents into the air.

Tho Great Hall was instanty plunged info e, inky darkness.
For a moment, . . seeming rberate, it issued \ from the

set. “Poor Nevil . fotal flaw. Ten scoops of beetle 1d of  tenth of a sc00p. Atiempling 10 sip a potion to he Potions.
Master of fouteen years.”
Neville it is fip, e ight He had  and pi
hi

No, no'moro childish errors. He says ho recognized howyou finched, but he doesnt knowfor suro its you, does he? Thats why he's baiting you, becauso if you get away, he sil wont know’for sure who it vas. He's waiting for you to say
your

y
s Id doors b . stopped him cod, i e awtu, noise. e
nother, the most vivid
Voo qick it Once again, to come . making it impossible Hi
Snape was behind him, ight befind him, He closed his eyes, taking a long, Rmade the. s eyes, creating the be
there ifhe opened thern.
iforming them all “The
il Henmocer ot 3 maiae. Longiotom ke smong lore, Ao 50 o oo a5 Vo e orger ke e anyiing o i ers Lo . v ey vouk e s, Yo' isorened, ncerain, e
Sticky situation.”
His hand tightenod on his wand. He was. traPped He wanted to jump to Ns foa s i of o wort b s he e go o .t e e ol bac. This wascatand mouse, b Nevle Fought i a g e, is
his wand. Muflia
“Poar”Srape's ice vas o, Tokena po have you? choice, But Didn't Iell you
sse my own spells against me?”
Nowll had o otion, Wi anther fick oftis wend, e gt Povimis!The
wand began o vibrate n s hand, and he exended It cautousl. feeing a ms wblahon rested bocam oo, hrde 56 PS8 SO st w1t . 0Lonng o o h v e Sk s s o
Darkross Powder oo o, and using the wand s feet and began o move intiny, Fhe coud just g eachot o
itwould rapped
o but he forced ot Better one of the He took another step, sweeping the wand back and forthin
man, feeling
Then another wice rang ou, o swalowed invisibly, the spell sizze the air, and he braced himselfor the impact, fo the notringness, but there was only the mufed thud of a

body hiting the foor, and then the voice again. “Aeolum!”
‘With the whisting how of a winler storm, a gale blew through the room, neary knocking Nevill off s feet wilh s force. The hood was ripped from his head, and he felt is robes snap and ripple as he tumed, curing his back (it his hands
Cliching the ighty, $ Y them,

found that he could see again.
The pe black-robed and hooded, Relief swelld
ven as he flt a twinge of fusiration that they had disobeyed his orders. They started forward toward: " Geoet i nd o e e e, motonng om bk Dot oo
anything! s charmed! You'l sick!”

{ching b that he had barely made ita few paces from the staffable, . he crumpled, rofessor bitter, vindictive thril

g

n pping “Ennervate.”
' \ and he started to st ‘Snape’s down. We' Justrun.”Emie gave a d ltting the other

boyto his feet.
e sprit through the jumble of funiture was fike running a minefield. Tight comers, , dead ends again. There was no way out. Neville swore. The chairs had formed an absolute bartier, and

teven Luna or Ho paused . ar "
s g s shodr o et s Locorus?

Neville noddet i,

e vl Sl o sro0s 6 bl of s 5.1 41 prOoay o Boamalok P wih s Wi o e e ek Fomaong ot o st S onsie merman e Bagron s v o s g o . v
3 oot of their two resc

The Emie nto the air pel, pared the pain of landing, rathor ol oot a fot. Nevilo was aboacy staning, bt s figh arm was ot rosponding




t had ire, but right now, it didn't matter. d

There was o steallhrow They crashed trough the doors of e Great Hl and au o e anty Way, hon aused. 56 56l of eyes amod 1o A, andre uring o Eml. Doun, By the lightof
eyes of her pariner, Tory| R

Seaveay waling o aregh 1o ee . v of s st D o b S5 s Gefcor vt g ho a3 . B o e reacmd e severt oo st of o, & i et Gy was e,

Yuvos Sehmi, and Coln v hero wi Nevlos plamas in s . Hi murod Shoderscreamed in oot b Nevle G0 Gre. WIbout 3 hought o who ight b i h GomTmon foom of who ight 506 e stipped down, grabbing ho
folowed thvow

He was gasping for P it houses, s his  buing puises, but he was laughing. The mission was a
He had done it They had done it. And tomorrow . wel, that was tomortow.
000
Panatis 10 Novill pulled back, scrowing up his face as he hissed in protest. She rolled her eyes, swatting him on the chest.‘Oh, stop it How am |
Nevile smiled uefull. “ou i :
i " She took bilng back wand. Now hold sl and I iss it betler aflr.
X o : toethn.
hoaing had Thoy both froze, breatriess, as Seamus climbed down from where ho had beon
sitting onthe end of hs bed and answered it
To Nevile's refief, but also. it was Professor H the.  and he scariet s he realized the position
.
Seeming 3 jumped o her feet, smoothi “Professor”
Fanyii “Settl down, girl
i 1~ She paused, her ips. :

ver occured to Nevile, He woud

ask Ginny lat howe ind “Professor?”

“Argus Filch
came o seo m tis momig at st past {ioun 180 ot ke 0 bo awakened so carty, and oven loss 50 when it 1 tol me my classroom has been vandaiized. Apparenty, someone had carved the names ‘Ronald Weasiey and Justin Finct

ey
Nev\ILe e frce an xyessionof ocerdshck i s fce Realy

faut today”
i
A . . o- Nowshe 6d ol He o s
e stopped.  him silent K M Longbotiom?”
‘again."Afow pounds, 1guoss ... 10l much.
. Perhaps th kind Ao never
He nodded quicky “U .. yeah.
“Iuillbe sure to make a ol oft And Miss Patil—
fom her colar o her aifine. Y, Professor?”
p
P “Of course, Professor.
“Very el g ‘door,butat e last moment she siopped. As sh urned back, Yo
“One st ting Ihad
ime they went to breakfast, Nevlle's shoulder was healed well enough that he could sing his schoobag the skin beneath is robes, and they had
oo e oot o 61 v 1 It o et Hconbgare oo, Nors o s 5 A W boeh sl . Sl propay and b nccs & ot o ik crdn o) Growing Somecrs 4 oy g ot vy

downstars,

g He grinned back. Snape, itwoud
“The feeiing of desp: Yo a focing moming mist. i the very. defiance. Allaround him, e names were
first-year.
the ks of Hany.As he looked around, he caught halfa dozen more of e sar
ot at for s Gofindons, o o e Sodonts who weren't even in he DA e Syborne, nowerer wors g i wih oxroeson ofopon e, on0 B S0 bumped into him raher 00 hard fr accidort, Seiberatoy
ignoring the —
Fseamed et somanon, e had picked 3 to duck his leader, and he setted for something in the:

Too moment o cosead . e, owever, s hear sopped, and al color e fom s fac. Al aroun i s hough  Sencing Gharm had been cast, comersators wer aling f 3 a,an any e Slyber soamed abe o

Crape st e oacnasot s it o ey 1 com o empoct NS blck e st arowe
s vt asgwers o ooke vl ot of s, e Ty ot ol rrable o . ek pocy o ot et i SO 1 oty o o ok of o, Carv, et owmot v ok on Evine

Luna Lovegood and Hannah Abbott
s stood at igid atienton, st intheir nighigowns, gagged and immobilized by thin, magical silver ropes
tei Hisory texbooks, O s o g o e ot e 0 ol mage. Lo oo gy anocod oy v o v on o e o i o ok et s oo, bt o708 oo, T chaeks s wih

o matter whal, room, N /s b he knew. f Sra surpris
woud have been lost, butin al the rest of e school, o oo . N, e w6 et e fer b e ot 10 b o
forward freely, and either way, Snape would have won. llwas checkmae.
d Ho 3 than he had
wandin writring,
Fwd appeared in ront of them, it, waiting breathiessl feet leaning ‘and spreading his hands on the siaff table as them,. “Last night” s words echoed trough the

They managed lo escape, but they have been apprehended si
D e ot lmal a1 s segan o Ssg i aqte e net i el of o appeatng o vr e 5 o Tege S of v o i aer e S o e 2. S was e rmoved by her o ¥ anying, it
seemed to foed his overall atifude of satisfaction as he continued. ‘Miss Lovegood and Miss Abbot will be demonstrating or all of you the extreme foolishness of such actions. The Cruciatus Curse would not seem to have been enough of a
deterrent J

irpale the bound gis, wands in hand. Alecto reached Luna first and stood only nches betind her, leaning
wand a L
Yo g el v Nver mau i o ovor soon L Lovegood nghano faced the Ministry, she fock o them. No rge tings she.
beleved in, herto fac for und hor o find their own br , screaming . her
ad padig
Neville st

ot Bl s yarking at i obos now. peaig W Him o i back down, bt s oo, and ho ek o ke bck f b cou Ho sk e off ard sippod i e aie, pulng sl u o sl hight as pe sared

Woukd not prevent him from taking what was righty is.

. Long! -
Treydurisolt

“And do red, “who did?”

Rl oo oo . ok . Ponsh mo sl

“ery nobie, but there wers two- Snaps tumed 3 i

There was a long, torturous pause, and Nevile wondered suddenly if tis was the punishment. To draw them o, make them adit themselves, and then go ahead and brutaiize the girts anywiay. Then Srape gave a wave of his wand, and the.
iiver

To evanono’s supie,Lura did ot e 5o quickly For a long momer,she slood tor,sarg at Alecto, ‘and then she spoke, her creamy voice unstally lear. | do o tirk,” she said Simply,you are a very rice person, even on te inside,
Then,wiha ossof her o

Now Ernie and Ney lone, and he could as i s and appe h e of s wand agarst s chin“A1 yes. The e, cialos Gofindor and th song, oy Hulepu. You

Sraps gav a Wich of s wand,and ik on cains burs o srakesfom o val baind i, shootng a1 o oo i et o s oot sihr boy v 5 caren o rsct. Nl g n s e, siugoing wih a1 e
ind he started to speak, but before.

o iobv o e .99 rad taored o Hs s, a ot ook A
- “without food
d

iree o last has gone.” the chains
0 buring .
athis feet
ps, a few moans, M. Fich, :
The g2g arised, and Kele e s cheek g lent pact hends to b " pe

Trereves a swish o crac  ap. Onoo. Tce. T tmes. AGain and agan. A dazen mes nw T dozen. T, Fory s al. Mors Were g, oersudedsrow; ad a few ofthe e anes wero 1 corpltefysterics Then agan
Once. Twice. Forty agai
Neiber boy made s soud.

Chaptor 4 Taking Sides

Nevill binked siowy, to double, Ho tried to move,
and e i blessed relef after the endi
solong.
“Youre awakel” The voice seemed familiar, and as he struggled to place it, b same rel i the red. R was a g, A pretty girl withlong red hair that had been braided
back, and she looked bolh worried and very happy. The red. R was above th gir Famiar. P
“Unnnoe.
“Sth..." Soft lfing it slighl,  Hore. ki
Rwas water. Nothing more than cool,fesh water, had never ut she pulled it away, and he heard himself moan in despair. "A
itle ata time, oo e poren smveled tisuesofis s o o soom o b again.
dh kod and rough. Stl, howe! i
Wi sanes of g paric e ook 1. foe...misef...”
T s s oty o vl o, bk oo soemst s e o ey ol Potions 10 umb a s really better that way right now. You should st be in the hospital wing, but
Nevile, but you and :
frowned, “The beati hunger nearly died. .. "Zaastvatn”
“fm ot exaggerating. Madame Pomirey made them take you down at the end of te tird day. You'd passed out since that aftemoon, ‘about an hour longer. k was the dehydration after._after you lost althat
blood. She said you'd both have been dead by morning at the latest”
Neville vied X . but Ginny lted i, ond s e Imostler He wanted
e siipped X girl S0 yor o for now, :
000
butalso o far greater pain. His to ease the discomor, how of agony; and he groaned.

“Fearess Leader has
Reasoiin e’y aosoiet voce, he e s head tfty an vas suprisd o see ot a o0z crow ad gathred by s b Next o Seamus, her were Gy, Panal,Coin and Laender but 50 L and o yourg

e Romeorans elcom Braceocs: Gl s Now recnte Tey waried o soe for rmeowes ot youriad s one ece

W't ntetng I someig s e s i 5 row a3 o o of o ey by, was socky i ok the ol y
Novl birkec, first thought “But you're —
G ern T serond of . boys was aimoa o  hoad s o€ rebone o G & neoue. Tl i about i Bt is whol bisiness as st gote s Ho waved i hads 2 shooing away someting . mean
potpio ro Going o sand ot Lo I s o como o, and ar's avaye k. 116t AT 7 g6 0 work o ot 1 Dark Lord overal Thre' aways o , and Ive read ®©
i
He seemed ided he was sincere. His R E .
I 1d love Ministy, and the Dark Lord had him...” The dark, hooded eyes
'rul\umd7 m  asked gorty.
T boy “Awfuly” His eyes opened again, and they were blazing with a helpless fury. into his one
in for work, and he “The Dark Lord' " Awid, hunted ook had come over is face. “The Malloys are as good as dead
ot ot e, r
far, i the value of having a Death Eater's child among them was.
g On he ther hand, get. He looked Luna." owenants. Seamus,
They're our g ight now.”
inny made a face. ‘First n
“First order of business,” corrected Nevill, ‘s giving me a really good expl * He shified, Hs “Seratch
. Firstorder of business is more of that Painkiling Potion
o La him regretull. I  and she says . g

of. 3
Neville swore, then looked nan«memny “Siytherins?"

“Right” She scooled her chair in cioser, propping one elbow on the bed and learing towards him. “The ting is, | don't trust them as far as | can spit them, but Luna had a really good point” She nodded her red head towards the Ravendiaw
Uederat. wo sgged

theyl be bite ind free ind rumors among their House. f we accept them, they re under the Fidelius Charm,
oo o i mots proecis, et ey cOnt 1oy ok O o | you s Bowers T ot soomad o but then she held outcne daity,pale hand, an he saw a smal, foded piece of paper n . As she opened her

T, Tememberng again y Lura had bean more tan worthte aourt ofpan b was now . Sho ealyvas Wondert iend. Seeing her sufle what b had or worse atthe hands of the Carrows woud have been a iy unbearable

ordeal Tarks,” 3 i
Colinmade a ndL Ginny “Colin, . she giggled.
The SecretKeeper shrugged, bushing. T1y”
“We alldo. a moment, b As he dic him, and his eyes fi “Merin's
pants — Emiel” Ho stuggled 0 st v, pain, b Panali
T alitt” L scoled. ETi’ e, He' GoL.vek s arrs yesr after him
if n Emie or . a fascinated ook,
you know”
deop sile. “Nover L N  wincing. s i

“Now hat oo awake, s can s someboter hslg spls, and we sl v somo f yours.  you wart, ‘and Parvati can do that for you.” Ginny exchanged a meaningfl glance with Lavender, who
'ns ok Nevlle sic mean her .

tone to Ginny's Even Luna looked up as if recelving a private wireless signal, geting to
o ook oo e owersano s mgHsans Wl e s rt o et somo aons e
Calris eyes widened, and Gimy gave 2 it huff and grasbed s orer souder. On for y coud, it Im sure. Nevile' ng herolc.” another

heol
H her

then
chest as lighty as a buterf. Does it nm‘
Nevile's mouth twisted ina

“Letmo dowha can Plese. She puled e covers of ofim compltl e e iz o e st e et hers was  yr ofbaages wiapped roud s frs o s soukers o e wlsband of i paama ovsers, Can you

o e gasped, ' sor
ok She ssthoow doun and rew hr e A o vaved it v im, ol anodd sorso il Imughﬂem ‘and bone had tumed to air, and she tumed im over as easily and lighty as a dol. Nevile fot embarrassed by his own
Yol get your:

“Iuoud hope so- There a2 i Skaping Sound oo 1 053 s o rerent o e bow. e e gin to daub it on the raw wounds his back, and he sighed in relief. The healing itched, but the buring,

o
o ok you Novile skt g
Panet worked i Siencs il s e back ha ben coned n h i, e tong sl permeating e fowe oo Thn sh vved e wand agin and he bardag over, ther gente arduous,

. the I so0 somy”
\ wisting the p. Nevile.
i Iwias down, fl forgive. -

3 3 [ “Nevill, | can't do tis.”
A/eyou\eavmgmeDA7
Imean us. I being weak, know dead o sk, bttt s Nevle, [ tinlov i you

love d he love her. He fiked her,

“IKoom:
thga ey had done logaerwers cetiry wonder. bt povert comecton, hat someting exta it b ad seen fom et some of e oer Honds s ey, She wat a e o 3 et S ot 1 oty omoyes

and | dorit wantto. There's ot more. and there' the
e changing. You're tuming into a real hero, and —* She broke off looki “—Oh, you' i Your
i cirging ol e
“Ihope you' w0 woeks
“Of course I dorit Never mind.” She shook her head ina g you, actualy. girs, Neville, |

vartioutoeow hrow batard [ ey
“Thanks He didnt know wha el to
 bocaise thore won b ther boys for me, and think You: Her tona was firn, but there was no sense of sacrfice, and a siow, dawring thought occurred to Nevile as he.
houghtof a distant Aurt h had ance mot atCvisimas
“He

it

“What?!” She looked “No Nevile, - thenher *
h, Nevile, i
 wrapping ‘comfort her, then stopped, unsure Trankfuly.
loved you, it ould Ginny's said itis 4
and .
 Now he did trigh,and he vias 3
: ts going o justrust . but that's all”
There was a ong silnce between thom, then Nevile nodded. “Okay.”
Shobirked, O
I donitwant youto
“But st okay” Pare wassarng ot i i wht seemd ike oferse,
i " .
ong ‘she wanted to say, 1 e reached info her pocket. . Nevile.
it : * She stood 1. her.
She e v ayes uvsacabe. "7
“Tol Ginny and o the meeting.” d
Noviloryoucart v amove nyor o’
. wiling her 0 s Lo gth, )
lease.Pana,1n6ed 1o o, vousad  yoursol: s herd o o peon 0. and
broken ier. This g s st geinstar. Tl Giny A a
Panli was sient *As a fiend.”
hear or not. Gyt
000
E Lieutenant, , your riend...oh, hell, girfiend, Ror's sister, s, i do tis.
her

“Ihave to do i N 3 ers,



o bt o it Ididn’t. Michael and
o e Moroe o ey

gs E be . youtry”
Nowlo dinked, P o
‘ol bowakars s

Soorons S amoced crisply, g
“How the heck do you know that?”

Gy shugged. Bocauso o wro about o inchessheor b Ron when youvers douehing al o tmo,ad s bow al o, Bt h po s v uso  Foatarigh, v ool s 1 staning priecy taight and voaring
rag you?” door. "Michas and

Seem mwmx Nevil nodded. Thenget e i ere-

er hair. He as stairs - . boys.
it muv Yuroso! o 20 o con ke s fomson
Within and »
M|cha=\ sliwged NG wores, s Wo af o whor Pappened oyt o cne ks ou souk be stolngcow el et Bt we T ot Gong 0 a1gue You | mean i ou an st up 1 by, rins,and e et Bt ogey Hexintre
his one your
Nswue ‘nodded, and Michael knel, Hot Test,
me cose to the prdei ather imposing undertaking, it  and ho was grateful
it i noadod 1o xplan a1 e sy Ravencws,
Tyl bck h coversad piaced e har besde s ack, ten founed, Nevlle s .
erious.”
“Fair anough Tory lpped o o ior e ok carefy pulled, the oher hand braced against Nevie's oo e caces i 0 3 g postton Bl h nowy bsiod et b deeply o mndos red ok and Ty
e " Neville X
fuly “Yeah, you did, tlrof act. And * He looked up, hands. L
enough for an undershit
The m, taking t e arsp it cotn. Newle wes lessa o 1 s s sengih v aeacy egning 0 tum e ough
o oo up ot hchaet o s et 3 oy good o o g
his head, Nah. Terry and me'y .
“Illremember to team you up more ofien. repiied Nevile.
Terry shook his head as he looped the crimson and gold i around Nevile's neck. “Not i anything too dangerous. Ithink -

I didt hink that could happen 1o a Ravenclaw!” Nevile gasped in mock horror, and they chuckled.

K .” Nevile ffed hi they sipped the vest over his shouders and tugged it down, I had a ot of andits me. pe Temy? t
was dead dark.”

“Logicall, Snape woud be closer o the doors than anyone he had caught, since you were planning to put the words above the Headmaster's char at the far end. So |
fouwsd tvas el psﬂaka down the nearest person.
ifyoud been wrong?’

Thentdhave kep g, cloesd e ducnse and ind 2 Dark Mark "
Neville nodded. saving my lfe.”
“Don'tmentionit”

i logs and swung therm off g these.” he noted, "Five days, halfof that soaked in blood...” He made a face, and Terry swatted him on the
back o the head.

“Keepitup, and jnsyour s st Boot ichasllsred

o Theyd leave Trol”

“Seriously, mate.” tying the 3 ve: “There.  blood under you two. That was sick. Just sick. | canit believe Snape actually did something

that...barbarc:

eah, bt cou v beon tal and ot 1t e ek s someting mportartsNevlle piied ot They wonit kil ' hool Whatever they re willng to
bout Mudbloor -

bk P ot rational, Nevile.” He paused, cinching “Your hair looks fike

startons boar, e, g0t a con e ek
“Sure, but don't worry about the fuzz for now, | don't thirk we have time.” Michae stared to dig in the trunk again as Newile went on.“No, they re not rational, o, for that mateer, sane. But Snape is, and he's akso smart enough to know that their

“Good poirt.” “On tres...one, wo, throe.”
a finding his balance. Supported fike this, he was pleased to find andhe lly able 1o take a P

They siood
before the world spun alarmingly.
“Easy there

“Tranks again fordoing s, said Novio

ot wp there, said Michael

“Ihope itisn’ ugt

L mightbe- Michaes plezsar face rad grown sloy 0ok o 10 o o s oty oy 0 do 1o somoon S o wear oy et o F1 Ihave to.
el You Pngirs oy day..iLwas e on i, bk soe o s poo sk jersa Gong o b scaro deepr o s Ee W' ad el boke i our Fiues iy been waking v i sreamivg

righimares every sing

e carta Wik Tore i an sif o gt aor i Tory’ one, and Nevile than anything dead serious. They. the way to the Room of Requirement i silence, concentrating on the.

. butas the door .
The eniite D.A. was on thir feel. Applause, whistles, whoops, and cheers rang out in a deafening wallof enihusiasm. Hannah Abbott an forward, trowing her arms around his neck and nearly hiting the two boys on either side of him as she.
e s faco gl issos

" Derek Adams. He wondered if e looked Lieuterart heid
ok . o Nl ke rocEi 1 B . Tt ware e Word. Pre v e 5. i S0 L e e and v Scemes 1 crerge it ot SHorgh, a6 e s vy Fom e Fevereows o o0k an
ity sep ot 25 e 014 e o

nd 3
and Emio, it was all of them who had been trough the fre now. Sriape didrit know t, bu he had ensured his own evertual defoat when he had ordered their toture, creafing a deeper unity and sense of purpose than Novill or Harry had ever
naged on their own.

e h and but
oly r
000

“Alight, 3 P “Luna and 1wl be fiing Stunring Spels. You worit know when, you

woritknow at who untl we do it Your ob is simple. Block them. Protego, d i way,lt's :
e things.

Luna had the D A.
otating slowl, then L 3 *Sgailh!, he shouted,
Ginay fred, Fritz Bagman. “Duradeis

Luna . but here was nstead, 3 harmiessly nd
She had folded herself almost complotaly in half backwards, bracing her palms on the floor behind her for a split second before bouncing smoothy to her foet again. Padma tossed hor head, poised ke a cat (o move again, but a dozen people.
What? She. its yoga.”

“Iminlove.” ! p ke that, darin, 've been havin al the wrong fantasies about you and your—* He was cut off as a stunner hithim ul in the
chestand he collapsed bonelessly
b trousers. Lets go.
“Kirf"Luna's sturver wp outof tinair
and g
‘wand and knocking her , holding up her
bt Lavender “Thats Dark Magicl You hurt herl”
plcked . durtr sssue ou Prinsss, Neither can we,
wna's soft voice carried supr “Wo have (0. his mouth t her, “on, s between normal magic’ and
Dark agie Torrance?”
“My father” 3
ithe?” Luna asked ’ in.
“Adamned good one.”
i
feet now, waving jured hand g “No Dark Magic,”she agreed firnly, nodding to Luna. “Avada Kedava if yousbsolutely have
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Tiiamtatiyon o betho imyDag i ra”
rodded. Probably.

The shaking had it wp, s fickering candles of the “Ihate ths. | hate al of it K's not fai. 1 hate Mudbloods, | hate the Dark Lord, I hate you, |
hate...”
“None of s s fair -
g o i
“Yeah, i g
“Ilied.”
“The corfession took him by surprise, and Nevile birked. ‘About what?”
s fps. M. L
ished. She said Id bet notweakl”
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inand X
e 1o say aryting ? . knows what it ke 1o ts lqud, and mind from refects what It
neecsso desperatoy
e pai an e eyes an s vl awsys s wllsons Sgaist i souker rcbong. o i e nd then there 1 and dokcte ot stong, s arund Nl i and sty 1o
was bk on another wal, and Luns had roacho don o i an b was here hed y wer st X inde ledge, gasping for
His head swam, and Neville forced his eyes o remain open. He didrit remember the second climb, but he was hiere, and he forced himselfto it Acold ing it cing o fim fik nd skin, but it
was the cold of late October, and he had a mission. They had a mission, and he couldn't et thom down.
irsty” Nevil's hoarse, ' s the wat from her bag. He
1ts almost two.” “Are you.. g
He nodded, forcing .
Sho reschad o the bag and puled out e fimeydi e aking a deop breath, she smoothed struggiing, . and stopping atogether. The
3 ind for 3 . her hips, and finally
Perlge skt ooy o, andshe was in.Hell ot g sighof ol g o air i i o side gave him Her voice echoed
Joc 4
Lt st s ks 2 chinin her “Youcan
both come in this way, you know"
led, Pect L follo
e ot oty oo 1 Hlosdmasier afce boloe Jwes o pro o Vel Witchosand wzards i varos ss ofrbos o olsfasioned o postvely aciet
Sumbered agait ot Famos, il dosors of iy spirleagged tsbes vers ey oot oo, Aot S et i o I ity o Gy s o Svoety scaied SOk A v

‘wooden desk, overthe char,the largest portrait was

“Dumbledorel” Gy amosi shoded te rame, asing orard o ke. Luna spun, casting before le sleepy moan. X
3 P, d iat had nose. The
i they had
“Hiy goodness! Ho ookod then i tum. "Miss Weasley, Miss L d...and dear me, could bottom?
g the scar eagerly. “es, Professor,its me! [ve...we've...| mean, we've kept it up,
Professor. Harrys had 1o go...wel, wherever I 100, but we' your schooll”
3 - and Nevile bushed.
“um. Hany.  woud you?"
“Very ambitious, needs itfor, but alas, no. | am orly a portait, and this.” he drow his wand ffom within on loose, flowing sieeve, s ltle more than a brushstroke, rather than litle more.
thana stick, no . intis boy
had meant.
case?” Luna queried
though, procesd.” He mationed to Gi around the desk, stopping 3 closer, untl
she was finally mere inches a
Nevile wanted despemle'yrn o ik Dubloore s wisper o e bt was i sch & idearty ofemolons plyacoss e face bk b ey wers st coray it g bt st desered o e o Her
girlfiend and R ind being neither, he ked u fireplace and assessed the

s case slarcing ona bl pedestl et e o
7 o rgr a1 o4 2o b v son o, a0 s i sy 1 a6ty and borfslyin o s of s et oty g dagr st Tt o
in

twehve-year old, with a he itel or support,
perectyon end behind e ik, rarperentbarir, walir o tam
poker, Nevile took 3 of the par stilbe able
fodoit,
He swung the poker, hit the suface, and he wrenched it
ou, striking nd bored through. Putting the pe . he ducked his head and lunge andit
foor.
Luna lunged and grabbed the X ke anoter move, it happened. There assume ool and
- L yarking
“Dotys Cofinor Gy e ‘and Nevile nodded,
Kbounced off. The wi o o wels Siny oot a6 otorobes o gbe, s e oo P v ot e o, vning T ofce s o mor, ax ey wors vapped i oo vt e
Recome s bk i gossly bock s b Deparomert of Wysonie. oy o gl acor o o SarEace S o Ko v sick, sinking fo
g foor,waving i am at th door “Runt
had also changed. statues. Ginny recoiled, but
sompingard “Come on, r
Rwas too ate 1o worry ab ‘and he drew his wand, switching the sword to s left hand and raining fimxes and hexes down orio the
vt i sl o e v i o b 9 o P oot o S o A b e v o Wl 25 el o onin o o vy e e PP ey e e
seemed 1o sprout from the lor inits place.
ind e twisted, ‘snap of spell afer spel. Then Ginny screamed, and he saw that the hands had her, holding her in a grip that
el locking around his feet and legs, crawing their way over his back, grabbing more of his hair . and over every
m ot ovon g oo e e i o Swor sl
feot fom under
 he could Voices, .
S v g a8 ol S e, o e v, He stnggled hands, pocket bumed a hot, against his tigh, but the hands refused to
el.
4 1o the sic aver r
Somehow, “Disillusiony!”
Atgle vert trogh i ten & Sensation as if she had tiown an egg against s chest, coo, aimostwet ickles sproading fio the poit 1 spel had it m over Luna and
poured over them,
oot o ind vt a few seconds, a figure in black robe is wand held litn ront of him, bt i and friendly as they ever had been
n,witha cold, 3
Neville didrit dare move. He held hs breath, pressing now, willng, hoping 3 ther

‘grasping,
holding, confining their invsible prey.

been lifted as Snape leaned i, his breath sour as he slipped Sy helples

s are you”
Chapter6: The Forbidden Forest

s . s fi dinner onto a large ray. ‘Come on! Tell me
something, anything!”
* sir, but

eamaser e flookodashamed, bt o g b yes wor eart, o oot gl e e wals s oy wer g . K bings e e for b risners, and b

takes the dishes, and he He would and Krimpet is not ahno. Ho s scared of He gave a thin,
bowing as low as "But he brings the mustard for Luna Lovegood, and rge y 3
ot the milk, o Nevile Longbottom shoud not e so angry wit Krimpet”
Neville . siding bars uni he His knees n the dar cell defeat. Taking a deep breath, he looked Up and ried to produce what he hoped was a kindly apologeic expression.
“Youte right, Krimpet,is not yous fault. Fm sormy.Ijust...|thought we'd How are the girs?"
“Ginny Weasley s angry,just ke Neville Longbottom. Butshes
st well oh yes, ; . “But Luna Lovegood is not angry, Newile Longbotiom, sir. She sings
“Have they sent me any messages?”
“Everyd Why doss Neville L -
n “Idonitknow, really
Nevillo whirkd, nstead, “What's trat?”
’Dchby Says that something big s coming very, very soon. That is al, Nevile Longbotiom, sir and before he asks, Krimpet does but Dobby is a free * The look
g wizard ” Aloud crack echoed

Someting 5.\ ‘Something big. Was the D A.

Had to punish them? Were ‘Azkaban? Tumed over to You-Know-Who himself? Or had he heard from Harry? Was the war won? Was it lost? Wers they going to be executed? I coud

-
“Blimey, lad, | reckon | smel yeh before | saw yeh. How long’s it been since you had a bath?” Nevile skidded to a hall, whiring towards the barred front of the dungeon cell as his Jaw dropped open in shock. Dobby's cryplic message was.
immedatoly, wonderfuly clear.

“Hagridl"

“Fetchin youlot.” “Aa m'spe veh
them Carrows.

as odd, nd it sd Iy Witha halftum,
“Ginny!" He X rom after delivering his fiends food. Despite the accuracy of the elfs descriptions, part
relief . her slender

o
ams reaching through into the hal.

. he sid imost a sob,
over is body as i ng her.
have you besri? What have tey done o you? Ars you okay? Tol me you'e okayt e beens Ididn'tk pe..oh, the Sword. ..and
stunned you...and then me...woke p here...days and days. .and no idea. broken, excitement, hope, fury and She
ttraed . o mraood Y X friend
a56c' [cango head and et Gi feryen” vh her eyes wide.

ne helping us esc:
it L ook e s, shggyhead ety The Crows' e ardered me e flchyehup 0 e

“No, we can' fort. They ve said place if :
Hor face twisted in isgust. “That's sic”

Hegrasbedreram, Wichvays Lira”
wiay!"

Movioe cimbing oses wine.
You vere vaiting for me there,
Iheld your hand in mie.

1l ransfigure my spindle o a sword,
And fight at your sde, a soldier maid.
shouing her name as g | but as they reached i they stopped, struck dumb them. Luna atthe base of

the wal,
The et cl ke o s arllgarer ot of i <o and beau, sy paried s, s ard fover bt boried over el et evn e ids of o o waoden bk, Uk i oun sl dshoriod
pposrace L was dor and et hor ol o g i st lresses, her cltting

“On, helo.

Mo Gy s, tenshock rread \mmmmn

tiing her head sighty * -
¥ | despi

L “ldidnt. lusod tis.”
Ho woud v o i absok proo i Lra Lovgood had always was the extremely her insane, that she had
magic was sirong enough that he e

Tosked ey

“Bu...a spoon?”
“You need a wand o do spels, of course, or 1o aim them precisely, but we can all do magic without them. We did it when we were Kids. s you focus else. | couldn't use
Mortif g otL

Ithought 1 just make.
ita ice place and find a way to occupy myseli”
reliover scraped fists,
fithy, while L
” . Hagrid?”
No.somy mjes— He soppec,binkig. _Wlta minde. Th o' afeacy oyt
“No. It fyouwershor o bk s out. iy wouk e st gie s 3 i s The ltte pewter utensil
beganto gl o and it seemed instead
Wratuas > Nevile asked
“Ijust stay forever so * Coiing hand, she tucked the spoon back in neatl and stepped outinfo the hal, aking a few steps before glancing back over her
houl horo the ther “Wol,
They followed, wihe Spoon?
He shrugged,

000

. we have.” palid face was twisted he and
heara time. nd look of

living, demented jack o' lantem.
Despite the theats, he had

ind add
given rather the desp: been meart to, had only fled Neville with a sense of pride. A full grown and qualfied wizard, one of You-Know-
s threats, and face.

we'e takin it easy e goin'outito the ‘Agrid tonight. He'llbe leavin' you there ta spend the
night. Yol o st laugh,
*And dontcha get any ideas about hangin' back with ‘em, you stupid animal.” Ho raised s voice, standing up on the tips of i buttons on the front “One hou, you go in. One hour, you
come back. kil big d o find you. Sawy?”

“Oh, I'san
“Good” Garow bred ouerds e, ben hsiated, e wand drawn. He paused a momen, ten nlrkd i Foadtowarcs gt Toko e oukice
ke o, S et Ful oo
 and i e g of o ‘against the ruddy light Somewhere, deep in the distant mountains, 5o far away that it coud have
awolf howied,

He knew. x X the full moon.
000

et ‘om go once yer ta the edge ‘o the Forest His face spitt in a horible, leering grin.

ibove them, a buton the forest o
deep inthe forest, and , pushing \ leaving the path far

every futering
and Nevile tipped running inlo the broad back. “Got er e tumed, great
ol s Do sy T 50 ooy Wi b s, handkerchief ose with a sound fke a foghor. “Yer us’ babies, tainl air ter leave yeh here ter...” There was another sob, and

s al right, Hagrd. He'd kil
e ¢ N .

Hagric onlyto find
“~var seventeen. | don't care what the Ministry savs. that's still a ruddy child. or it should be. right ‘nuff” Haarid dug in his pockets again. pulling out an obiect the size of a loaf of bread. “Td give veh my wand if | could — they snapped it when 1 ot




e e o e oo

o hold  and Nevilo ok 1, rfolding a
He tested the P balanced, and a Neville looked up. “Trarks...I mean, yeah, . butits
real weapon for us "

Ikeptit, an' he the year. you I's jes' a pocketknife yehter
o

10 go, Ha

o grid. g sky. “Please. .
With another foghor-ke blast nto the handkerchief, Hagrid nodded miserably, then Neville found himself fled flly of his feet and crushed against the homespun waistcoat in  hug that drove the breath out of hm s his ribs groaned in prolest
i he tred “Biimey, awful” Hagrid wailod.

Mg~ Gory raragedogass “—yo's gong cnshis.

“fmsony He 1tto his ki K t rgerty feeling his sides, b
Trouaa ot en e tnp of his head barely came o Hagid's ampi, and he lgger and older as he forced his voice 1o belie the feeling of creeping dread that was growing as the biue
Give our families our here! Go! Nowt"
St weeping Hagid gave e e sachona e g, left back come, his loud sobs camying back o them long afier his garganiuan form had vanished completaly into the trees. Then even that
Peircivo.n Gt v oved ncoee 1 e o 1y wars how s n e e ke cearng el backs o creaneber as ey scaned be radous vl for some i of bl Nele fug o uge o e e
X inny?" e didn't
Towvohdaoron Professor Lipn?
“Notall that wel.
this? I mean, inger on us. They even fod us wel, but they didn't ot us
bathe or change clothes. | thirk we're supposed to
He coud feel her nod against s side. “Easier 1o find " She paused. “Luna, do you st have your spoor?
- i hope g ¥
" The harsh, . and ofthe.

daring,
voice stepped forward ino the clearing,

scription, i callused and dit.caked hands ending inlong, yellowed claws.
His hair and beard were as long and gray as Dumbledore's, but mn:r o i ot Siver ety e Ao ick mats and snars, a.eaumxea Wi G, Grease, and o, Garkr e Savory Tngs. When o smikd, ho

Indeed, be had, 3 . he Yo

The
‘Suddenly, Ginny boled forward, her face flushed and blazing wih rage, her hands stretched ahead of her rooked i fung "YOUI Nevile knged, grabbing her around her waist and
Grageing hr back s sh Hexed and wiled,utory dorangod i ysaricl . ‘il o tlacked - you aacke - my brohor ¥ou e B Yosmonsion ou o oahsom .10 You to pices, fl = Hor words dissolved into an
incoherent shriek of hatred, and Greyback laughed.

“Should have seen ‘Same hair, 1d long as yours. Pretly ol aren't you? Wel, at least, | suppose he’s not so much any more.” He licked his lips slowly, obscenely,reveling in the memory and the pain t
o hor. hat, 3
He tumed cries and tompis to break free from Nevile's hold Luna. watche 50 genty along her
pale cheek eatn
“They ve been good o us” Greyback's voice had L . una, stepping back to look at altvee of them with a greedy gleam to his narrow eyes.
and for dessert, we get . barking laugh sounded nfo the ight, and s it
ndhe L own. Seeing " Greyback Why,
travelin packs.”
Men, women, and children as wel, the t sk ook of hunger on hi only
reyback their hair and mated, their imbs and 3
i the rees, it 3
hoving the girs behind him, for the ki, K nd I swear [l
“Expelliamus!" The knife . spiraling rees, and Nevill gasped in shock be: d 3 towar
three helpless teenagers.
“Professor Lupin?” coudnt be, and yet, the sickly, kind, teacher haps a ite tinmer,
i boy" handb: nd ugh the air hope.f
b7 : “Mine. | claim kil
“Iwant al troe.” L
ithave al of them, " Greyback's voice . and now cirling each other, . hands bout 0 attack. infascinated
dread,
. Greyback? * sneered Lupin.
“Tve bred. * he waved a hand 2 fightof X \d my dear, daring, tolerant, Dora "
" doesnit exactly want me anywhere near her a these times.
“Theywere given'to me, not you!
“Finat barked Lupit,and i med away i a i of habby obes, staking owards th toes a i eaving them al. ts time, and heart's content. And then | will go back after you've skunk
away with your ‘close, crack, and :
e was a siabingover o Lupin and actaly b i wiha and jaws, b fing fabric  and
L atthem. “nca
The A S a0 gabered o onds of holding brace of hounds. He
and
Novile's mind raced. hopel o, bk g it looked up tofiled
o “There would be a and he floxed his fingers. Never had he imagined himself capable of such a thing, but he vowed he woud tear ot the raior's throat as he shited, ip it
They I “Then Lupin tumed. ol it . istento me.
Imgoing P 1say Al have in your fives.
et

Nared rpaced oy sobdon ostger e, el Bt o Jrd upnrabuad a ar o dak soove poin | open s alein s v across tho esposed esh. load el sany o o shallow o, and h cou ot

i sario,and o rared at o
row g e sr\apped sk s oy itng o conrig e vard g For . g 0 o . . L oW it BN . ooy . e ot
M ‘o
bater

‘they were per 3 l terrible howl of triumph, and he knew the pack had their scent, and

itwas a 1ace now.a race for thor ves
' ingasps, il tho o

s preci h lter
nd beloy " thick spider nd
et i

s o, yan , plcking i ke a piano sing o

then ose, 3
Behind them, they coud hear the snapping of underbrush, eager bays and howis as the pack drew nearer, and he looked fom Gininy 1o Luna and back in desperation, his mind clutching for something, anything that couid be used against the.
g . for Luna's spoon.

We can all do magic wihout hem.Lura' words echood in s hoad 3 f o hiad  and Neville fel to i the underbrush, wrap

o be there, that spark of
His s id not move, but his heart caled out a despevate prayer o the parens he stlloved. You were Aurors. | knowits there. f you can hear me from wherever you'e gone, f some part of you knows you siil have a son, help me now Help
me findyou. Help me save my fends.

ight sky, and puling it,caling onit, I : brighter
ot v oo, comeoreenre g po have scorched his eyes
olook ontinroalty.
for. The tring to remember his own name. The thing that roared and screamed when he.
fought
3 Iwont el you! il and mad CRUCIO!

And everything was darkness and yet everyting was ight, a light that bumed now hotter than the brightest summer sun, that fled everything, that had replaced bone and musce to become him, sweling into something larger and deeper and
g Known before. g s

tore, and colapsed into nothing.

000
s hair, Gentle hands, combing back from hi his head ly cradied Luna's pale,
heart shaped . gazes met. “Ginny...*
He heard movement nearby, a rusting ofleaves and twigs, “The forest, The h,and una's lap,
und, . ready o fight. b
cerainly, but the eerie, o dawn. The air X the
i nstead, 1 . he walks and el
g them.
Gradually, more of his last moments before losing consciousness came ciear, and Nevill raised his hands in ront of him, saring at the deep puncture wounds that stabbed his paims in a half-dozen places. Slowly, he cured hs fingers inlo fist,
d, sesing
Luna, . her voice held g
“Did 1" he motioned around at the bizarre shefte, “Did 1do this?"
“° quicker - but ther briars,
eyes, and there wa them, and 1had to look " she shook her head, auite believing “The next thing we knew, the briars had wrapped over us and knoted together ino ths.
pla
Neville reached outa hand, uning the tp of one finger along a long, dagger-ike thom. - question, ther ing i "l h 3
Luna got to her nodding. "We all ight They tied to get through, It befor

started 0 get ight, and its albeen quiet ince. | ink theyre gone.”
Tpst..” ) .t plea for someting, anyting.  dorit know what i, realy”

“ou saved us." L

He shook his head as
Sho shrigged. ~ouve aMays oo oot wih i, Nl o o reaue ot o wpars o el s insinciey and ey Kt rspondec o hatyoi neded...sameting o kesp hose — a i shuder went g er,
—those things away from us."
“Just because * He trailed off. brushing over its owner W ther
Not quite
v 2 o grefichiplyoti-Peio emy 00 o el vt sening. W st s nGaperdot ot s barises ot vere g Goun o 1. S crts o Wi oot 1 g o el forbess o
e stancing on  battefed. Blood and ichor vere sprayed and splashed sveryher, even gathering in halfcloted pools iber 1 ot b sl b o, ez sidrsogsand i o mary plcesaf e erd v

ol e st v by e, o 25 ik a5 capings Nl ook s Sl s op ot e ked down, and standing in a pile of ofa, a pale loop of
Intestines colling wetly beneah is shoe.

s spid stood had

the rim . butof
dead.

g . the nailsfthy and long,
outl roug! of ash.

He fel boriied ther footavay. delcacy of
their bodi

Thena Wi napped, and kiied S o ke evry roe o miscl g o i Gy oIk 2 cat arlchig up th s and saterd end ofwhatha o been a uman ghbone and hokdg I ot of e e a sword,

Tt ot s hearoos ch e Seree on o s s o1 s ppecrod v e edgo of the forost. rogard with a whisper of leaves and a flash of white at the end of ts
Botleah i, L hecled and vaished again it i momang mist Th e ot o deop sgh of il and Nevil amod, unclencir NS i ar wiig N weatng paims on the (NGhS of s Tousers. W shewd got ot of e 60
something bigger comes back

s have lying in wait for
thm. Fo o frst o et ey vl onco v s woy s g bushes and stppingcarfy ovr o o tonlogs. g et ambaied o o oo patc bl ey o Dogon ol .

ol she ssked estanty

. ook at her more directy.

Woro youhat? e fithy, or P
. wsing
i rodoen Tromariver ceumad et aboq Har o Fon”
“Sort o, He said ~* She took a deep breath“He said tha | needed to undersiand That they had that woud ensure 's defea, butit
1
uncaring. Giry”
he said - ) :
“Watch out for me?”he asked bemusedly.
Novile, haro were two of you Ginny grabied fis amn, and ho stopped, shocked by the nensity of her blazing ook. “The prophocy...Stape head i, he 0 he Death Eaters al hose years ago, ad itwas about bothofyou. You and Harny You-
e Yo
he nodded, . o Neve. I Hary s, you' YouKnow-Who, because
Iy be a sacrifice o hard,looking awa
now.| it befleve i. [ sory. | knew you had guts, g . honesty ing 1o make me foelbeter, you know, no ee ke everything was rding on Harry and then. Bullast ght..|irk it really might
bo tro”
Stowiy, oor, abie to support i © absokta lmits f anyting he had ever imagined of Rmsalf st with the
DA I up under, e shook his head,
coud birtha:
Fis mind was spiing, The protesting evidence of his eriro fo — aimost a squib, the school oke, h fiasco of broken wand, nose, and prophecy atthe Mirsty, wice being capired the DA and
had never even known he remembered.
Longbotor we
40...15 Know 11010 wero .. we koW here were two
. that it
coudritbe tue, buthe knew beteer, even 2s he be oo o him, e would s, his Gran, o hs fiends, bu the entre wizarding world, maybe even the entire
voraage.ican e ispore
o, . tastight ways been there, and ts sil here. |

Conioar 1 Dons s vty g Srs e doun o ot sook and pd o faded crocome fog car e s o barl a2t woars el o1 o o ot i e G 1 v 11 S
Dontthvow away what your parerts gave

“But, Luna, Im scared 4 YouKnow-Who, |am”
“No : ngled red hair Nevil Are you going to disband the D.A. and run
3 ithas to g
ot . and steadfast, The tust Paniet ahd Lavonder,wirg Ermie and Susan, puting their love and
could tear . Luna and Ginny, e

Jack scart,
ind he nodded. "l dot, then.”

nd stood, “But fm going to be rooting
ey grned back s, e was el e yes Tt makes. el alof s, k™ “Now come on, "
ot eel the same iy,
i o vt o =m o ot o abesod 1 prge f o kys uich s poston shows i, ns atompiod 1 roogse i Lonaotor and e compancre. Ty wors e S0 b e o i i e Farosen Fovost,
However
? “He thinks.
we're dead, and he's tying to blame it on Hagrid!”
Event , 3
dirtand sweat. Ladies first?”
“Mr. Longbotiom, 3
o he St Tabl crashof the o
o o, and 3
' he looked
el ringed bt nowit fled o, nar of those
. alive

dea
o Gofitor . gonghy. syt soy siood. and Seamss sepped ou o e aise e o s w1 1 fon of N a e snappin it ety o by cigonal across is chst.“Gfndors”His o rang ut,
:nsprydlsmpimd vens i sy bumed with s, Sale

had o idea such a thing existed were on their feet, Wands came out of sieeves and pocks
T e b o Searin b bl s v v fiished standing, Erie Macrillan was. s o oy Bt o Fevereot ol o i et o b wers ogod 1 ol sens s 34 prsee o o iy

n another figure stood. 3 salute that
mirrored that of he other tree hol He did not finch, Ny ator 5. Doath Eatt o armounced boldy. a1 has (06
d values courage. | hare those values,

Sl ml s wrds o ey e s ewis & ahesamen Grgory Gose sood, g s ownwand and cosing it ot s barol ke chest, 1 iyt yes e on Nevlle I dorf ke you e, e amounced na voie it was

Slowt, relcianty, Sy began 1o slar st n s ar Frce, and ten more, il th entre tabl was on i oet and had jine he sakke. Nl was paechion, bt beice i, b heard Lur's skmost il mamu. . Jo ot

Filc i o s of opo nd puposs, Nl rowbac i rakdors o o s e sarad 1 e il f S, o soad auvero i srt a0t g of s rescool e Foror o oo st o

Cregter 7 o oo Thng To Do

The day passed in a haze of iumph. Snape had  as best as he coud, i 1. He had feturing their wands by
stipping freol 3
Snape had diately . wash, or He had been assigned (s backi  but
had
Al troughout, in classes, nd . ioers had relefat
having him back. He fling celebrity, seeing . overy mouthed “Way [0 gof’ that had lef him rather
brised. nd Luna notat al,
Evensil, it was a relief befind him head chas he
. i he warted

had boen whisked wind up y

dressed in a pair ~ o p altte
ind as he rubbed : he fel e a new person.

finish, impact, she stopped, her it
dressed in her own yellow-rimmed uriform, though he had not recognized her at ance without the ignature pigiaits. was pale, and she had lost weight, her checkbones standing out more strongly




Worried, hand on her back, and he stopped, d her ightly. “I really thought....” Her v, strained. “Oh, Neville....

“Ifought as herd as | coud. | 1ook down Amycus, but Snape was better. We had to wp for a month.
Istiooked you .t Ik beor. oy utou. ety 0 ol ancd Ibit o o e st ooty st v Toers o & oo, o e them, her
Feanmn puling berin g . Hannah ftyourfaul”
Vi oot ho o oo 1o st fears, but stead, e pusted away fom i, and pale ches udl he tore the robe away from hi ook in her eyes. Nevile
froze, too stumed o, Ingenng over and . every aut, . and
bury her lips

Now sho did ook up at him, and the expression n h eyes as she kissed the places tho heart stop. Another kiss, deep hysteria, and then he fot her warm breath on his paims as she
spoke, her -
I know” k was stupid, he knew, and he hated himsel for having nothing else o say, but hs brain seemed 10 have slopped working, and he felt his chesks heat, ot with the familiar flush of embarrassment, but something deeper. His heart was.
beating fast g atal.

s hands, . he fine of her Hor eyes nover lef i, and he fel dizzy as he stared into them, notcing whiring it lecks of gold

beautil. Her s parted, and her voice i gain, 3

She kissed him. The kiss was soft and c ihing he had It seemed {0 go beyond his mouth and his skin,

i (-and now his . their bodi tog they swayed place, her fingers sliding up o even
tighter onto one another.

itwas right, her as justa fiend, \ that there was a her voice,

| that he had ooked 10 her tabi 1 L
backs of
Hanesh ves ising i, T oy o patrrsd wih et n Herbology s coud barsykeep fomJing sl th s i, e shlsing, Diting, by il boy o svryons mads fanofvhen they werstoakirgat i in
tolerant pity. And yet, Nevile realized, “They had both changed,
line,

They kissed  finally broke apart, bul he kept i id her as she lay her head . tracing her fingers gently over the lines at s ribs where the brush had snagged his skin. Her voice
cameinawhispe ofwam Tl you:
“Tlove you'to : He did love her, and e realizad pinpoint

. He had wanled Parvat
nd she pulled X 3 iners. You do?"

He nodded. “Yes, | really think I do.
“Novlk...”Sho Gssad magai,and s e twas sover, st but o ess e, and e warked o o o hrfards antis sk, Ho warted 1 bo s 1 or it dssperaion it achad and b alrostplrdy. Horrah
i ya o o

‘the kiss onl ih,the door opened, a
e ot o st s i soget bomd
“Mr Longbolt Jeased X .
e their - and Nevil fot ot ony his cheeks, but his eniit face and neck bum with PP gall” He
stammered.
then tumed 5 n bbott | would youwere a wiling partcipant, of
couse?” The a scarlot bush, ) and regardod the two of them. *L il outl o
He nodded eagerly Ves, Professor. Sony, Professor. Of course t does. .| mean, we wil...| mean, we wor'._."
e inips ined ot smie “Beles Lo ot M Larbotor, 1 know that thes nd I 1o be an ogre, but o
moving tor eyes o Hamnah, ind on her feet again. Miss ABbot, i you dorit mind, | woud fike a word with your fiend in private..and tum your
e g T so0 o wartPocpe o ok s oy areacy wil
 her door There befind her, crossing to ake a
“You are aware, | would -
Neville shifled i Vs, ma'am
“And you feelings or her?”
her eyes as boldly as he dared, ‘love her!
Torhis suprise, eyes at s, “Isee” Ther
fwation”
Nevlle alered, uprized Yo o sk and vy oo 0 ooty
Harryfals. * He trailed of, ® like...an awfulot”
o Iwere fiends q  Her voice held a soft had never heard before, and he looked up. I have always believed that there was
ot then, o Nevle
He winced at the words, a the quiet fears they seemed (o conim, but she werl on. “You are your own man, not Frankin, no more than Harry is James, Harry have pr o be strong and brave in your own right. | am
but Iwould roma

“Of course, Professor”
“You may wish 1o think abou taking the same care with Miss Abbott that Harry has taken with iss Weasley. | know that at times lie these, young people tend 1o want 1o cing to each other all the more for fear of loss, and that is a perfectly
Lasttime d “He

o “Iwas a myselr”
Newle ke sty Your
m. A Gryfindor, ke ur NEWT. tosts, and
' kys! i ovr s ot S ks o Gomagals et wis atlecac bt erswas sometirydeep i et e ot o ot nvar by oo e e e 0 ojge such hgs, bt vent o0t coelder hat o
ives in the coming mor YouKnow-
Who.vourava ot e  trget o yoursah trooghlho chloon
“Hawah knovs tat” e protste. | mean butshe k the other thing. And if she does love me, it woud hurt her no matier wha if sometting happened to me...besides, | haverit asked her to many.
N mater ner foalng o 1 cubegin ol i e whobar oy decide o maryany o soon, s felrgs b sk and o sl o ore b M Weasoy i o begimig o udersiand
ows it fters s in wor 06 yourselfin one pioce, but f your foolings.
et alllpave 1 4. 1hope * She placed a . then nodded to him, the same thin smile returing o her ips. “And | am very glad o have you back in my house. Things have been distinlly less
000
P but the fireplace, he
around
“Ithik : . “its beena long day”
Sreiet pretty face. “You doritlook i -
hair goss. o grore
e fow smalchstrs f sodrt doing bomevor o comar labls and s i or inthe sofiness of hr fps, but it was impossible. “Hannah, there's something you
ko
- She smiled refuly M admit”
.. . unable 1o finish. I to robel, 3
‘wasn'tfair. He loved her, and the idea that the same peoph toris parers” St hut him, coud stilake tings, s o
speak.
Nevile...” R s :
Ho shook is head. "t s, pe and i Belatrx and and to come afer o getto me f ey have:
fo. I coudn't et them do that o you:”
you,but " Nevile." She fingered sieeve, beside youas I
that of course ihis the right ore. 1o risk being hurt a it for you. d lost you, it was that fd 16 et Her
“Don again”
. for hor to rying 10 do to spare hr own feeings, and he stared next.
“But, Hannah, e protested, “K's not the same for us as it for Emie and Susan
e not! ffyou Kiss, fm going you r
“No...”he floundered, "...Im ot Imean, Know, if we...| mean, | don't ihat Idonit, ..~
“Nevile - —shutup”
Ho did
22
November roled on, and snow fell over the grounds of Hoguiars, softer the trees. To an outsider, the castie appeared unchanged, but students now scuried to
Neroaogy e Cartof gl roenase ol oo o s roah. v onger A o i, ar et et ed at heir necks.

oratmeas. Tro Hosos 3
i 5 lock ot boen . reqanrg ol yers 1 s 1 bed it i 1 by ot s S00n igh Closscs Pt 14 e peon shred bawen w o more Hovee Not orly had clubs. . but

o catehanysgnof e, o aryof e secied DA mabers sche argeded n wrgdorg. T to sddiorl akches of st a1 e el ooy ot Kingoy Spackevor 1 v down 6 et Earrs e

charming it
G e o smvom Nevlo wi s atea o Ipet aows i sk s e o
Srene va begnig sl b haweys mraot sl h coridors ot g s sl :aoe orowing olr o e s ad sk o Seop, ki oty soemed ool h 1ol v v recaed o oo gt » Seopi Srovg.
. a copyof things might be useful if some remains of a conscience were giving him trouble at ight and signed *You-
DontKnowlho.”
The Room of Rquramer e proven o be mors st and them had Novillo trick lay in asking it for exactly what was neoded, down to the firiest detail if at allpossible. The most
the school, new, ighter security.

proimity’ by
in mm‘ allowing the DA, to gather without anyone having apparently lefttheir approved areas. Only the two Siytherins faced greater problems in joining them, but their House was ot being as closely monitored as the others, and so far, though
R had

g
D had b -
ggnog Dobiby had provided as he sat casualy draped over one of the large couches i the Room of Requiremen, Hannahs tthe front of the room, spired some of
o
Carrous roasting on an open fire,
Dodes g atthoioes
is feeling quite bive,
v o oo sy oo
They say that Harry Potter's on his vey
hero fo help the D A
And every mather’schild is gonna spy
Tovatch him making Amycus cry.
igh,and he shifed, fishing The 3 he read the message. They got me. TR. Nuciging
Hamah offhis lap looking around the room. Sure enough, . and
) brieh you
nd he had hi Hosp. wing.
. Who was siting on the them, he tapped the L shoulder. ¢ he whispered, 1p.” He nodded fis head toward and Emie goto s
foet, , .
s gong o Eme ases
“Idon't know, exacty” He held up the Gale “they had gotten i, inthe Hospital Wing. Ineed tofind out what's happened.
Eme rodec n cersanding, o s tons vas skeptca Proben s mate, ' some reason. You' butits notthe
oo Novllo ageed. Tt why e goig o pnchima
“Waita second..."
‘ n bomevork "
* He gave Ei “Come on,
e had cocked back one let . Pain exploded and he dropped (o i knees, citching his face in both hands as he gasped fo ar, blood
pouring stone foor riot drops. "Dabbid, Erc i he spat, another foor" r
Dreadu thing, . old chum. That pasty”
Shooting a fthy ook at is friend, handkerchief and balled nose in an effort 0 stem the worstof the bieeding as he approached the bark wall ‘| deed do go do de ‘aliuay by Gryfiddor Dowerl” e
amounced. Thankfuly, opened, ady
By the time he had Hospital Wing, the odd g m quite 50 hard. His eniie face had begun to swel, his nose was unquestionably broken rather
speciacuary, and it had e found
he looked up as he entered, her eyes widering. ‘Mr. Longboltiom! Good heavens, what in the name of Merin has happened 1o your face?”
bl Jxwd e oo tongue ussily
and sighed. Bludgor wil do 0 you, * Motioring him
. d Youcantake :
e ddes st e
it i, Bludger
nd “Reddy, whad habbed?”
gingerty. missing.” and
* He grimaced. :
“Icab see dad.”Nevile said. “Who wad id?
“Crabbe and Goyle. We've al realy started missing Malfoy. He kept a leash on them, bu now they think they re practically Prefects...which is a problem, because thinking is g suit” ashe the
brok X Y
. serious again g
say anyting ik he' He's Goyle idthe Carrows, and they told my faher,and...” He
hesitated, . the " They're coming for me.”
more, Madame The b nosign
Episkey!”
nstantly, the worst goblet Imafraid, matter”
“How oeting ot a Death Eater father's on the way? Father willlove (0 hear thl, Im sure. God, | shoud be gratefl they re puling me out of
“Agony.”
rd er
i Quick, though, g :
ook hs head, - ifyou do that Nevle. |just warled - K quys.”
Trrewas oot understanding. back,
The resparee was & o, wordess taks of e . but the ook offear and e o senol, o s going 0 bopurished, o
is father was, and tobe ‘the Carrows or worstdays. Younger boy's shouider. "Wel, you did manage to make history before you ef..|
o -
K Longbotiom .
i . Nevle replied. ay?”
0 Nl liping out of 3 ho know, o festof o D.A. would be laughing at carols
preparing
000
. they just drop dead.”The Hoaler inks aboutta minule, and suggests she try 710 that point. Wel, 1 he asks how it worked. "Not half bad." she answers, ‘hey don't
make near so much noise when theyre faln'of the bed.”
Nevill e d as he wiped the tears from hs eyes . “Tve got
pe. v ot e, e whapered ety So i i gos o e gic and ‘s at work in the morming. | ink my wife is having an affar with the milkman, he says
. and [ : Nour vife s faithu,
1o know what the milkman's doing o your Kneazl."
ot K pastterl W' o be asleep!”
“Somy" but the lastof han “Anyway, %0
And nd latest
Seamus'joke was interupted b He snatched . leveling e
s an ow!
Nevile birked
it was an owt I Nevile's ita e . and
stickonloo. s urt s oo hesitaion he tapped his vand ag . e opened owl gently
s arms.
Yoarsy strsd s o cartied bed, laying Jatched The ow looked to Htwas more its beak and legs blue,ifsfeathers cake
withice, d \ cold,and “You poor tig,

el ook”Seams ves ais i i ho was b o e s o urs b packge wa S atachc X Bndod e et gossy lack b was s magicaly rund s s g, uiskady prin i
horribly familar sign of

“Aye, of course. by” Seamus' P s s wand o sever e sigs it ek e package o e baterd i A o pused e, sl iece of parchmer i

[atbrpier g oo A A o, i iy e wert oo berl o ks,

Ho passod o parchmont o Nowle whohad ko rummage I e ek o 6 fask of P Novill tred to wave it away, but Seamus leaned down and held it
the

the words, . but as he deciphered the hurried, his hands begin o shake,
and he felt is face go pale.

TR

PS unband mercury theyll kil him to

He looked up, feeling dazed and hearlsick, and he package the brown pape e stared “Nevill...” He knelt, holding outthe bundle as he shook His head
lowly.“Are these what ik they are?”

ok Nl rachc kot Pl i it e i b ofhoaiou kot A k. cruing e S i, st gt s w gt ad il dhor o e of ot on e b

“Death Ealer's robes,” Nevill whispered, awesiruck, ‘and...one of their masks. They re. they/re real. Biimey, they re thick." He leftsleeve, e had

ot andNeile shck sl scoopng e b and sk o sk andbieing b doeply 2 o ralcrdup b ke ek and rried o o . Grstycading o b nis b, b
iAoty eme ko e book: Trsmscn oot Merery hu? el

e loki fortim, ar .
- " i,

robes and mask.
“And what, pray el are we doi with tose?”

beginming feathers where his ears. the ice on his wings began to melt and he slowly took on a slight less figid
color. But he sent us those as s last equest, and \donlmbsmi totake bt
] N b

e beliefs, even as he had and he had paid far 00 s00n asked.
way to make them pay”
000

Xenophiius Lovegood surpassed himself, geting out a edition of the . it o s o, e charad g wersree.Newlle sccoped e o he tends of sech o e DA

i aSiyherin, be
was one of us. and we won't iust let this o,



has lost, but he's Susan, your aunt. Hannah, your Mum. Mike, your Dad. Mel Lynn Fé we don't
. The the

out
L
raised his wand the mission. The spar siher tis b
i today, the rallying cry was difierent.
“For the Fallen!”
y dinner banner of e Quibbler, and beneath i, a picture of Runcor that Camelia had gotten for ther. & showed fim in the Siytherin common room, dressed in green pajamas

ith a siter snake on the pocket as he lay sprawied upside down in a chair, playing Exploding Snap with a handiul of other boys who had their backs lo the camera, then laughing so hard when the cards erupled that he fell head-first inlo the:
remains of the game.

find —
a iting trioute o a fallen soldier. Nevile thought t was perfoct. He wasn' supposed 1o have been a soldier, none of them were, and it showed him as a boy, his houso affiaion ciear and unashamed, butin a picture that coud have been taken in
a chool,

Below the photo, the headine blared in bold, black type, and below that, nd o Nevile
g the DA, Nevlle had expected the DA,
disappear the e d, yolow, alone.
 of cours it the and tables, be bumed

by hand one ata time. '
NO ONE SAFE! YOU-KNOW-WHO MURDERS OWN!
. 14, of Sy and his faher, noted Death

thi e bt llovers o Yo Krowho
25 Reny o i many e, ben slectd 0ty Keeper on the St Quikich tam befors el istandig atr s yea and v vl o i altc povess. G see i haing gone
pmfesm cortarly 3
hovever, face of s Renn, vitra
o for seven. Albert vico t oo Wiy uggfeter six
years ago, The 4
rotum,
and son, but
ithe ‘ Quibbler, ve.
4, Harry Polter 3 as The Boy
T Muggle-Bor Commission, ported in a Special Polyjuice Potion nfitation, and Albert
disguise, having been sontto St Mungo's by a Nosebleed i y as i " comorker
This acton ¥ y 3 Superionty, or
y , norany. Nor ofo
of the leallets like your hand was simply i forthis alone, tial, he vas " pulled from school the same day, and the following nigh, ho

‘and his father were murderein cold biood,

e, con anyone count romsaliossale? Rolable oucestl us bt e Malloy iy amony iho st ghlyestoemed and prominnt o Yo KnowiAhos nr it arrewang o prisonors en hr iy esle, Mally
of death o corporeal form by

for who tumed over the Polters sxteen yoars ago and who facillaled You-Know!Ahos et
o murder orture, slavery, and imprisonment what e are supposed to consider
{he benefs of il Wiches and Wizards, consider your chacas carafl, and remember he Runcom farly and all he ther ictms o YouKnowiARo' boody rogime by Jiing he ubive n supporing Hary Poter af very
Long ive Hary Pol
KT Sl ot Spepe's i feataes showed al e rage el como 0 et afrsich ot ofdefare, bt gracl e bogan el P h black yes were o 10 on Gofindor s usal, e, e wer e o
Ravenciaw tabl as he leaned towards the e fer o Sovs! o par o Hdeous smies sread acoss e dovg e, mrored
o fot his blood
Lure.
Craper: Draamsand Reitos
Novloprossed bac gty agalrs o ool ton vl oing s breath as o fenod for o sound fa ool heart Every o Jot go of is wand long
id ahead. The thick, Pl i, but e spred There would be ime (0 taly

Raon o mton cooh 5 6omor o1 ne ey o Spf Coscnd o o106 imsa 8  trga s o sioaciad o wand n {thrichadtoae Wichael, is handsome face sfining with sweal over an ashen pallo, is eyes haurled. The
il “Holy~ Nevil, [coud have

Joucoudmeotieg” “Keep yourwand up. Eomen cood e K “Were's Tery?
i You can't bock "
Toon ok o ek et o ke b i el e car e T e 2 bt o s i oo T booh . and keep wpr" He'd s instincts
intothe sizzes, crack Thero o
voices muffed Kable,a i hr voice igh, stained,
ugh, and X . v s el JolyL
Nevilo did not resiate. x Doath Eator and beforo oo b was ahr S, scoopig v v s s 150t ok of et et her somewterosao o i ot
One of e 1 She tisted nfis
green. a spit second, L
000
“Trat Boorin disgust. Gimy, st n o Death Eater’ | wordess sk, »
Insteac, “The floor  the walls were
mirrored, except o infrontof, U A
Uit vater,
Haftho D A thom offof  the otherhaf sl b forwear, b
ofvaious spels. The nil flare of anger faing now, Nl sighed. Jus..undo the ) 2 bifo o eat, whatever. s 1o use yeling at you hen everyone's st oo
beat o stenanyvay”
oty .2 foutrys 9 = “Look,
Hanrah, h started, | idt mean o get s -
“We're going o have lo be soldiers now, not ] is, I dorit anying stupid fike they have to piay the hero, and that goss doubly for s Grfindors” She was
006, and
“Veah,1know. Buyou were hur | coud st et you —
Joly-Logs,  Novile s toeth, sure, but 1 was fine. Trat's o he poir. | dorit mind you barging in o save me, nfact,Fm kind of grateful. Bu you shoud
have siopped - Red spark o
g o g
er bes o pretend she wasn't otcing anythng
@ . m sory. and .
No, its nol” Hammah whired {0 face him fuly now, and Ora sipped . leaing her Triss outyou, Nevil! Not some prophecy, not you being in
DA
Al Novl cussed e ams ove s et ety
Doty see Hor i ad bocomo il wiharger and ustatar,Lose Bagman s e ose Ay, ans. o5y of s, el ard 'S down s, s rubars Los o a1 ' k3ot mors b arober vand '
o0 ot vt Nl Longsotom, and k0 .y matr o vyt r
“Ginny, Emie, Luna -
“Tnere's three of hem! Th head ofyours?” She then glared athim, her. 't
you o it again, Nevil, i love you, goodness knows 160, but 1m not going [ aboutme,

back as wel as you do everyone-
“1do! He prolested uatch my ke 28 much as cant”

Y “Fyou did, Nevie, -
| it Thetogars N r
nover mind!” e from his, hr . youd forus,
hlc:\ss vk b o o st mors vsot o o S T 4 4 o P et 5AKod i, art P was o taein v, gl ot Comac 3 rraasingy amibasssed 2 b roaand oW Sla i or T k. rov
many people were looking at him. Al o them, in fact,
There was ol then Camelia “She’s right, you know, and | dont .
| 0k chum, \ and \ 0 Bl o, I fancy the D.A. woud miss you a lot
me” . Who tinks L atright?”

the room, and He did andithy X . “Wel, it for
the good of the DA, ' nice”
A roar of e brokeout i, and el el s as he waved his hands o “Thark you, Ms. MacDonald," he cast her a reproachi look, only 1o be met vith an uterly unashamed wirk. “But that will not be
racessary” He scamed e o Yo ! that made. A lot of them. But fist, I wari (0 point out that a ot of people did things

well o
»anm Joue s s gten s bt Daris, st a0 some ol contdance i our spalwork, ard una, that Vanishing Charm on the stars was gerius. Padma, your Shield Charms are at least
* He pointed T tscd o s eved a0k b o Dlchboths, whers s coares af s o s o peppersswik i, ot oo

oo

Nevlle appoc e coLrns Wi s “Thss sk by a5 en. pacpe, W'vs a1 ae g, praciced ogatrr et wers died sy Btk DesthEsers rty st e s an e ol e, il e
s anyono v anyidezs vy

N iratun e, bt was o of o mggest e, G o Chif Dea e o Lniht. o me iat she el 2ot more comtortaledoing s robs, becatse he dossr el ke I someting ‘good ! shoud evr do- e ook a

deep breath I's nol. Il never, ever deny that. Butin peace time, kiling someone is murder. i war, . for example,
o o vy opir Yookt Wore s b i e snakNaeed sonof a hag.”
Appimse ks ot t e s v it b il befr o e chres ool i R W e e ot Hary o bk wht vt il b sl ad it b o
friends, they i be. . and Mot o106 peopls fight
for your fife, here coming back, o v pareonim
yourmind and heart when s me o do o real Ve oty peroes Yo s o s e mostto you.
He tumed to the bos ier two formed below. “Nex!?”
Uovenior rlsec v o Dot Eatr s Toay valy o mess iy rond S srares. s ot b Tapaog a o N e soe ot o, o 1 he yol s scved o of your i, ar oy’ aiays compltalycalm and
ihing g
number.
“° y Porsonally, they help me, and kiled peoph but
difirent It helps you o assign a face under there, do that, if ot srip the mask, it Number trvee-" -
“Adrenaiine.” Nevile smiled dry,Is your best friend and your worst enemy. On the one hand, you can it Yyou down. year and ittook me
ibou. tall, Luna, Ginny, and More laughter at tis. “Or . it pumps
ind gradall - . he shrugged, "l others. Colin?"
‘igotm ppe .
“Left myself open when was firing
“Lavendor”
“Didntlook before | went around a comer”
“Antror
“Mixed up two diferent spells
Neville nodded in satisfaction. Tra's yot for a reason. This is our 0 ealythink and
i bad, ¢ and we' hopeful

i bel, and the blackboard var
G, vt o e ol SUll We st ot hour, s he Listenart ae Ivarie 1 make 1 everyons et char o say goodbye o e fends fom e Hovsss.| ik e have & ot more of s now. So._uh, mecting
dismissed, but you don't have (o leave yet”

Floo Net
information, or reviowing their performances together. He also noticed that he and Hannah did not appear 1o be the only couple 1o have crossed House lines over the course of the autumn. Several other pairs were locked together in comers, not
.

k : leg 0 find adoraton. ‘Dobby
averyone ise, o s " kot
gold o He smied
having y “Tharks, Doboy. :

The Onyour feet 3 and Nevile laughed
“Doboy,trats bikant” placing ihese are fanastic.” He tumed. gvig the effa ight hug, but uike Mimsy, who rolled her eyes atsuch
AL suien deacame i o and e laned i ose. Dobby. 1w youo rota eepingsercs.. Emeand Susan o geling mat over h bl Becauseof o a1y ging o v (o o s it byt g i

e word Wihey make I, ey HELP. coud ukoow.
“Ofcousor e go “And q ming o find
“What il be mosi secrt
Cont ey oo st nowvoud 17 et gmed. i 2 guess.”
“Ah...” Tery nodded e
o dnthear trom mo- k a7
Nevile .ma,a insatsfacion."Good. T et :
“Whe doe I have. a\lmmwmwmdeu\vnm G e . e oot ey g ot e Yo o
“Sho doos et Mol e -On o oy,
eah”
ks o ou 5 el profer o o1t 1 b, b avencans been amad i ear. i you 0 kow | nfod,an rostof s, but wo s far
oo cobat e oy grow sl winratuce, ard s shook Nel's b .- marks. | guess e’ learming, though.” He
yimaced comicaly "Miko
S Nevte ot 'weveallleamed maL' He hugged fis riend. Happy Crrisimas, an thats for ke, 100 1w Kind of hard on i n the dil. Now,fyou excuse me...” e nodded fis head towards Hamah, “There’
patch higs up with before we have 0 g
“oumean: Tery leer -

o room. There's -
“Our Feariss Leader” Witha huge, dramatic sigh, Teryroled Metin knows, d we're all going elps”
“Hasrikiled Emie el
“Give e, my Fiend. Tery ook s head. “Give I me.”
000
Srape mado o mow o lowing day. or st g, ot o ot day. o L
tapping g Panat Gy, Hoflepult
Potiors i hey have b Jeeps tongnt. “
. uinged. "Novik, ¥ -
“Nor”He whired, [ He's won, Ginny He's won, or 2 whatover that ra, its ot good!”
“Maybe ts ot Luna. . .
Mo its Luna bl =

t * Standi Y none of the butrathera intesit.“He knows

weve got ateveryting he's . ot Quibers, bu he ke what weife doing now — ot the Room of Requremen,necessarly, 1

stopping the leaflets,

i younger boy.'Go on
stogeed fad someting done o e fami o orophiin ks

, o
“You know, Colin” he sighed, I think you might be rgh...t makes an awful kind of sense.
‘cause | don'

Comsbed g iy om

W L Parvati asked.

No, but we got our Blood Status just barely. My Dad's a Mt b we got our ows. Lt She was a Saquib, you se

"By marmage!" Colin raised - She was fold parents had been
o perform, and their he ;

‘Do rsat, Neule, o' g e “Hell the Polters and

the Pover

Sy Nt sigh “Idon'

Covanier g s o Tagh Tt got s e o worst kem secrot n Gryfindor, uness you count that Hary's scar keeps hurting him, or that Ron's had a ting for Hermions since fourth year.” She paused, then alowed a cheeky smike.
“Atboug
™ vne\" asked Nevile.

for each other. 1ve p New Years. 'd bo sooner, 50
“Easler, eight Sickies.” Nevil Never I Colin, pe: on...”
The boy took a deep s just.. well... know that her family Hogwarts. I Fanyting, sk,
know they had a Squib Muggle and raised her kids as Muggle ot of bood, o be honest, ab to take us home if 0 one mets us a the
train, and ;

oy ourletters school That's par okay

d die for the lam”
‘Along silence answered his words, then Lavender spoke. “But, Col are gone?”
Solsil have a Umversny fund, Y Muggle papers. year, i get us a place, get a job, do the best |can.” He.

shrugged.

X wed legs and
s supposed 1o be a badger.” he explained, panting slighty, "McGonagal says | can sill get partial marks if | can fiish the transfiguralion by tomorrow mom ~ what's goin’ on?" He stopped, hs forehead furrowing with worry as he saw all the.
Solemn faces.

Luna’s Dad, and we think. *Panat explained
Seamus swore. Do we have a plan?"
Nev

Nor aamited Nevlo. b Gy you o n Oty St Catctpo g™
‘She nodded. “The Lovegoods are just over the hi

Word ha . 1 Do
you think she coud stay at the Burow?”
“Absolutely” Ginny gave a > be thrled, actually. i his wife place, Chartie’s in Romania, it the the run, Merin knows where Ron s...it
justbe me and them, 5o we'd love a e more company.”
“Okay, then” Neuile ficked his wand, nd of atae. p fonight,justin case, and sioep in obes, ready 1o go ata

o pack. dorm. Although, Colin, second?”
They spitup : Rvias after elght.
2 2 ages. he. 9

lodgo, ot waning o scor ke b was g o lower ovr i
“Coin, beon hurt. d
“Ididritwant youo have more to oy abod o roweres 5 it ool | can'ako car of s




I e e e ol e

D anras oo vidre s ot oes snras ou meve Jouleou Thers s o ot ptoiag re bal spsed i, 3 Coinseomod o soe s The Migle vod s an ol plco L of e e We growp Foaiet gargsard
b

nd's older brother
those”
bout Befast, o o onessad. | ot krow. B it e i, y arrtoutardened”
I don't thirk i, placing one hand 2 E bout it eari Iwas eleven. Ive seen dragons. | have a wand, a real
magic wand, and e grant . i
for Novile. g up.
“Youire fight, | don't ik | can ever realy understand, but  hink | do as much as | can." He met the other boy's eyes directl, and with a new respect. ‘I was going to bring here fo it take care y
yourself, b | tirk I was wrong. Stil parchmert, nd if not, you can ser
g 3 Spare rooms. fyou think or Promise?"
Promise.
“What was that for?” Nevile laughed.
o Y . .
000
had changed. nd the Gryfindors into raigh i bare, pansis,
He shota ook : 4
“Silence! No taking!". K Longbottor -
gave her s shouider, ol tumed, waiting buring there
were 3 attheir it
Nevill sat on the nearest bench, sdi s, Para| Lavender a0 Gy o o sueess s 10 . Cartow gl a0 116 of tam and motoned with hr wand again. No, | don'
r toul. Fi Pail
When her smile widened, ko vor v Manacos st o ih foo i faol,and bfore il coukd move, thy ha clamped tighy aroue s arls,shacking him
d. and his o e Togors i 15 1o 0y 3 o o el e, v codi Ther v 1oy o ohm o et ot 38t e ek
trik s,
the car, bolt ke the sound of a crypt sealing, Barel “They could have Just tld us they

e sk us i i ortors, youlknon”

cloying aroma like rot
ferd ok Vaguel e vas avare et ho Shnid o pescking, v By were um; dM?ged kot it . o yehen 1w sty b e e oot sl it scvemy ool e SOk 0 o o Tvyear g

o fol sick, dizzy, fog ke ki fumbled for s wand, tying o force the numb, reluctantfingers o find the weapon n the folds of his obes. His hand
oot e i potsnod e e e 100 ggr o 1 et
The kain had siopped movig. Though e windows, Platom 9 % of Kings Cross Station was urmistakabl, if 35 blury and vague as everying clse sesmed to be, and he coud see peope waiing sikntly, a g of dark robed, siver masked

pierced the air again and again,but as his head began o ciear, fihe gas. from another
e clearing ar and nd is heart

o ore o foshcrafed Boedy again ol harb ocgos
“LUNAILNA! She's GONEr

1 and wand held Fe he poired his wand at the
latch on the door. ‘Aluhomala/“Nomng na

Notwastng  momen. o yeted back ave s ahoukler,“Seamus!
The young kishr

“We'll force it On tree. One, two —*

y 3 3 ick gl g platform below. His legs were still uncertain, and he stumbled, skinning his knee, and
e
o ca. ey crined pospat. o animast®
Tomy o i i . she ot -
Even fheyvo taken hr ware a e car't go a message o oy, k. UsoRoduco, gt
Goumas sl 2 o ca T e 15 S a5 5 oo G -Seamt Yo g G, G ot b o K s, o e od o bere's
e bouerar, s a o darar, sk
beard His face was twisted
. “Lunal” he howio. My Luna! Whathave you done winmy Luna?
Joucrazy o " g i :
“Plaso..” e e Lovgoos sho's i 1havel love her”
ol o Dot Eser e Tyt e paior R sonses,
a0y, o s 1 st yos Lo o i Lovegond made. o SRor 1 5. e by o o . weepg comely e and o g (S
daughiersnameaverar\d overina nereal chant
“Disgracet because o orthei prents' polcs, Those are the acions of a coward,f you ask me.” Al sufed wiur perched on er hat stode forard, oking
down her
Yermou, G Lore” e, ) forvard, pped himdead
inis uacks. Sh drewer o
Wlden MacNalr” Hr vice v arch.sharp with iscain, Y shoud be ashamed of yousel, loing an ki man and kidnapping  ile i But . sopped leing you play because youliked .
weaker ‘ :
ek She vatched him
"l do bellowe. itet ey Nolo-
g0 ter g e
St retumed the hg. her e ratas sho o o his robes. s length,sating i fom s o 0. “Good ©
W
te 1 be 1, Gran. Ml tell you later ' .
Her: “Iwould say so. You's g bitof L g reacting to you like
Ttk woud
ipe calling you a ' pr You expe "
your”
“Angry?", ight, her eyes glowing. “I don' i youl A's v s
feet, but Gr uta finger under his chin, lifing his face again. “No you don't P w. tostop.”
He shook his head fiercely. “Theyd have to k\H me ﬂrSl‘
: o o valamid )
Toonotoar phe
ppeored e sheook el f s o singg T g et am.“Come o Newte, Lets gthomo e hov 1010 sbodt
"ehiclany. Gran,
haced, she seermed e schoor?
: E Sorants
our Lioutnant A -
Trvaoma ees days st sl oot vear
. hen. sho to1he Faiting Fors nhe parir”
Nevllofowned S kP
s . -
. he suggested.
T v modone
Ho leanad down o e er s i chask.in amid. T s a1 | have o 1 o e, 00.”
Ater famiarfaces o e D A, and of i wurkattne
e e
Tobes overthe same poweri b
. Nl cringed. khad einis
el
Nl tmed, ning 0 sip na " Unorrsiohy e
Nevile, e Dacs bein a fai cragon' arsel
“Emie,fs realy ol
o fathr's voice e piatomn. “Nae yo don, adiel M Macaitan brought up his o ward, and Nevefl s hough an invsibie and had rabbed the
T o
Then s st about Susan?” he blurted
M. Macnillrs brow creased."Susan?”
Witin s, Rowever he
000
: pink et it S, Nl andHorrah Hannat's bam ow, Oron,
Alfour were il cressed - conpi e thoy ing uie 5 ow sares and b
Disapparatos
ed ) anc. i, “These are  she expined. had o promise M Weasiey
Vild i ?
Rl ko ot o crs e hd e g i cunfaco boked ekt o ol ol

ype
cfetrs and mbers ot o assumed were I somo K of ol code There was 00 o roon bkl made of o o delcal pacmentand coired i rclss boes o 1nes bt soominly prted wnn o same
ormaton. and top that it was a uggles

Tis sl ey reat- e murmured Cankeopitr

3 So..we! 3 stay as far as possible from Diagon Alley
end wizarding i Muggle word?”

Finaly, Nevile spoke. 3 g store;

nd say hello some!
Do e i and o s gl “Idon ik v ever come U 2 -
“1do beleve, my friends. N
Chapter 9: A Different World
money L 3

“Money.” The plump, “Dolars, Yen, Marks, Francs, Yuan, what-have-you. Not tinkets.”

“Listen, my dear man; Emie “Surely,

Susan and Hamnah exchanged a lok, then Hannah leaned o sros e couir w3 ol 2 oonot o Honeyskes. Okay.”
ty please?”

he pured, “So maybe we are up to something a feansy bit naughty. We're on our way up to Scotand so our

The beady ke ey soflered.oung v, o1

Hannah giggled. “Exaclly”

“No deal” Al the sommess vanished, and the man's face set as he shook his head again with immovabe finality. “Whatever youive nicked from Mummy and Daddy's coin collecion, you can go somewhere else 1o fonce it Now get out of here
efore | call somaone.

Nevi sighed. " . lotof hoices nd waved “Confundlsr”
It frk, e ha “May I help you?"
renp Mug - o, for it
“And these are...7"
s 2 Galls , *Nevile closed his rying o remember e entance to Diagon Aley. ‘Five pounds. So those are five hundred
inds cach, hat's fve . 3
ekt ot s s sl o o kot 7
counting “So s o, e, s ousand v uried, s soven, gt i, o e ry. (. Plesur dong bisins i
“Trarvs!” ”
ino four pies. e ffowned, and head.
i, ) Hel, s got 1o be plnty, no mater wha prices are fike in he Muggle word. Nevle stared
and fascinatod . be pushed

the deepest pocket of his rouser
Taupposs so. Enie gamited cauioush it | 0o have s, kst case.. 50 et roWT

fe looked at Nevile expectanty. Despite the fact that he had no more experience in the Muggle workd than anyone else, the ofher tivee seemed to be

“Uh...wel, e shouid probably do " he suggested. W' funny look robes and ry o break up how much we all malch untl we can get some proper Muggle clthes.. s il

He shrugged out of his own robes as he said this, bundiing the into his trurk, and the other tree followed g
lter,leaing it 2 a rathe daringlyow-cu sweatr, the sing er s 0 pul back or har. Harnah, meaniie, entirey. packing them ‘and leaving justthe white shirt and gray ki, and
ot id of the vest tie.

o, 3 loud whste went o nearby

bythe “On, come o the o, Chuck
n v iy dort s At -y o s oo o oot slring 0 realy fany th show” Susan gave them a ity glare exiening -2 ing on it butthe ueky youl
Alrughifyou et gl ik of et Frdsome s canel oo ook o

Wi v e ot o 4po0InO. 6 1 comimnd o e v, 16 S o, g ot Tane “Put your sfirt back on tortory al the way fom
nd”

“Yes, ma'am [ ¢ So..heroddd “Which one?”

Northbound to Edinburgh.” He looked around at the dizzying array of
signs, tapped oo o be s wsy oo Eocuhe . wbers o 5y kot T e e e i Showe 1 1 10 o e e i et pevorene o

il biushed.
bl drftiou bow o areur b, bit o man s b ke it roverar e i A ot o shouder “¥s a ghi first tme for vyt Jane. Hate those, myselt. Just get you

P
Oy msn for s wand, inending to cham i . but at 3 the handle it
p who

hooied eghartyar apped inte coge.

estnation, dear?” she smiled

“Four one-way to Gretna Green on the Edinburgh train, ma'am.” Nevile repled,

She laug!
Nevill binked, stunned, “Just thom, actually.

‘She siid four ik her “That| .
then, and You, young man ¥ “That, and don't
miss your rain. lleaves atfour”
Emelaughd o rack . Trnke a4 o it Ho paused, o e is b, Say. , Would you? We, uh. fowthings.”

urse, aMarks & onLiverpool. (thenits o take a
cab wyuu the:
They

and o “This it so bad, really. Greatid though Let's
okt ol i e et s g o Do rter

1" she prot

“Look, sister, | don' /s a bleedin God e o ca90 o ot b i or. 3 i
o ol on the tain.”

s okay” Hannah took the cage, ooking a lte mifed o . and opened it Orion soared ou, fiying in @ wide, silent circle o stratch his wings before landing ightly on his
mistress’ :

She looked inlo the bird's la gz , Orion, but we's andwe're
rouble.”

way. No how. No can do.

“Ofcause, Harrah answered camy
“What are you, a witch
“As amatte—

nd: P . using his heigt smallr i hands o

Goye.
“Look, mate “Tmsorry. owi speaks French

“Gady” ind pocketed

*Am I supposed (o say 'y hero?”
He chuckled, nuzzing E 1o awal for
“Fair enough *

 and ducking back A . she moaned. g

“Good poirt.” Nevill nodded. “Al ight then. s too cold to wak, So you two southcoast giis stay in here. Ermie's Highiand stock, and I'm a Dales kid,
coid, then the two young men stepped outsice.

find nagers to . but by the ime he had fetched Hannah and Susan from the station and cimbed o the cozly
\ taking

heated inerior, Nevile was sfiver
3530ty e o st s tough
" she whisper

“Ive hands. "I's fun*

He smmed back ather,and s “Oi there, bl

“Sor

Tha it ook ol fow i dos,an hem ey wore trre. N had wordered 70 o be bl i o sor hon ey gt oo, ut it s dlar tatwou o b a prblem, ars & Sparr PLC was emblazoned acros o for in

huge, brighiy liteters, and below i, the holiday dispiays in the windows snowed, hard o believe ch a2 2 ace o magi.Sropoers acen down
“God

Ermie paid the cabbie. and they scuied quickly nside, only o find that the inerior vgl e
led ort AChvistmas tree as tal as the. /. gittering < bale ana
tiny twinking ights, and The air i spices, ngs and

Shoes, . / Men's " He glanced at the two girs

with a ook of concern. Do you think you'l be okay?”
laughed.

Emie nodded,ghang hr a uick s “Sounds good And fyounced mormonoy.
tihink

. o suprised

{oseo s ashof pain inhs flend' s
Al e

Imean, your g “Cold foet?"
r tand thing. 1 just worried, that's al”

“About whal?”

N i  but you heard im.
of her aunt, , !

shiver then poinied ahead. “There we ae: Men's secion”

Atal, the clotting racks, i g men. is eyes narrowing
' inthe knoo -

“Possibly.  Hoguars,

© 4 bout coming fom a wealth. Now he and th look on the face of the Muggle




He nodded, CAh, yes, , certainly..| am Mr. Dinwitty, if you wish."
Tk o Latrie” e glarced rour, hen poed 02 site of s gl vearig L ightfiting the loose outer robe. ‘Tl be needing tht, and something a it
more ca
twedos, then, and.
Emo hesiald o moment. Someting or e et of couse, an somethig e i o ot ostentatous, and not 100 rendy. Ciassic, ou . Bt ket ey s . we hvs o patcuarvih o
s ke

-w pessre Cono wih .. He lloned bar rverdbeeen e race, ad i o shead 0 houh e h ol ry b e botsad s, b e prtaty nod e rro sabstmrt, evenae Nl loved g

e Albosgh s atoat v s pd boon cmmsed sacort e o ande Sow v s b s v o I o V.o P v ok P et among e 1t a1 g when b had cauee 1o waen

other than unforms.
Lt o, P, o e ety qestorssbou e coars and rerch s, odgig eaty s e between the wizard and against t, Neville first time since
stepping off
000
3 Emie 3 parcels having
He seemed older refined,
 ite part. pair of fol,
that was a dark brown, buttry leather with lamb’s wool at the collar, which Mr. Dirwitty had called a ‘bahmer” The sleoves of xpocted, and he had to
For s brass.
the store.
g — a bizare affair with no hands at al but rather . and
ikt Nevlls ozs, he hoels of i shos hed ithe
dn't seen her for ye
hair; the thick, once come nearly o her waist when they weren't ied u n pigtails now snipped info of oose tshaped face in a soft
cloud of gold. yes, making P her figure over g |, black,
high-heeled boots. Her coal, ke his, was leather. blushing. Nevile...s it you? X I
shoud try something a it more grown up, and.
Susan tumed in Ermie's arms, laughing as she saw him. Hr t gray wool, similr is, K o take him o St Mungo's. Poor boy's
speechless.”
ile shook foot of the stai form words. “ou
look very nice, too.”
Ermie frowned anxiously at Susan. “Did you have enor
Pty Sn pamed o an s i f bags noor ahre Hanrah ha boen saning Trere was a us how o use
ool ded o
closely fitied fet ! but Im stz
Nevll nodded. .
. want o ry?’
*Sure.” She slipped y pointing e, it ther
s sl me,youkrow, sho said
osiale,searcing o words, X et ol dferort bt goadway.
sm o there athim. "Wel, .
evile sighed. imes, | don' think and g -
“rs 9 3 pied fimiy. ‘Tve a haif years now. I e 1o be. And youive been amazing with the
DA
He shrugged. Ikeep aski « and .
o
“Thats not mins;” e pro mosty off d .
B annmon i 3 did.
“Id never want o Dark Arts. I ind the more | have 1o get ino it the more | hate il | don't want to understand the way those people tink " He shuddered. “I's like eating something rotien to make it go
away”

“Then teach Herbology.” Hamnah's tone had taken on the fa
have thrown on the compost heap for dead *
“Maybe.”  though

iar stubborn edge that he had come to know meant no hope of retreat. “Professor Sprout will be retiing eventuall, you know. And you dolove. that e seen you make things. orow ' would

“Babies.” K i Jing, bappy piles of babies. Tknowa g the skt it L but
o g !
“My Gramps owns the Leaky Cauidron. He was gonna leave it fo my Morn, but..wel. ‘Anyway, it be coming i
cate, y PP g o be seated pasteboard anters perched on her head. Hannah was quietfor a long moment,
Tohi 2
“That what wil matter?”
AR  sboulescing o s o bes i and Susen geting marid. The DA | s, 7 anyway?" Her fentative, and
rofully before he a
e maters 210 Boca o v hings a pecplo we v, plars o o e, ¥ e, tolose
alot of frends, no mater wha. and we'l need that.” He paused, then wert on, the now. then we'llhave ‘o lve, and we'  and our ives wil be.
or kids or :
y front of the queue now, i S gty 3o on e scsof sch ensty it e shiverc. “Then s ave Mgl o o ke, train, and help our P
find Ly  afer that, because if .
“f ey killyou. reaching fo cup imake
Attin, dark y
00
modified it,and there was, infact, a troley ‘and Spencer, the four
ers and q pressive pile of snacks from the ltle cart as . o ile somebow
The snacks, g
Finding iney hed y When he had
asked i 3
ouples kissing, laughing, walking, hoiding hiands, oxchanging vows.
a nd the newywed, taking
if such a place existed 3 thing
g imselt.
. and ng couples to be raveling alone for the first time:
 and F X rooms, helping H nd
the boys took the other.
ipped of hi pajamas. Despite the new things, it as st a refof o return to something that
3 small, humming box near the g . and contained of smal botes, ontop of the box and was
' 2 him. things.
Ermie med, or 2 “No, mate, its alcohol. Look!” . pointing o the label,
deciared the conterts to bo gin
“Because,” . tipping
wh
the.
“Second. . fourth, ctually” he nodded, and the

ey, bo caroful, Ermie.
v et ik Tring o got e . st wokd o e, 1 a4 o P the next botte from s,
hand before he coud drir

Y

kay? Now, :
e 2 He nodded his head g about, don't you?
“No." Nevill admi
“Me. What ts gmm - b ko o erbeing marie o Ho stood p, kg ook,
10 spend the rest of g e 3
Mrumenber.
“Howey q g  and Whatif we live?”
Newlve i voumein Emiel"

lot, Ive hoped for tha, e i i wichos s ol a5 hor o spll e o e, 4 o o oot myfami .. He vl o, s doun again. Fora

. his words had b bur was as thick as his
Yamer e Kenme fera faud, Nevile”
e Pazel eyesbizad p at i shapy. Nas o  momen I iy a stame ot Bu y e o, 0 50s..1a amly hasa i bt a o, an gen fshe's ae s Gallord 1 s proper Lairds, same.
rmai have hera have a house-oif

25 Maboys. A itisna so I fonyoreknowsor cars ciflrrkwoanonoforand nest, She's ma i
“Iwish — ot you foel bettr
oy shed o i e sy e s o e an o 5B r 4 oo e Semeon s wang el OB o a8 sou e > Er
Hannali's over there tying to keep her ou ofthe lte bottes

Neville smiled. “She's been panicking that as much as she
ot have friends over. Hell, Emie, Id not be surprised If

Tauy?"
Ty you'e from. bo year - think she il phase of being -
X and Novil nocded
be your smart...and ime, except
i M rd e siig ber s e sty o scooped ok e 1 g 0w P O 5 premartal
¥ witchinthe o ot v o o Kind nd 1 think youl
Sixmonths or the next sixy years.”
X ho fixed the other young ook, distinct st “Then it
' Ibeive.”
Y Neville smiled, 1o aim you or the
the morming, because |am your Best Man and your fiend, and me”
000
Nevill 3 La :
had seen Or i g the last of

Ermie and Noville were woaring their now Mugglo twxedos, and ho was oven wiling fo admit that they looked porhiaps amost as dashing as the gis seemod to think they did, bu it was Susan who wai tuming hoads. Twice the Best Man had
needed

Susan had chosen a longsleeved | witha e ot and it bk a daceruith ey slep. Her bl was oos raber tan n el long lt a1 cascaded bk i fh s
. pinned back with combs at the More of were ougt
hair, and  raiing ind her vide.
Ko take Ei's hans n s, ey ki, ut s oo deepand sl undreds of years, the town of Gretna Green as bor witnoss (0 love of every kind, in her
chces, e oresonerbridges and k. nar Sheis a safe ok par oy iy caee. v, o s ks com e sy th avengih ol rntage an o per o
e lovefor uriold i
“We are here e ind o begina 3 of youto make
head, .
Heo . Nevills handedt finger."Susan,” he said quiet, "we cannot know what fies ahead for us,
d 195 {0 you. With this ring,  and  care for you, provide for you, protect
h hand. “Ermest, no Vot or doath, tope o
despair, know o more, With s ring, I swear i n body, tat
Lo Yo ot o Yo, 3k by, vt chrvys are Ko o o 95 e 3 ot inmy body
and he nodded.
g 1o his bride. | Emest lan Macil nd
“Ido ‘Bones, may not be joined matrimony to Emest lan Macrilan, and 1 do call pon these persons here presert to witness that 4o take theo to be my lawful

‘wedded husband. May it thus be known, and thus be dor
The oficial e again. Trenin e gt of al ose erepresert.ad e th awofthela and ercy of e Crown, 1o declreyouto be b e lgal and cl it of mariory” Tere s 2 ong, reatiess pause, and e e

o ol 3 they shared a deep, passionate as
‘was waiting for thom when it ended.
o lacing his fingers through hers. He sq . to understand the message
intis eyes. Someday, maybe. So much has changed.. lefs just take nowfor what it s
ftor the wedd had
o couthouso. e, tleas, . and had the fing s d ace-
edged har
R o S somaas i oo dou e g e bad aady dosed i hnd rou e v n o rside rvously.
tossig | I hsad before speaking with Coin's voice, more strained and frightened than m had over heard from o abulent young wizard. 1 was right Mum and Dad were iled weeks ago, and Ive done e pes ean bk Do o
i o e o
e vap wind s, leaving orly 1 their dresses, and they
ly Muggles looked back atthem, confusion and
berussentn very fac,and avn it fer on s e
Nevillo was o longer flash of siler, and he was the face of the coll e
Ruasa 3 the Patronus
being scen. Trace on him,
o, and Il cover you!”

Tere was o i of st ki and biack coatas, anﬂ oo s racks rom behnd i a3 e otrers v vdmslnd iro 4 i A Wuagle wornan scrsmed, 3 Nel corcsisted l s pover e cou muster b a s, f-ite

iding it ke a flash of light When it faded, the sidewalk where the two young couples had stood v
empty sky
Chaptor 10: Blood Brothors
. his wand Ho was ina large, nd fioor, the ceiling a low.
f bare, Cardboard L anda Unfarmitar a small, wheeled chair
Infontof . vt & and ook, 7

e shook et . 5o Ko e At 1o e Yo - s oo oo

i, it o,

Hsla boked i i, bt 9 kbl ke ct = sradfers sl Goep <hadow, what appeared t bo a arge bund at fs feel. Nevile Longbatiom he amourced cauiousl* tipped ard fe coming trough the
last week, and y and told nspitng or noble to land on my face like that. I've been at Gretna Green with my fiends; Hamnah, Errie, and Susan, who are also here, and we came.

becaiee s o Palrons son s message

3 Rwias Colin, his face asher
"D 5 help, please. ..
” Nevile did wand, kneeling over 1o be the prone form of the younger of Carefuly, e gathered
 and
The house .a foor, and..and
th Darrk on th bcoom v, ook S e Toinen There
The s cauei. e broke, i b managed 1,00 an e st sat ers trng s e phone, ut th rom s ki, and th ek bl out. | ed 1 sop i nm m. po st sroamy bt oy it v dore g, vy
oot ovonl i iaaing werk, a1 B st o o, a1 boggd im 10 st0p, o calm down, but | had to...1 had to bt hm, and it was too lte. The Trace. in doors, 3
us.
3 heart “Are you okay?”
before Tve just heard the older guys fto, but Fm okay. kjust sings.™ ¥ g Donnis,
please.
Neville nodded, 1 beneath, Kbl of is eye, and
across the room, sealing the door at the (0p of the staircase and g of them, y
asked,
o locked back o Coln Where s hera?
E He's a Muggle, s his b He knows Im here. .
Aloud ther side. “Dammit Coln, for
D's head!’
the voice, “Alohomora.
The door opened, and a all,  appeared. He looked about fifteen, al s, legs, and Adam's apple, wih a vicious crop of acne beneath a black mouth on it wor over
e stopped. H
3 Othor Mages, like | tokd you | was. The tal one's Nevile. The big bloke's Erme. The one in the bive dress is Hannah, Theyre all Lawful Good
Fighters. They teleported here like |id.”
“ou like Coln?”
Neville was considering how to answer ths, but Emie just ficked his wand, cosing the door at the 1op of the stai rough. Strangely, however, the boy did
Fanything, he looked ppointed. "You'e jst...| i nd... Emie? H 3
“Nevile. . and
“Som st gt never mind” He shuffed ‘motionless body. “Unm, i you want 1o use this, you can, or you can jus, you know,
cast Heaing o uratoe
injury ik this. Spels it to St Mungo's, tha im for YourKnow-Who, but we can'tjustleave
him her hu it while, but f :
z ed
Ho pulled back away from her hand, laying ¥ ight love?" Then she i ther paim in shock. t gleamed
oute...Emie, he's -
“What?"” Neile jumped to his feet, as he coud, shaking i
“No, no! Take care of Denis! I fne, [ve taken care of it | ust got a itle Spun...” Shaking his been too much for He swayed, eyes unocused and dizzy, then the biue
roled o whie and i knees bucked, iching him fonvard
Neville kinged, g The black had hiddenit
sticky crimson. and e wrist,
sick of red circlod
Behind him, E i Star r
. Nevile yanked his neck, p the bleeding. He dropped his wand, is other hand feeling at
Tofind i, “Damnyou, Coin; “don't .
ire inNEW.T lovels
hoad. a ha, L :
Mother- Hannah b
4 ot ke th He paused, biting h vl iger options. *Susan, the Busrow,
b " g
Sha nssed Ao Bt ine v o yousalves. fhey find you hre.
o Emio sssued o tohe . gente kiss ping her
| It smik, loud crack, she and

T see you saon, love.” Susan offered ther a guick, ight smil



No, it's very real, g

even, you :

“Deadis dead! ol o )
had lostfar

Redy pari b came acros e Mugpe bots face o and e cared across the room to kneel beside tis friend, is eyes taut with despair as he looked from the margled amn up 1o the oider wizard. “We dor't have anying like that” He

TorGrie grabbed i s e laptl s et andsaid fr e doce " ca

“He's my fiend,

Novks ook o gamp e fororg himsefto o oo
hospitals, they I find him there,

our magic when we'r realy Rt orSck”
Hannali's face was pale, but as she looked up from Colir's limp body, an idea had sparked hope into her eyes. ‘Brad ~ that's your name, right?” The boy nodded. “Brad, what do you do if you donft have Blood Replenisting Potions?
your hospitals?”

and there are bad wizards g back. your

neods it

“Nevile, coud we...7" She trailed off, not needing (o irish as their eyes met and she nodded.

Hannah settied herself more soldly on the floor, not even notcing the bioodstains that now covered her satin gown, and opened her arms as Nevill carefuly placed Colin's body across her lap, tying not (o move the injured limb any more than
d K

Taking Nevill lay tho tip of| ‘could find. “Espadius. "The biunt cherry wood shimmered 1o a razor-sharp point, and he hesitated only a moment before slding it
into his flesh, the vein and he stopped, not wan  and He nodded. “Desanguium.”
Rwas one of e had ever felt as. nd )i hi He had bled . knew the :
the aul,  you bones,  and last minutes. Novile

he coud, ..and he could not afford

The wound closed as he withdrew the wand. leaving only a single red droplet on the stface of s skin, bul the wood fel oddly hot and heavy now, and it seemed o throb in is hand, as though the fiing puise ontinued within t. He knelt, lfing

H o hositated,
e

Witha deep, carefi breath,
of sheep apped in Srargalt ket ans Demiguise brooch i bt e o of o o wos ol o clotat g hey ha b someone who G be expected 0 T & o ey on i Dot v s, o W oy

tched,
Ao momantof narats concanyaton. a5 want negin o e £ ot o 8 potapetwoe Jpping s pumped veins. Nevill handed
the other, frst wo, then our,and firaly six al

ogether. ? 3

*So...youl be gorel

paric Stetchad the boy's pale eyes, and they darted around o asamartfors g o o tango sssorment of s 0 b0 o th far table. Stns ara from above now as
unded Secret K

nd

S S ey, oo b, i pges. bl doo bopped Spo. o ot i ol ol ook 2 sure eck i d d stack, open door

“The noise was unbelievabl. o, and of a guitar drums bistered the wals of the basement. A man's voico, hugely magrified and distorted, began to

. atthe A N M

g e gripped hand and forced himsef he focused the Burrow. He tumed on the spot.and

everything was crushing darkness.
000

nthe Burrow, they. wpon. A tall, dark-
pirk hair was alteady bending over Denis. A middle-aged couple with briliant red hair

rd . where a
- whom he coud only assume were Gifiny’s parenis - were busy at the stove, she working infenty over a rapidly bubbling cauldron while he orchestrated a

3 her y clothing. "Are you 7"
“We'e .t o Colris Newle sald gkl
She nodde
Mrs. Wens\eyghrmﬂ back over o ok nt odded,fafing i smile. here, Ginry, dear, we's room...Remus and L
po d,her eyes widering. “Merir's beard! & het the it Abbott gir?”
s, maram o
“Inaven odness....” She sfook her head, i oI 9 "
farvall
“Good. Arthur — s stove, - bo Ginny,

Go on, scooll”

and see
el sk s e il ush i ey ser oo bl s Coln

tall, dark wizard tumod, biocki His deep, soothing .o ters s somating s 1ttty nsied condarce i whs e e o say N, son Vo' aksacy
saved s f by ing that off and Geting Fam herc wihanougi blood I s vee & Sunive o Apparion Trer are rers than enough wands i 50 cauaron 1 6o e rest Wa il il you f aihing happens, ats a promiss. New go wih M

ing dazed and al futo the , e slowed timse 1o be e way up e stais Erie ceanad up e lodstin anis tands and dothing wih a simpe Scourgiing Spe, hen
headed ofwack things at the hotel a proper bath. He didn't know why, but going back into the Muggle worid seemed enirely 100 much to
face,
The mimor Y al six of the extensive lood was all over him and how, but t shut up thankfly
uhen he over it he wanied it, and he gasped fesling tht Every
Istnctersed
Jurt it s 1. o piked i oup it i ks room whre B e i 41t s o Lol a3 wnahio. Evesct et 1 e b cap, it varad st acrger, S Cokfpery
pe reddened skin.
s chest and had spilt under his assaul.
Oniy then did he stop. The . then soothe the re-opened
‘wounds. it didrithelp. Nothing could help, really.
the bath water,
itwoudin' heg
Forthe 1 . Colin's o e ot .
pe...and ot be the last.
He envied Harry. Oh, how he envied him. For all the ng . of knowing that the. . he didnt have (o 500 any of it Wherever he was, et hotding socond yoors atr ey
Cusse, a had 3 giggling ithyear girs o stop looking at the boys and pay atlention to
how o ki somoone.
5 3 and vemble him, and oh, Their eyes moming to night, defiance, and
rainty, L /very.
No, Harry had $ itwas, he had the morcy of p ifho was afraid, and give fim for it because they.
had a doseness that Nevile envied even more,
(Oddly,he had always been popular, idered yone, because a good friend P was ce, consicarat,an ey witout b over s opsbout i, ot
It ho had d Explod 1 anyone he had
Hermione.

o i o ere doopr. orges i nd tar, o e koo e A lermrbers - ol Grey Lura, Enl, Searus,and orah - b o bt woud g ol ek each ober it o mamerof
nssuaoon AN e, h reaize i cou et msefcyinont of ne ofthem. He cod fear i ot of rone of e,
st

i their commanding of
Jined, fated, ot
enough? Who ion? Do you pair ey i Sp¢ har, o keap tham et s eyl b devasisted o0 much o B 1y e e abher? Howmuch pan i 00 much pan ran
Irso,
o di )
Ruasntf lent and shalow, making Ruasn't fa was a break, a reief fom it al, a chance (o go on a harless adventure (0 colebrate fis fiends'
« nd 2 go home,
\nd realy, it was s faut, Had

50 he had 3 table
v Trua onough it had been a
Ny o anpormd o i . ooy e v e 4 s, G sy ok o - i, e ot 3t ofbr g rrchon. W maard st e, e

The nd opening his eyes. 3 g cold Rshacked the sobs to a
halt,stripped nd he shook his head, the tub and reached for the towel over the mirror.
*_.and Irealy -
“Shatit ¥
He couldn't do it I o Rwas he mused, recognized
train. His hair was X nd 3 ples. His
o sk
Neville opened
o robesof Bifs M Weasley had loaned him, bu s he seatched th il shehes, s gers pausec ona dusty btle 1 e farback. The labl arounced the corierts 0 b a Setig Sokio prescrbed some v yeas ago,ard bore e
T examinations,
He lifed outthe bate, tuming it over in his hands thoughiful. it had been prescribed for N.EW.T. exams, it woukdn' dul i wis, keenly, Maybe i
rave 's adh s oo aute
A
3 glass. “Resaiate.” filng the botte to (.and he opened it.
snifing ik i nosti
3 thata the passage of years, ot more he'd
he realy wanted. ftte spicy. gl moment as he put the cork back in and tucked the robes 3 Percy
ong gone.

a . and instead, he fet quite perfecty up o the task. The memories of Colin's and he could the mistakes he

had made, consider

T pckad g B 0 oo i sting of nd i he died, Hannah would hor foelings for him

o e o oyl 1 A ws 50 rcero i T A wdd 85 o e WOk G O 2 o w0 e o .t Sove e st Do sy et vy oy 10 0 s v 10 cory o et
me wih .

000
rag Novill had realized that he g
the kitchen, hopis m up a bow of Soup or a piece of bread, but Ginny met i halfway down, grabbing his sieeve and puling him towards the siting foom with an
sager ook onfrace“vas going [0 gt your shoseld,‘Cor'savake! W v gl i ers
i oo 3ok v s Sty b e e a oy oy oo the ol
managed to cram mmsewes in Nl recognzed Femus Lupin, scared and Taggmciookng. i g a e saton e for win e s wioh oot i 25 i e W Weagey aeres o sk o Meare: Scnon
idy,
Rwas an o, sagging nmmz v oo, ot capuaed s ko, ot o st e, wiapped sim inoa lump, but s bright and alive
i he was smiing vast surge of o 3 “Colin...*he hesitated,
ar you..1d ey i your han”
hod .o signofa wrist,
‘om e than feshard ood. o, LT (es o et eab. o Qe seved y e
Nevilltted his head curiously. ‘But f they diditfind it

“We justdid our beslh Temrowit e i h g ol st bl i, 't Ators, o Hoalrs,a 19005 mony uch o a maing o seof andsata e Shepatd r bl oo e fst e, Nl rocd
her robes were siretched over a distinct oundness ther
ol ke i nd back s e ke s Ok M. Luin” e sald quikly T ot

“Oit Dot call me thatt”she protested. ‘Makes. t0id you.”
s, 2 i “Now, D ol my belly would .
Ginny smirked, wpins. Pointis” . 3 3 htnow, it

s am”

1 lftraded anuay | can s do mag e Col said defnty. A ey sid e prope Healrs shoud be bl 0 T ok a5 5001 3 s 0kay 0 90 back 10 S Wrgo', o Vadam Porieycan gt a ok a o we o bk o

t Colin. You nearly died, and reason.
Denris - wel,
Colin ooked s f pi [ L1 sory_ he stammered weakly. ©D-D-D P him. They
fixed his head.”
Nevile?” Ginny sat up, flercely *
o Despls I/ srgerard et ans : 3
e st e u stood in the to - no, scratch that,

you didbleed to death, and you'e ony siting there now. ecaiss Eni ar usned  couple o s o ot oo oo i Yo s epac o 0 s 5 oo Y0 o i -t basemen. 1 wrt o krow iy | sk
Fidelius now and put it on someone else.”

s head, oy a il sho | st
and mybrother..and |just...| X thatmuch...”
" Nevill snorted. I :
“You bloody well won't You only have one left.and | mean hand, ife, and chance.”
R Id chum...you Kid. He justost
g E * He motioned ‘where Hanmah was si for some K 1o say Hannah
in her duties, or : . or anyone lse, for hat mater. Colin failed, and
Weasley. Now, | dor g
of. d g

Y Woasky ot 1 nd oot s i ot v i o Ko ware patord of the group, beneath the blankets, rying and failing to
g her hand over ind matemal, but

e ey vere on ol oo ik e cmerad oo of i Powder
Fi . son..7"

Screamed in pain. in s pocket, . but oddly,ho folt no
M Wessloyvas stningan nches i o of . s own vnd ot and poited tmavorngly at Newles Tvoa, s Kinly eyes how nartowed n 6 samo 5aang, iy ook ot was faiva Fom Giy's b of fmper: Who are Yo7 he
whispered harst

el e o mmblod bein th crushing hand, bt i onyanower vas  sha o, an h was wsed o, row sammed face-rt agalnst e Kichen ol a somecne yarked p is sloove btin fim, nd h ek e ward
snatched from his pocke.

it his M. p of awand ‘Nevil let out  cry of pain and shock as his arm stung viiously, the skin seeming
noter ol sourded befin i fo e one o him, and he recognzed s beorging o ol et 1g soothing about it ow, imimigtng
even soplechurial."Ho's not a Death Eater, then...but there are pl WMar o ars sl o fends of s Nowl o warm b sgaist e baci of s nock a tho wizard loanod in  close, twistig his amm unl o v
o . lad, or i
. he sucked eresa s~ ha Nosed, ong. Remus L o
fool the. saved Luna - slighty, and he continued. *And Ginny...she . the biue and whi ind she bad a
mean, her frst year YouKnow-Who...and  and
ts plenty. Thank you, Kingsie M.
leased him, and |, smoothing he looked “Kingsley...Shacklebolt?" The dark, smooth head nodded. “Biimey” Nevile's eyes.
vidonsd i you'o famove | e of ther -
pop. that, partof why we are not foo keen on having peopie here we canit trst” He exchanged a look with Mr. Weasley, then tifed his head back to
lhe door. “Calfyouneed me Artu
couse.
had flared through the stoicism, and he frowned. ‘| hope considering allyear o help and s
Tot?
“To putit blunty, Mr. Longbotom” Mr. .
“Maybe he did, but the young man Harry and the kids have g this have handled things so...wel, so cruefly.” He paused thoughtfuly. "And | can't
M. Weasley took a step forward, leaning in cose to Newile's face as he sniffed. is long nose flaring. “Well its not alcohal, but there’s something ” He crossed s arms. “Now, . or should
] ot
“ou woudn't!
“Fyou Iwoud”
back. ‘Nothing”
There was a momen's pause, then M. ughed. “ou know, | dont o \ but Ive raised seven chidren, and were better dness, 1 think
: g paim of his hand. Just this,” he said, “and that's the truth”
Taking it,Mr. Finally, he nodded, “Take a seat, and 4
e hesat Jooking o at e cler vizard n confusion, ~oure nol oy
“I's my experience,” came the reply, as Mr read and fido sometring, 9. g
vasto ofbroah, ad m ot your aher, o treally” He tumed back, puting the b back o the paniry. t
Novle rodded sow. i k| cou..| mean s s ko s my ot wht fappaned e Creeveys. Cokn o me nd i
withit Iwa justpretend 3 that”
fosling M fohim. A,and itsounds
X “Harry started it. nd Ginny's helped a ot. | covidn' una and Emie.”
 Harry started a You've trained soldiers, and you e end of te year. The.
planned.” but her
“Daoutink we stouic” Nowlo ke
decided to make your stand, tching Nevile eat, then he stood up.

and puled a botle o rowsky o 6 Sapoeard ard ores s Sl 9sce, g onk sross o . 2 ook 1 G e g 5 S podere. €A oo o3 e G for i docosSon. Gocdrese FhOwe I Gong o
edit

Ho the amber iquid, T

anyone else’s heart good idea. The last time YourKnow-Who was in power, Mol and | st

ey alofou s
s tme ve e v ot o ose bejord oo i of cowee. B o aveacy peen mutete, and h's st th Oder. har's sl working win cragos n Romari,utih s dangerous enough, bt ' i i e fct o

sposksat 3
e twins maybe oncs & month 0 tal s they sl st boon cawt vy b doan Doy i v boon sssigned persoraly o e, Ron's g6t n e o o Gy 5 i o,
. Moly and d it
o be done, ‘ P can, . Molyand It cry” Hi had ever: nd he felt
rather humbls
How do you handle 2 he asked quety ‘I mean, fve got Gran, and its your kids."
oh, g o M. Weasley took another sip of the firewhisky. s
iboutlove and pain, and ughtme. L it
“eah” or . Weasl 3

“What about your grandmother?
“Gran?” He paused, considering i. ten shook fis head. “Gran and L..ifs kind of complcated. We love each other a o, but she's never realy been ke a parent to me, and | don' thirk fve ever realy been fike a kid for her. used to tirk t was
because | wasn' good enough, but that's not it I's...” he hesitated, searching for words. “We're ike really good friends and teacher and student and aimost husband and wife in some ways, because we're all each other has, but we're not



“Your Dad?” M. Weasey asked.
I donit thirk she can look at me- ng of him, and much for ber to . but fm sl al she has ot of him. Kind of ke a fireplace...you need it (o stay warm, butif you get 100 near, you're burmed.” He ook
another ink,
Thankduly, M. Weasley seemed to understand, and he nodded.
“Notrealy. I say Emie and Seamus are closest among the guys, but Ihs)/m Iy offcan. 8 | carta e krow i paickig sbout Sommvard and._* e blsred,
yourwife, especialy f s memories of awful s, and allofthem are D.

. then.

well Its not the sort of thing you feel right burdening a gil withifshe’s not

“Harry deals with a lot mor
“Har b Ron and Hemion, h had Dumbledore, Siis,and e st has myself and Mol s well. 8o evenif b ad it burden 1 begin i, he has a 3 of what you 6o afle I spil sixways. He spoke 2 f he were ising hem s

Nl knon o v Tt ssn P i Mol e 1 dacidec i keep gong ekl e an ouof oo ot hearts o mors. s s el s, i 1ot sy rscommend . bacsus e ranau of oo 1 our s and my pacheck st
faster” He chuckied, and Nevill

us, Hermione and * He looked up.
I you ever feel ke things are getiing to be . Nevile, nd a etter. Use one of . give it 0 Ginny, And way, you are an
adut. He puled the botte of ;
Nevil binked, shocked. Youe lting me have trat back?”
gty However, he raised a finger sternly; off You
head. times, ik 3 beena painfor him, but

tats esk o
thoughtof cmms posrrkon k. s benoa <ol blarkrse Somaling o and st seeed osiar rough 1 pitof s sorac. Neile 00k dou a e vo e o o, el win e rearyompy
and

fodegy
“Ithink” . :
“Yeah He stood up. “Tharks for the food, Mr. Weasley.”
e sl came nron. Cal o At lesse”
At Tho Ly
e dingerows e curiousy. Do you want some cake?”
“No.” Nevile sighed, i 1 hirk.
Chaptor 11- T Room Ofidden Things

the rest of the Ch farlss. first few days. The d the old room, while Emie and Susan spent the hoiday with her famil, and
Hannah, to his delight, asked if she could stay at Nevill and his Gran. e Aot wert 010 1 podar wiaring . ond e 2nd G spot 5 geat deel f e 1S Pl
Heshovedrr pomse s g but and sleevs 3 ciging o s sl of e ot 3 sasdling b, Wi el e s s 1 compltely

it was four in the morning, and they were both exhausted and smeared with mud, but they were also both laughing, and she was

e bosh o WS o oot o s o el o 1o o o <oas o bt W e shared 1 Sy hors o ol e, Rl Ko o0 b o ks s e B o e
darkness lay ahead.

ation 9 %, “The few weeks break had mad

; P
The magical pltform was strangely Solemn, the usual excited chaos subdued into hushed good-byes nder the silent gaze of the Death Eaters. Studenis were staring at the cars in pale-faced apprehension s they were shepherded ino four
traight DA the crowd, and

‘queue, brightred Y brother

, and i ¥

“Then a mumur rippled through the crowd, hushed and fearfu, and he tumed, feeling every pair of eyes folwing his to where a tall, slender figure in lavish robes of ebony silk had strode onlo the platform, flanked by a veritable erfourage of four
Shiningly masked Death Eaters. The hooded head fumed as he passed, and Nevill gasped as he recognized the pale, poinied fealures of Draco Malfoy. Gray eyes locked with brown for a spilt second, and the flare of hate there took his breath
away,

teshaskre / then leaned i

oy umed. er biow rsed i vory s sho g oy ot e oot o rowcana ko e maurdsack slenty Do you ik e eposa. o eyes et idned n s, an e i i ipped shapy as she amed

arapoton The sow rawhwes Soope o mermoere. xd e oot b he Mt 14 2 i young men since, and he drew
backhis ahoiiors, mooling b ca eyoswihod frcring
. Nevil' hers's
“Where I ss. Im doing o He held ou is pushing back the dark sleeve, and Lavender el out 2 stifled ltle scream behind them as she saw the
“The Dark L hovie .50 Im back for the time beir

“Wrat does that have (o do with me?” Nevile asked, “Or were you ust Roping Id be impressed by hat thing?” He nodded Nis head dismissively towards Mally's arm. “Because | have news or you, m no onger the Kid you iked o show off by
tomerting infirt ye:
Ny gave & hollw it augh. "o, | guess o, The Cartows and Srape have beon havig a ot ofoubl fom you: Butyou ight wank o ecorsiderthatrow: He reached o is pockl, witxawing a small abjet, wtich h ropped ino

sneer, svil of black robes, left staring ped like . ot the

He knew about the room.

000
“We hex i 1l do it mysel, C: in a Flobbenworm!” Seamus siapped s wand loudly into the paim of his hand, his freckled face flushed with rage as he leaned forviard over the

Lavendor shook hor head vith a ght smile."Seamus, you' faing Transfiguraton. ud
i °
“Im with him. e
head. "I the i favorite targes for years — but Lt Trisis a message. 3
she's the one o pay for it~
Panat v ke p e caring and e ngers. “Look.
it Dorereanige ol o
e oy oty fing bor o is knees et o ek e 5 o i e pice of E that outand putit

She leaned in,tting it o the firelight s she pointed to an almost invisibl line running around the center of the it orange:

ook ogore
Holding her breath, “Diflendol”

“What i, . notat all ke Luna's casual, ko .
N.L. meet me in the Room at midnight. Come alone. D.M.

X ook up, her eyes blazing. “You canit go, Nevile! I's a rap!”
“Iknow s a trap, fm not stupid!” He L mation E ¥ He whatever he warts from

“What it L  crossing et hestWratifts you fthe D. .
i ighting just. st read the.

“He's gola e mors i e 1oty i o e s oo, ae she too,plating he s anhe s s sh ossed hr . “He's  Death Eate row, whetheror ot Harywas ighorwong about i being
one ast

ci
usaid, oyt aterLura
He considered it a momen, then \eok a deop breah Wel,f o' sipping me otes bocatso o s ik Shape and b Conos st v s iing o got somotingfor e ihora b or b gery ofrabbing me —on i lloos
bad, pervousy an cortind. f b has o o me...wel, g , unless by
Some miracke, e butifd e
unilinaly Lavender spoke, : 8
“No.” Neville sighed.  don't think | could kil Malloy, not even i he was rying o tum me in. He's...wel, | mean, I hate him, but he's . you know? e that
s Icould Kiling Ct. the room could
getoutof”
K Vfertet, 1. Solve all our ind give us a pet besid
bite”
EW. hats...*
late 3
the nd . Colin
the wand a
Panat was the first o recover enough (o speak. “Coin...?”
Had .
e loked o im wih caulos smpat She car ho,ben”
il have use of :  pale flesh, then ho looked up, and the.
E someone had
her voice quiet. ;
“What's this?" Nevile frowned.
There was a long 3 ) fobe and draping it over the back of “Hey,lad... / but
bink, and paree Ofay von 8 Goon._youcan
interfern nose you'e just g o scane e b ot o . boacas s v 1o
bein' sortof a human Pygmy Puff”
i shot ro0m atthis, fiendly wirk, “Tell you what. X bitof the real
i 3 score youa 3 What say you?"
Ginny shook her head. "K's no use, Finnigan. Lee tied for offered hop, practical,
“Justlethim be.” in resignation. Ig no...”
Neville reached out a comiorting hand and placed it on the Secret-Keep s not your faul, Colin. Denni upset, and there's nothing you coud have done differenty as far as your parents go. m just proud and
amazed youte handii
“Yeah, wel...”he knocked his hand against the table with an eerily wooden clurk, | guess I just got the: thing over with choice.” There was a bitter chuckle, then Colin's gaze fell on the two.
“What's that?”
k. fothe group. 3
Colin's eyes widened.
“He knows.” Nevile wnvmd o
Wel,y faces around im, and the “on, 7
3 “He's . and he knows i ;
Nevill puled fing the ppe i s meoirg,Lideraris sed Saconc it Room
we're going e , but e all knows it ~soifone or| there's always an
then..” he sighed, o over o soers ol
hellwe're going to make our stand.”
To his surprise, Parvati laughed, and a half.dozen faces tumed to her bemusedly. ‘Wel,”she shrugged, .
000
folds of Susans old Nevil he paced back and hidden
doorin the seventh-foor corridor.
staked efore, had large vase. The Cloak i much smalle person - and he.
or y "
him n the room that had been their safe haven al year.
. e door appeared, N . he.
Nesle's ot copped open n shock e o he had e celng ad s s igh i tanshed o daroess, ad shead of . ng cortdors stecred o
e bakings sorounded . e 5 e ey 2o 1 0 o the forches mounted long Saw hl o Bkings wars achaly zeezenrq
reape ok N e s . rusted amor, . discarded books, T ot b e Co ponaiy e e T sosmed o
it Hi “Putitaway, Longbottom. fm here to talk, not duel”
h hande. -
ay, actualy” white- E “Things. Room of | to sneak

its useful” Malfoy reached into his pocket, producing a shining yelow Galleon. "Much fike these.” Malfoy fipped the coin into th ai, catching it fforlessiy on the back of his hand. “Clover...[m guessing they were Granger's idea. Real pity the

The superior « e, rough 3
e spol. poising Mark brandod
there. ‘I wouldn'...”
“What?” Nevile snapped, “ou i that scares me?”
L shoud." Malfoy's lone was cool. You don'twant me to touchii
His wand had notlowered
No, Dark Lord, and e all the trouble at his school” There was a matter-of fact confidence in his voice that indicated beyond question that the statement was no hollow threat,
i slowy, reluctartl A in anger.
“Cut the games, Malfoy. Why did you want me (o come here?” Nevile demanded.
g 5 X the heaps. Ala back, thvone, spreading his
robes around him. nd I get a ltte 3
Ididn' tink gold, Malfoy”
“Not gold. |want protection, and | want Potter”
“No, youimbecile, s i - p Ginny had
told the al that the Lovegood's home had 3 for once believed ] had done it imself ttompt
una's rotum, ind wonderfu. He
Carefuly, he managed protection?”
“The Dark Lord s wand. :
way of saying he's. w yours? y favor...something Mysterios ight.."He tited his
i , Longbotom, planning, nd s al Tm going o be using tis pl hideout and " He spe
e coud muste
“You expect 10 Use us a5 your own personal mercenaries?”
) . .
No.
Ho?” then he raised :
. Absoldayot. drinki, think again”
stood. "o are....”
s, Goshesd. ouchiL. e gt oI e o say o iy comes o it St paused, Tahing the pockel of is robe itout "
give you
Witha umam. frow, oy tok the parcmer, m 2 e rad e aneer et o i ips, and o epestd h worts st i  igh macking oo, Pleasedont i Neulle, My bmlheraﬂd Ilost our parents (o the Deallv Eaters
alreacy, A. is meeing in the a t .
Croevey, i “Incendiol”
o tink you smiling?”
umphantly. at. Idonithave to
meet your terms, Mal 3 because as far 1
Malfoy jabbed y  then s wand, but nothing happened, and the sickening revelaton of up again. For a moment,
Neville took a siow step forward, lexing his fsts as e leaned towards Moy " but he.  and he was pleased to see the intimidated ook Malfoy was unable to
onby1do.F aiteroreof e Croeves so much 8 sules a feagral. | am gong o 1 " be said siowly, o mave 1o answr  me or 1, bu 0 he rest o G e ntre DA, ad e
et o su\zak meged o te back ofMaloy s troat,an Nevle smied sweet. S0 |k at st . Traks for e cat. oy seep a Vings . O and ore mor tirg
thisis fom Finnig:
na iobing the reddened pen mout Moy oze nd Neuile released him, al
3 wp hard, v nos et oo g el o sai i "\ g 3
Le pering ball of black the foor, he tumed to the . please, , he thought. The door.
red, z
. cltching his sides as he laugher. . Nevile!” he choked, “When

around
uenl o 1o ghe .. s .. e bughL.. ever gt oudgoardcolt
well, i Iwarted to be sure”

“Cognac: Nale iked s ips. ‘Aot of P Not v aheap-mt ot e vty pry i it good. sty isod im again” T wers a o chucle a s, and h ook st an o couch nxt o Giny e s soming mporan

b ! Ginny noted, and, Nevill saw.
ahl" the lauger, and 3 “We heard that! 3 ! anyway?”
“Looking for Luna, probal made a face, o :
“He most| \lkelywmld ave e p inAskaban anyway,tough, Panal poined ot the Quibbler had his help
about Rur
Novilo noddod. Atleastwe dorithave o ory st Matloy any s ough That s rad b, Coks S0 wes ese = eached 40 e es . seling
e, s somet but same idea.”
“So...” thatto 0
No, o tuming .
“Id ke 1o wipe out the whole bunch!” Ritchie Coote jumped up, swinging his wand ke a Beater “Leave Harry, maybe a hundred Death Eaters? And there's forty of us? | coud take
three!
“Sit down, Rich, 3 - us anyway. Ther aro only forty of us.
* Lavender's p d P -
“Like what?” Ginny asked. -
What . Lovender spoke oy A Gelthe D.A. as big as we can...sixt, eight even. bout Harry, and L
o " °
Neville frowned cautiously. | don't know..."
“No,listen!” Her ' .and then, not onlywil it
w. realy matter the Order Y 2
oo et s
: you can kil I, Nevile?" Colin's th itte group,  staring =
and he shook his head, Wit :
e i here »
" d
Neville shrugged helplessly. “Avada Kedavra? realy I g be enough...|mean, i it was that simple, Dumbledore would have done it...or had Harry do it one of the half-dozen times he's

faced the bastard. There's got to be more to it



motiing o do with the Sward and ha locket. Luna sald I dafinisly belofged io Siytharin, and that it was |ast known io have been faportad in

Ginny's eyes had taken on a distant look as she stared into the fireplace. “The locket.
the

™ ol bacause ithad belonged 0 one of te Foundars, and i i slopdts .

of hers.

“Gryfindor's sword, Il he houses had z .

Remyinthe DA butwhatf..”

“Wrat if Hary - or you, Founder

K * Panat sighed. lc and they o

“Then maybe that's a red herring” and Nevile vas He laughed. "Il means a distracting detal. Maybe the cup has nothing fo do wih anything, and its ust what we though before...the
tunatoly; ol . and eraly, .

hair around her k

think the tapest

1hink it would be her ssters...one’s Draco’s mother, and the other's the mother of Torks, Professor Lupin's wife."

“S0 you'e teling me,” Romikda went on, “that Ifwe took out the LeStranges, then either the Creevey boys woukd own the Sword, or f they re out becatse she was a Squib, there woud be a good chance Mrs. Lupin's mother could sign over her
or d

N “and she's mad. ighty:
hen Lavender 3 10 hs feet, sapping his wand P ke this a real f he's got o the.
leftstandin - you, Harry, whoever Snake-Face. y Merin,

iy Scome 2 e 2 ol o e anoin-
Siowiy, the. s le over Nevile's face.

their ves anyway,
Bkt ot ot o vy b el esened i ot potnd 1ot o8 b Fonchod ok a1 Sk oo wih .m0 o1 sttt ks an0r v, Som A sope e o h wet somering on e v

rame. We do’

*be said fimiy, “on one condition.
s that?” Seamus asked
o

000
The next day, their campaign began. Neville had consulted with modify the Fidelivs and although actiities, and mesting places remained under the.
the DA.
- .2 had a mother who had worked for gic, create a propag: t blanketed Gaafft
i the past weeks.
Bathvoom taps announced the murder of Mr. and M. while a Quibble vith
Sl of s ol o s of whes snd vizcts et s one misin: bt Ardaron, Sones Butege,atamicle, G, Cama:, Creevey Crostal, Gruch Digor Dot Dumbvedoe, Combicle
user saw
temsshos on
Shape an the Cartows were In spasms f fry, b he mostcerange of allwas Fich. Even i, Noris was =8 iy ey o s e ptoled e condorsand bags, the whip
Caled Sty in i skeltal hands: an atlompt o blackmal e perpeators 10 8 8 el Srups ha Cruciated in the ‘sounded from the hinges of doors the next day. and he was.
“The Head deciared p punishabe by prederideons pid smpmms on defacomantofschool propety ~ woukd now ses ho offendor used as pracic for tho Crciaus Curso in Dark A, bt ho had
. b his forvor, g the students. jected o i, word quickly
p d Withina week, i,
Although the exact membership of the D.A. remained a mystery to all but those who were in i, the identities of the ringleaders had circulated through the rumor mil 1o the p Neville coud without
fch s o min a hag the gir's bathoom,
X ir braid at right. but gettr
inores nd e, ety teirgroing ks
By popuiar domand, to.be formed, been refused at the ironclad fourtyear age e way o el Fourtyear Carine
oo Avgatens st nocamme el e, toacing older Elmuna vancs, moamiie . a rbyear el A wad i e Order
the role of their Secret Keeper with the uimost r:
The D.C. was ipating in combat, Spells was more than enough, and the oficers of the D.A. proper had to admit that it was a
el beter abe (0 p  frstyear gi produce
confidert, gl g
inalf i ot acity nd ranks, the proper and offcial meeting of the D A. place unil Monday, the 131 of January, amost to weeks ifo the.
i col
o know,  and ,
He alowed staring out e branches of the Whomping Willow as. Hagrid's skrewts into a the snow.
Frahy oot e ot of e DA Room of nd he his sleeve. Tuming, he and she gave e had seen
s ey, sho sai. N
ny, ottr,but...”
Hersmile nd “Trust me, Nevil A .
Showss gt It fhad nol,
of Requirement was indeed packed with peaple, but it had also o a glant baioom. blue tartan and white crepe, enormous siver wedding bells hanging in a cluster fom the
t t

Cractot o e comor A vt boree hon at o o rocMing “Congrainons Erte ans Susan o oy s oo S, s oot rgotof o rowred w3 ke 5oy oo ol 2 Nedie el her e
qures of

aling levil'
e s wat appling - a sod he & Kreak bong 0d

standing the room, a
raised his arms. With a sudden crack, a pair of bagpipes appeared there, and he began o blow into them with an erthusiasm that was only matched by his profound lack of sk

Y s yolled, "AMAZING, ISN'T IT7"
MUSIC?" he shoued back
“IWAS THNKING THE REST OF IT...LOOKS LIKE A BRDAL BOUTIQUE THREW UP IN HERE AFTER GORGING ITSELF ON HAGGISI"
bagpipes. L he finally spotied room,
s

their P
Ermie frowned. "WHAT?
“1SAD, IDDNTKNOW HE'D TAKE ITTHS FARL I UST ASKED HMTO GET YOUA GAKE OR SOMETHIGI

Susanlaughed “JUST GET HIM TO STOP THAT RACKET, AND ILL FORGIVE YOU FOR THE REST!
Neville nodded, braving deafhess as he stepped into the middle of the dance fioor and approached the well-mearing piper. Kneeling, he tapped Dobby on the shouider, and the of opened his eyes, his chacks stil distended as he blew ino the.

o
“THANK YOU DO— Ilevel “Tharks, Dobby, hat h...youte...uh..."he hesitated, ooking ino the huge, eamest eyes, then decided on
Ermie nodded, “On, definitely So._." “Lwel, then”

he her waist, drawing e by now, Susan and
We'e tying 1o keej Carrows, so [d beg o nd I h 3

i Mabmlan o Smosta o
Aburstof applause brok o, mos ntusiasicalypapporowith s ar chaers fom i flow Hullepus,ar B i catid oer o di kmost s udly as Dobby s bagpipos b, Yy, Erio..we'o atiiod 0 o ral
‘wedding, ig

ekid drvirg imsel pina formali
queston a-s & i among e g an 356 0
o e rou an By veqan o ro. p an dow n ho s of s fos,yarking aager t Stsan'sseve, When ho st o o ciges had fadad, ho ook down it sl thatvas ki, ut a0 e bit envous, s,

o state of igor mortis by YourKnow-Who. . provided, of course, that the couple in

Dot
M. and Mrs. His tradition! yonel" Chchi he dragg

To everyone’s felef, ho t of the thin ingers, not nstead, foat rom the bells above. in, and 1
lstened to the tuno as one 4 Ho had words before, but nd PP
and

i only had today

Tuouithoid you nmy ams

Casta thousand spells

And speak ten thousand charms.

Tojjust slowdown the time.

Andlingerin your kiss

Il only had today

I vantitto be this

A soft, warm hand sid into s, and Neuile tumed, smiing as he saw Hannah's pretty green eyes looking up at him. More couples were joining the Macilans now, and he said a silet prayer begging Hay's orgiveness for every time he had
e Ballas he

just holing i

under his hands.

and He loved he
he wanted 0 spend th rest o his Ife with her if that ime thad oddly 10 be sipping
\ twenty,
Her hands sid up fis shouiders, clasping behind his neck, and their faces drew toge akiss, ps. Hannah's pen, and he fet ke he could see down to the center of her
heart through them. “One hundred and sixty-seven days,” she whispered.
fod.

Neville” .
Neville tighte 25 ey pressed n as was ind uniforms il between them. He could feel her breathing, each precious
e Bt ot et st Neber 6o B vt .o v, does, rlat

“Yeah, | guess itis." The finalinch between them vanished now, and he kissed m dmwmg itoutlong draving tup
e T
‘She shook her head faint. I's ot you. Is...oh, bt he held her iy
What? You can tell me.
“My Mum.” Her voice was rembiing now, and she didntlaok up. *She...| remember, , she said hould see their buried...and Iwas just...she's ¢ and we'd
Imean, d oo, y

“On, Hamnah...”

And the restjust happened naturally!
No, you didnt need o cast a spell
To work your charms on me!

and drums of ang 3 reaction. the other song
was over!”

0, b pry b bcun 1 amost teus-ehes appearng oo h 0 A i e of oo and ks e e dnciry sl of of e four i s o ik o, Searusand iy wore shwingof shalesy e o i
flying under the beat.and Romilda and Richie had dimbed p on on of he tales swingingperlousy ose [0 e edige s he tird e n and out again.Not o be shown u by
o Mieraa and

‘weighed notfing at al.

,leading her “Come on, he urged, no one’s going to miss us in al this * He

g and
Tyt pst e o of e i & i augor b . Nl cocarte g e appoace o brk s, Lt us ot o ‘somewhere safe whero we can be alone. .and give us a way back when wer ready.The door

":ywele auiside, on the Astronomy Tower. Abows i, e dear e perfect, vehvety black, bright,
wis from The wind plucked ihrough the air, 3 ot ‘ d Is al
g casta 2 d
Wl he said, where ind the castle.
soponcets” . there
Sresigred i .
Tkvow abal you mean- He ined er o he wal, Aot ucting bty & he nobced bl s onr mind was ke plt bevwoen he boauty of e iew and a Cog ositions and “Ikeep hoping

every morming fm going 1o wake up and the Prophet il say that Hamys done i that ou Know-Wh's fnally besn defeated and we can all just go back 1o our . Ta g a ot o st ing 1t 0 wory abous 46 yoar was rmy NE W
levels”

* she shrugged. “she got three Oustandings'*
year?”
“Probably. L s worso o 0w OWL i 1 in the vault. We're going to have.
. foor,
Whateverthe NEVLT.tst s for Dark A, [ o coing . 1m ki out st dy,dont cars, So ar e managed ot o et appe o Criae aryone, bt 1t g b o it e, Honety, ey vebeen avoiing mostof my hovse and
ottache i they tied principle ofthe thing.”
Neville nodded. " re ts
P nreall, * Her
long 1 “es. X though he had Killer "Aleas.for some f e |
could deintely 6o it to Bellatix Tho others...f ¥ yoe. Tve loarned a ot o other
irves and hexes that could certainly rin ther day.
“Sometimes | envy you knowing who it was, Nevile.” She snuggled in closer lap, and he rested is cheek Iden head. me - the pain, | it
ke you, or ke Mike know P * Hannah
el ook p t i 3 e wes 8 i tare that appeared - 10 put the Dark Mark up! I had been tree days before she was found out in the orchard, and all 1 got o see was a
sosled casket that evoryons s had my moter it Thare's no
Shevacaaf “Closue. because its Biting his lip, he forced himseff to meet her eyes unfinchingly. “Sometimes,
move on. .
“You were testing me, weron't you?” Haman smiled faity. aising a hand to draw har finger along the ine of his aw. noble, nd that it
“their condiion’ iner tone, g He
blushed, unsure how ang this."Mayt You,too. i
in the first place. And do you know what | saw?
“What?” % . but he could hear the smile n her voice.
| 3 who took her
an hour 10 talk im down after the changes in you scared him, L y woud if they coud, and him, e
2 Nevil -
Neville opened his He biinked, astorished, “Tat Longbottom. Surprises.”
) her, he herarms over her head \ggled to get away, but they
ised “Surpri Do g
. over her mouth, roat ecause wra
duing hs taniru. play 2 P o ot Yo, it oot were i Hngieacer o o oot 1 G ot miors o . Sfcks sooor S e goor o Cen
madness, because | have fiends in Hufflpuf other than you”
E nd liked i, et, Harry”
“Im glad youre not like Harry. He never had much of a having fun, . he o take everything iy” She made a face. A ot of the girs iked that, though it
i ‘o impersonate Sape.”
i died, Hannah! .
No. g hers And dlock. And the break,
w ke this.”
A nouth, and E .
Hor . ¢ "

Chapter 12: Sticken
Treir rarks had swelled s leaving the Li Enmie, and

raining, while hi ook the most serior members for smaller mestings.

They ey vecasly bacorn nore e of el ey i A cof ot s o it b P Suds, o 1 e, sachc ot v coconte ot o i . T clce

re rigorous. on s, memonAng ick sieps andsecie passages, osets and porats, idden Goors and oW siairveys ul ey coud

Vak h hllsbindokid. Svengihs and weaknesses,fears o amﬂges e 1o be e, and ey bogan late
e aitie st and Novile announced forming the ine-up for June. Students had a o

epare o 3 teams of ten . whie others

. or acting rank, 2 3
“Then, only a few days before the end of the morith, calamity struck. k was the DA, or the forsoen, and from large Pureblood
families or “The Hospital
flame, withing
Dragon Pox.
Nevile called an immediate stop 1o the D.A. meetings in a desperate attempt to slow the spread of the rampaging vius, but t was oo late. Of the eight most senior offcers, Seamus, Erie, Parvat, and Michael were already stricken, and it was.
o head poundi

spared.

He moaned, ightt, then he was forced to leap bathvoom,

violenlysick ino the sink, b Rwasnt fair. Shaking, five o urge o tear at his tching skin. I just wasnit

Footleps sourded nsteaci b i, s e s Sesus rslecton spproscn e mTr i s e was pully st n Hugs, e cobrc bistes, n s sy wers bodshl, 4 s eddnd and b 35 s siled
‘weakly ‘Fearless Leader to,
nswer came in a single Tohord an  burst of couging bt smoked h i Seamus ot donn o ot rext o i, larpin is hnds beneath e nan atept 0 et he s 0 srah. " oughyou wer Prebions,

mate?
Neville nodded miserably. "eah, six generations. What of it?"
“Wel, word's o paused, w ting the knee of | Witha resigned sigh, he shot a ot of water at it fom the end of his wand and.

- o oo bestd e end wiig s il oo s 5 Sweating orshead. We' et moe el tohaveha 12 s, Famiy ke e Weasey, rre' o ey shed bve mised it But s ept ety
or six ike mosL. I's worse the oider you are.” His shitiched like mad, and he p

aroady appoared across s chost and somach as wol.
ven't | ot a blessed ray of sunshine to make your morrin.”

Tellme please.”
ment, had in morths, "oure putting me onl”
Ho held up his wand with a solemn nod. “On my mother’s honor. doso. the sink”
3 resled, roof of
tothe door of

nasty, et

Ne omin o domioree Ty sronr Symptoms, remember?” Seamus smirked at him o o et doot e 1 pokec ton of e lrge pstes o he back f s b i et ofisware. T nt been up ers or o days
becauso fm 5o fond ofthe ambiance, you know”

*S0 [ stuck here with you unl it clears up.*

“Nowa ¥ tings ik tha...hey now, dorittch it Hannah wor't want your prety face allcovered
inpoxscars.”
Smiling, . then sighed. ° aweek?"




The other wizard shrugged. “Homework? Exploding Snap?”

“Im for Snap.” 3 :

3 interest of pass a litle more time . Nevile was
gang back o4 Graris it Harrah, bt Seaus td Ho was of and beginning of
summor woud b 3
“fm goir  he declared firnly. “f fm goin'to die, Y outof it you ki -

T ; § N
“Nah, 3 had”
“Yeah, but ook at it tis way. Ronand f stories. the other lads . Im a fghte ofthe DA, a war hero...and
pop. boot. Lavender ¥ldo. nd if | don't, what a ride s been!
E igan, you are 1" Nevile said, shﬁkng s head in slow incredlty.

T arough Newlo sat bak aglst e sid of s bed, messagig s aching el il e paisof s rand Ho o !emb\y oo and olow i, skot e e b when Pane fad wsed b Faathrig Crarn o i, Someting

dorm, but you donit seem nearly as miserabe.”
b mate.”

o0, goin' Mayt st meaner bug I
“Maybe,” ,“or maybe stress. Stil, | swear i the medicine. | thirk. e see oot He hd stocd b clmb p o the bed,but
him, and hands down a long, spinning tumel as hi ind he felt ke he
sl bt o oter ot ot
NEVILLEF fim, looking “The lips moved, and
X you'e burnin' upl”
Ho ried 1o prote e was e, it t was st Dragon Pox noling more than wha ey a had, but s s didr seem o nd s
flowed
mchon oo ancier atge of S 1 o ek of e o a5 ke 1 ach o s fhis mind and memory. Bumt feathers. But o, the taste wasrt bumt
feathers, bt had someting 0 do wih the | wes shrper, moe ke member of e musard fail. Pepper Up Polon. The i fce s ovr i i anched concm fagman, oo, b choos i s, evos
N rencg s e ly ‘and solid and lt it be losing i, he was coming apar, and he had o tell someone before it
i ke sense ary s i anermy e e cae e, o nd He could buming, his skin was tearing itsell apart, and the
heat, the hea, the heat alone could drve a person insane.
 and oh, please, pl: pow, understand....“Snapel”
000
spinning. ¢ blue. t nowgroen, nowred,
They solidifed, thickened, and wisps igh Death Eators. 3 v and , but Seamus (0o, and Emie
and both 3 ol

us what o do. Tell us what to do.
He tred but he coudn'. His head was throbbing, his mouth and nose (00 painful 1o speak, and it was broken, and ibe voices of s
rnds bocarra moro and mor rsistan, g o snge. i scroam. Not e, Ono volo. O sl e, mocing ico tatha w00 well bl by Longhotos ke can oy Wort 150 5.5 e Sowit o il

nds? Let's
Pain seized him, agine. dist and his buming,

He was on his knees, and the room had steadied o an ebony mirror, no candles at all, but he could stil see. The Death Ealers were gone now thero was only silence, but hs friends wero il there. Not standing anymore. Nowhey were
° i . his

hands. X 3 2
3 3 ke and
{ looking away, v his face still Your tum now. | faled, and so wil
you.
The y ‘mocking him,
Longbotiom, i i? | tirk. o
\ 1o save him, longer
Help me! Im your son! Help me!
i We should have ook whatyou
i you led alyourfends becatse we toulve
the itat the empty, 3 cold, frozen tile floor ofthe werd, feeling himself bleed, feeling himself fal, foeling
h/msermnnawly into rmmmg nothing at Pt
ind he was shaki a from outside Rwas hoarse and exhausted, but
the accent kol familiar, 50 safe.
p andwo that she had that rope. Wl
e micon o po. t i, of course, Hyin' o the floor under the door, and enough (o try trough the owl
Sooor g do, et e e rodd Mo/ gers and ekt . and 3 he seemed
fears. “O, Merin's mercy...Neville, can you hear me?”
Ho tried to answer, but is troat was 00 raw. The  him out of o droam. Curso, it was 1o pain of bums ha had searod s mouth and rvoat,sweling thom with 5ot i lisers tat burt i briny
oy e oped s i, and Searswas ey ovr v Jook o joy 5o decp /. tears roling focked
eyes are open...” he mumure Luckoiwehsh That: Yo et o oo, G i e s oo, oo 20w o
oo, SR are oot st ovr o r
e of red hair appe: s ofsep ngen 1 g s yes tht shiod with ok, Novile? Aro "He Sip nto his. ° Yo
umerslamwllm o, 1700 Ko o wo et
e squeezed, and she. it “Hes—
e dutid augh that was ai b i er,now”
Nevileted to speak ind, “Wha...where...7"
e, :
rocsd e
rnsiad o, et Noors ko g o b noteven P oreperard s vice your age. but so a wonder his in two.
anelofa i o o Yo oy an ot Banoin I Bella and Harry and I1ried 1o go for help, but the fool door
ooy
“He froze the bath water, L neary baing i somimes. Keptitced arotes you whls he got word o me. Goukt ke is wand off e water,bu e foued vy Ginny shook her had, a i beraing hersefor ot
having personaly stayed with them.
Hi : bt there had
Ginny nodded, a “Realy, he did bt
» : ! lether gain, I 3 before we

stripped offfor the rest of the year
u what?"

oryears o

Iguessed. And now |'spose we do know, but|don't mind et her have a
Smowg an otasporid oot Seams, Glvyod back o Novle, Docen e ot dond mopl - 7 gangan ey el P b ool o lomporat doun onugh oo b ol Nacda P S varied o ko o

Seamus and me
ookt o for a whie. e and venig. an s sah 3 a5 1o Lonp i 1y, bt . ki ko | hre had boo brin o ol Yo wore P
1o vl ofwins e shucer W achal, sn sad  youwoke . we'd see”
s
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“Aw, donftdo that lovel | kin' sure he wasnit
“How...long...7"
“Fou days,” Ginny replied, learing over him to brush away the hair that had ciung 1o his forehead. tof it fover.”
“Notyet, mate. You've had
you'e back i :
o ( reaching 3 young He had remembered, i “Snapel”

‘an mysel. e me. The orer
i
ot Nl aoprsad sl wih 18 rurt of e e e b 1o 5 5 v e . e, oo 1+ s n . modicn. Chinose.CHiese Ghormping Cabbage,ar maybe._maybo sameting s, vasSnape,
Youve goL...youive got o believe me...'s because | tied to crug him.
ip i a Sleeping Dravgh, that . Nevile
“He did.” Seamus seemed surpised to ind himself nodding.
A s Chomping. Clomoing Cabbage Heag propertes - make o everwors He ook o deep broah, hatng e ety bing passed o i oo, kiowing e s sa row, and b b sa en, i f oy it
believe him, then Srape might do it again, not o him, but o anyone, and it would be his ppod, closing fis eyes and forcing the paric down, reminding himselfthat it had been
tbing ot fover dream, 1t i orly pope lay n being poiecy Sbong o

. h the words.  KNOW MY BLOODY PLANTSI"
“Allright...Nevile, am, g . because he
s vision
e fought it
sheets. For al hs joking, there was a darker core to rarely, the side of h and blood . ot
“Swear to me” ot king. not asking for :
3 he d the hand back, and o “Iswear.
Snape slowed i ol e weskend o recover,and by Moy ebrary 2 Ginny begged { but he refused. 9 callfimin
o same e b e o e 1o 5. oo aho . st whet s poals el i pooxeos was cramed o colapse, and he took the
oo parods s sevniysar schede skl i 2 S5 K vt perips even e on s prids s on s by, b s knew e o o sarmad o i g vk whon vty e ons 33 Sy e shand

hakily.
For e mostpan,he manage ings wel enough,a st il Muggle Stdies, A the clsses had boen dividd o soparate houses, bl NEJW.T,years had been cormbined 0 make up th smater rambers, ad e tied o avoid Ginnys
tothe fit

o

) and g tothe
by magic pile of bores i knees, cuiching the side of her desk as the foom spun
wildly.
had happened, but when hi sho
i feet. Carmow was lid o is desk o her nd his voice was a mee her nose to nose.
’matsmwM“nges el asckfiond. 1o iormed or bkl peop :
g s ife, but then, to thir foet. ftneed to
e sides, and paused, her. ¥ her then with
e tuned 3 g
By the time © help hi “They had beaten Snape and the Carrows at
their own game, and forco im s roops had Kt aned o ot 1 v 6xpacis, u ho was Pl cloply akeved e was over and 10
could just go to bed. g
i "
with dawn, and a ina heawy. i insids hand.
X ring within. He raised butthenthe.
liar ind freckled, Seamus?”

fyut ] .
As Nevil a. nd hi and ppe.
b a frosh tattoo. This symbol was far more compiicated than tho others, an inicate notwork of inely interwoven lines and spials formed nto a shape ke a distorted triangle of the same briliant blue as the paint. More blood was crusted on s

“Home." was the ony resparse.

spor
“Home as in roland?”

Neville shook his head, beginning to wonder i the fover hiad retured. "But. but how—"
“As for how: Room As for . the land.

1 carit and woritbs el you if we 56 a hunded. AS for what v done...” He took a deop breath, and the bis eyes held a gloe that was terible 1o witness. i the summer end, and that the
greenin the hils under winter snow.

“Seamus, . have you?" he knew.

but his, whatever magic he'd used to do it

“No.Ivo just seen o at ho ges what'scomin'o i He'ldio inpain oqual o what h's caused, and at tho hands f hoso he's belrayed, b ho wihys and whoreores. ' ot in my hands. o on my conscience:” He crossed the room.
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“He tied to kill m, defiitely ~ and ths is the second time now, maybe the third business this itan is a ltle much, Emie.” Nevile crossed his ams
ubborniy,
“Assassinate. poliical or :
Nevill sighed. “Okay, so he tried to assassinate me. The point s, Im fine. A litle shaky, sure, i be back up to fighting .
. ot \ seta walch,..what Yo r
“Abodyguard's not an option. io. ke the gl o have to take...and its a good thing, really” Nevile paused, taking inthe.
fa ! “Listen, p s me. Butorly me. The onl /s tied o Luna's sl 's he:
todo.And Id dictable.”
ad, ou bat, Nevile”

- . “He didn'task 3 Lol s we know

The first two...those were our mistakes. This one, though.

. where
Was 2o o misaks- Nevl sald ﬁm‘ly o was e Fovors osen ara s restenea o s\lp irgslosoars blor, b oven i b pfson Trowras a losson,

. but
of a small walnu. *A bezos and drink anyining or the rest of

oo s ety e e a9
dapt again.” he shrugged. ‘¥ p ahead far,and we' y A The good news i, he thiks he just

¥ o e year, far,he's st used 3
Ginny shook her head. sl don' ke it”
“Like it o not, I closing the subject. We've missed Dragon Pox. and we's but the oher ]
ind the est of
Alltose who had . and Nevile was pleased o schedule as Tory and the Ravenciaws had progress
the LeStrange vaul, S

Torkshad The final will of her parerts was public record now, and she st coud claim ownerstip of half the vau's cortents shoud her older sister die. Neville st cherished the

f her skill, and he allowed himself o be taked inlo a team of three to take on the psychotic witch. He would be one of tem, of course, but her death was 100 vial (o the overall
missiontclezve e voniea ot pers

ves rthr sgreed pon it ey woud ot overyono Valering's Dayaf of o DA 2550 plans, place the fifeenth and sixeenth. Timo was a commodity they did ot
nearly enoug!
ok e moatmastod oy v an b and vl ko h was begiing end, Pot o show it o,
i, e, “Okay, the i i
P use, and try o hit we have the time. Everyone bring a change of robes if youite not really confident n your cleaning
charms; some of tose jes can got messy. Dismissed.”
He stood, and b
the Great Hal, reach her, his am arip. * it alone, old chum?” The Lieutenant had seemed sighty offthrough the whole meeting, but Newil had put that down (o the last ingering
effects of Now,however, seeing
Neville nodded, *Sure.” They stepped off nto a comer, and the X  him. Her response, however, was not annoyance, but an amost too understanding smile
. He frowned, " ) Emie?"
Wel.." I s
“Sorry” he shook is head firmiy, “you' : 3 punching “Come on, that's not a big deal. You'
s, you thirk fast, You'l e fine.”
“Notfor me! front t absoluely...” Ho hesitated, *¥s Susan. butas a favor, could
o keep her offthe font '
i He fel ik for doing it,but he shook his head, unable to quite meetthe hopeful gaze. *| can't You know that, Erie. | can't even do it
formy own git”
lease! ou've got o!" nd he gasped, bt
£ b Lieutenant, and the nd carefuly pried
the thick fingers away from Nevile's upper arm.
“To i - bt how o you krow?” Emie domanded bomusedly
3
Heshook s hea, ramoudg s yes o Torinowpion S sno ot
ook at Nevile, who scovied
“What are you guys hiding from me?"
3 e t and Emie sighed, s fi WelL.the thing is..” he hesilaled, blushing more fercely
*...he ti onthe fied, b . there’s going 3
1 and Neville grinned broadly. Errie, that's fantasfic! Congratulations!”
The hazel d. “ou're not angry?”
“Notat all” The iniial burst o reif i leaving behind 3 . puling of “Ithink
i younger kids in your House...she's a natural”
Hannah put her 2 Novillo; % June.
Nevile swore, Trus, this, and Istil :
4 Nevile asked. “She'l be..." May, J Tratsa ngs”
. we qutea . but she’s a tiy thing, and if realy big, or i forbid it twins, or condi
notced...” 1 inhere, or (0 Inveress, :
“There's ways." Nevills nocded, then looked to Hannah. "You're a gir—
“You noticed?” she smirked.
“Took me a while, but yeah He retuned the sile, *Butthe poirt s, the the Great Hal, but i pick up on those things, and there are girs in
herin. butotherwise, Emie,
we can g

b, “That's notjust for you, mate. That's S
The blonde head shook firmiy. ‘| don't wart o tell e DA
“That's up 10 you Nevile alowed, “but I also not going to want her taking part in things where people are throwing live jixes and hexes if she's expecting, and whether its that orjust nature taking its course it look realy fumy if she was.




L
Thel \eﬁs chancefor a spid sipof e tongue.” e said “But il be able o tel it,and in the mean time, you've got to congratuiate your wife for me. A new ife is stil a
wondert
e vt s and for . A, - ;
Chapter 13: Snakebite
“Concentrate! I's the single most. - and leaned diust - let youself feel
i or

justa gut knowing, and it ives youthe chance fo counter.”
“There's no way!” Ora tew her wand 1o the floor a her foot. "How am ‘qutfeeling else
youwantus to do?"”

- itback o her.

ping
“Actually, it does.” Neville waved hs wand, and itout. “Anthony; :
g  hands on his ips. *So7

“Do youhave any idea how compiicated that was?” Nevile asked.
Panvai laughed derisively."He signed his name”
"Sue” Newle Sisged. o o 10 e chak st 0 i i lly flret fom i you P . Y eve b s enugh rssurt ke .o mark. ot aruh vt you rap
romer ‘and cross b

then Romil pan. :
He smiled. “Okay,lt's see about that. Anthor over and over. :
The look and the before tuming o obey. Now” terin a long, fowing i ie dark sur

even though it fragile. You have to

“keep Y
Arthony binked, suprised. “Un...|had aggs for breakfast...”

%
Tvo k..o res. Scramle it bl of sk and pepper e
Nevile tapped E

n this one, that one there he went straigh ino ‘Goldstein without

th oy on'Anony” , and the blackboard "Fyou'e tirking about other tings, you might as well just o out e andoss e oy o poson v oo, o b ot Jou e 1 wihen
tofyou F
Tneyfazed o i e N ing setting the sigr start them. He 100k a deep breath, remembering (0 take his own advice and clearing his mind, allowing himsel 0 see nothing but the
. four, three, two.
u g A . ‘She was fast,lightning fast, and he had no time to catch the

s gave him a moment’s opening, and he took i, lashing his wand back across his body and dropping o one knee to fire under her guard. She caught i, butust barely, and he sent the same spell again so quickly that it seemed a single
oo camh\r\g her on the shoulder tis ime.

meling wex. the vitory,she had inher other hand,
i
Wit sgh fresipaton o lsed & warc St up o st o of blue spark foor. He could conining, but slowy, the snaps and whooshes were replaced by gasps and cries,
he coud see once more.
Michael and Terry, and “Okay, guys, iat h. inc d

gomau gt g , neiher

ting hs own wand away, he nodded fo the group. “Take five, . and we'l This b tomixit up a . realy goc g of your
wmbvel Lt geta ea lod f s

L you cheat”

S atmond sramelossy e s uprocictabl.
“Iguess 110." he aughed. “our arm o
it wobbh, s b e n 3 mits o o Giny long hair in one fst, the robe she had dropped ina heap on the foor. Tve got @ band in here somewhere.
she mutered, then paused, her eyes widening. “Helo...?"

he stood,

“Nevile,is for you. " .
3 "Give us a Shield Charm, G

sivery, . and edgo of the barier only long enough o cast a Diffendo Curse before yanking his arm back around the shield.
Fora e et bu o struggle, and fnaly
e fpping ing e reached he g rking and g e 2 oot oo b bogan b e vl i Sceonds v .slo ok I an merse e, sah oty oo and 2l 25 8 grown man, R ung
of L SUPPORT HARRY EOTTER!
Nevle gaped, bt beor e coud e arity Neville Long! y.and allof
o s 1 Do ars e 155 D g S o & upoOR P Potlr oy . o s Wl sevn, o) Doy . L e i o0 ot re 991 10 5 ot wondo) ks o o0 o
v
The for pe faded, leaving a ong, Finally, Padma spok head slowly. Bad idea. Very,
verybad idea”
ioow: Newle mosred, buning s ace i rads O Hagrd..”
Ermie crossed his arms. “Well, we can't go. That's all here s o i. :
“We havo o, Gimy sighed, “ateast, somo of us d. tar Ho'd Harry”
to die for Harry” K -
Gheyanookrerread Ron talked He's really._well, danger n things.”
that ran along the outer Don'tremind me. Or
stompin the mincie they haiched.”
G : “Beyond that, forasbig as he
if..oh, heck, :
Nichael and ightas well “Imean,
 Emie’s this. |dontknow”
“Because where we have the tendency to be brave o the point of supidity, 50 fandies, : d.
counts me inas well”
m a Hufflepuf, /m going -
B 1 *Padma sighed, " “Parvat, I don bt
“Oh, go ahead.” Parvat shrugged. Tl do t”
Goin i, L Romida, and L and Okay ren v satos . ndif
g * He paused, casti ook at Ginny. ‘B himno is never going to pull a st ke this again, and if
he ms‘ he'lljust have to pull the crackers himsell”
el t g
st goin o beauti ‘Seamus' leer tuned wand,
o Wessiy” 3 as hor own, K . yourk
Quidditt
st idonnd, andsh oghod. Y6ute ot
000
Nevlo cou barsl i word himse, b was because o was i o e ot whro becoming P xq to death. “Ginny...” he gasped, "are you...are you sure...you
She roatrer o, Mr own hesks streaked with tears of mirth, "Not anymorel”
Mike.
the occasion. 3
Terry frowned, “Wel, -
the for Hagrid's party Michael
ang
P hair it
stuck Hany's did af ‘As an added touch, red irk. line down the and g hand, a piece of
Fireboit” the Cleanswoop 7.
olding out her amms primiy. ‘So, -
... Terry began,
“You prefer o share everything whenever possible?"
chaciasedanesstrow How ddyouoon
h pr . and a banner ke d
v oo of Foairementseekned 16 e Jergih ofh k. g o ol space wihsevrsfured balkors inGrffdor ks, A rumber ofatbor goden baloors i she Snitchike wings zoomed perlously around the room,
frelghnry
e eared v ot a6 oo il ana Terys costanes decag em o be brar, arvd 1 was moved ooy o toas when Ty ofre b cupicate  pait of o asses for i a5 woh T gt of e spaciacies porced
ige themselves le fighting back tears, but not at al of the same
Kind.
The o i Nevile did Hagrid had
the door atleast, but they added Muffiato o t as wel as a y Total ) and Jlowed thr
allo relax quite a bit.
the. Who. olove at the D A. meetings, those were stil
mariy serous afiais, and thers was sometng ulhgmmﬂy rdaon sk i 1 ooy A e sy P, a5 e oach ot n i 1o i o bech way 1 daids Srape's el o sampob o e el
Fesombionce of e Grow iblogs o empercd wor
i wa il o o S S o Nt e cecine ol of e eha, ot wartng ryone o be of it Game i hey wao iscoversd, an Hogd i ot et wing careof  nrly el As e vl e
. ' Tl th ket o can o mww. 1otio ks up imsof, bt ' fiond, ho is. Jus' them big of pewin o, an' nover a twitch or a whinge abou it Didn' oven laugh
heart
Tomoaoim o i meydvd bulwu coud ook 3 ' bate. An hate's the thing'l una person”
B dontyou?”
s wih . g nodded sl e sivered "By, sares me o ik ot o i L A Riddle then, Tom Riddle, some folks even called
him Tommy. ifyou'l believe it el an chamin les...” He paused, nd glasses, There' 3

his eyes under oo e comes o bty Why-
A aenosof o racks sounded o e . cting Hogn phisikaosbighor vy Vo Taror peased e Gy sy e, L e s worm g, o e coring e oot st  scrar.
“The name,"she moaned quiety, ‘on they've done it o all s names!”

" he whispered.
Terry was deathly white as he drew his own wand. “They can”

oud, “Stal them!”
Hi the door, Evening, there,” he said stfy,ain't ths a surprise.” m from

view of anyone outside.
Only half lstering to Hagrid's pitfully ransparent atiempts to explain to the Death Eater that he had only used YourKnovw-Who's name in reminiscing aloud to himself about his Hogwarls years, that the glasses were his own for reading, and the

“Padma,” he said quiety,  them, keep them busy Terry. 3 do 1o clear a path o
the school backin, bt f t doesn't, make a break for i Nator U
o . "
There was  mad scrarbl for obes and scries & Paima opped 1 te foor i place. Her legs were twined together in an impossible-tooking knot and she raised her arms, her
oo . :
“What's that?!" Nevill recognized ToLias he crossed 0 the wall. She took up her own position opposite him, and he swore silenty as Hagrid

Jlrced oo Govovsy e oo sack o ac

“Nothin._jes...the wireless.” he fumbled.

“Ouof e vy you dannad at Mackergrovad,ard ers s o bag. o s, o Hagid siaggerd ity e OealnEaer ad purhod i s somech v ecoverd it ninly s v, and s was e
g, ourage sounding over the easily, but he o

e o e openig.

“NOW! Neville yelled, and he and Li jabbed OBLIVIATE! d G 1gs, there was a rave
i ibas, vipers, kraits, corals, and of smooth, iving venom. another, liding

as they made their way lowards their victms.

o the s,
His heart was hammering wildly, bu his mind seemed terrbly sharp, and he forced himself o trust that his offcers would take care of themselves. He yanked his attention back to the Death Eaters st coming, stiking each one with the Memory

Aking cobra rose, h s it stnuck,
into the advancing reptiles. Two others led, and the remainder were- ouside o He took his chance.
Grabbingrewrel . distant, . .
cinted Li towards the window. "Get out of ere, Il get hert” Nodding “Come on!
“Nevle:she gaspas “youbroke ottt temary sl
hes X or
theic oun s Th st Deslh Ealer wss on th oo tow, seizg ol ss et o sck. les that Nevile: ‘Another is knees, a third cinging o the table as his fmbs began (o
vt e ooke . i ot hilng 3 o s " Sho was stuck or and her He
Started to um 10 go o her, ther . issing fiercely,up his leg.
Arand s s and Pacmers e b i . Lo el
. and he tofres L, both trough. He.
coud nd te sopped fononahead

ko skin Ko Grvp. o o, bo i brober g o ke aboh e sodbory ot ssemed o th o was T o Do et I, O o 1o oo rown . toons e 0 e, 3 G

Trarn Disapparated inan

own skins.

Hagrid said something to Grawp, and he sal down n the snow, mokmg e bodyof th i b i et suck agas e e and beghning i Pkl i cshed skl Nevle oked sway, orihd, b he almost laughed despite it al
7 No, Grawpy! Bad boy!

A ight sp and ta run now, two others, squat

g the hut, o ‘and Padma.
Nevlle had oniy a split second to decide, and he took the fisk. The taboo destroyed all prolective charms except the Fidelus. That would mean Snape would have to re-establish them, and if e Death Eaters could get n through the broken
secuiy

by the fireplace, he tumed pot, 1 Hagrid i thore was Padma, and tosee

where ? Anctter tun,

The Room of \ and the crack, and he

duck her Teny - -

TOUREALNE" siste, her. o snatch her clching at each
the near He hated to tear buthe o choice, i stepped

oo Pada gy
“Penat youve ot o go sre 60, Wt ako care of e, wo promise.”

pels!” She noeds —*
Hreat,anda gies,” said the other gif,  disconcerted.
China”
Pad Fs oky..I1 b e, Now ury and gobekor ey cor oo o s
Pana nodded reluctanty, but there were stilfears in her eyes as she backed away. door that had app o the Gryfindor common room, keeping her eyes on her sister unt the very last
moment. Then the door inher hands.
Nevll sxctarged s ook i Seamus, and e quickly shuttied Coiin, Romida, and Natale to domitories his own,leaving his riend alone with Panvat, who had begun 1o cry in earmest now. Hey.
nconce Panat...-
Shook urously. ipping. “Just leave me alonel” She was crying harder now, but she didn't push him away, and he sat there silenty just leting the tears come. He had already decided that if Snape of the
Carrows were X 3 50 he fell
need to rush her urther
in s pocket. He puled itout, he ope ipper and held it out to her. ‘I thnk
Tve heard somewhere that crying gits like chocolate.”
Forthe firsttime, the sobs broke, and she raised her head, wiping her iccup, even as o fall and er fled,
the g i almost inisly mie pices wheh sh i o on e e o 4 ohe 3 o Vi st i bl o B e s B T s < a1 o e A AT o vy corerd
losing Addy bef
proaredhomng

i e frog. “Addy and Vata iy, 3 Padma and Panval She biushed,
looking down at her lap and shuffing the lite bis of chocolate fretl. | mean, it's been lonely enough. Fiona's family moved to Canada between third and fourt year, Hermione’s on the run, Lousa fled this summer, so it's just been me and
Lavender, and ever since she started gotting all eird -

avender?”

Panat ook herhead e o ikl Noting st meart vt vasr

o lahme. oo Secord i for Gyffndor :
meve Wasa forg e, bansho sk rer o esay ot er ok s e o i n back. I think...on, id, s none of my business. anyway. I
pdiosld

i fhave o go gt :

T Sho orea mm flech o es . “She's She. any. her

inher body 14 give i he boys up the wal...and she’s always in the bathroom, and | tink she’s crying, ‘cause when she
lired - . and tink = Parvati

but she didrit need 1o go on.
Novile's head sark vemm and o grppod e tighty, brying ndor had . buthe'd gined fis fiond
June. I realy, realy do ot need this.”

ot hoow o aro? Panat ofered nch

He stood up, draving remains Wait Youshould first

Novle roaded luctany 6 cange e hen_ifs o you you el by wartto see e 1wt

She nodded, otum, Nevile into the fireplace. First Susan, now Lavender. Ho laughed darkly. I they were aln such a hury, coudnt they.
T raings vere boken o oo opones sgan ans Lavends e oo aulehn v rammeris o Bon s Snocoe vy o 1 wor 2 etecv laman e e Woe Pl 2 o ot v . e b o obes were
,but he r waistine,
Hosmiedin ‘Sory o bother you, La, | L ifyou donit mind..."
the couch, 2 3
w ekl o, “was just...s, uh,
away inlo the fr her white cheeks. ke him a ot he's got a really sexy accent, and we kind of...you know, it went a itle further for a whie, butwe're jus iends.” She glanced

ovoraim ond face,
“Not as far as | know.” Neville sighed, reaiizing he'd need to take a more direct approach. Lav, | was taking to Parvat because she had a pretty good scare with Padma tonight. She didn't mean to, b it kind of came out that she's been really
‘worred about you. She says you haven't been yoursel

. crossing “How so?l"
“Woarng your o a o timo. Rofsing her. g gown. Hiding in the g w. * He looked

frisdeborg Tve decided -
Instead, her a long, hard look. “Lavender, 3 ust




L you know that,

and ifthey did, r
“Well maybe you ot know me as wel a5 you ik you dor” She reorted
{0r ey gtenicocked par r o e
r terly stumed. been caugh, it was as i he had out o have a torrid affeir orwas
Youtink Im pregnant
Suddny feling compltly unmocrod, Nevil sproad i hands, "o been.

" she

snapped. “Fine. f you thi baby, go ahead, : " whatey me. lone, tank
you very much” of

st “Laverds ..  grabbing her arm, and she gasped, e her
rard Their ey met.ar e ke
Taking her i helet he 5
For onire 1o the faintest yellow, another, new atop old, but the pattern was clear. Four fingers and a thumb in each set. A man's hand. A man's
Yo e e e s e et g ceungbac oo “Who. 7 e, 7
L e wa palest gray, and
v g o e v ek T st cam e i b e Tl er shir, and y 3 . her head down, tears faling
rom beneah e vlofhr Gk brown
Mostofthy yourg menofGrinier and e, e mafortyof vndsr Boun s of for o, hideous rage.
arm, eross e shoers, ped like fingers, longer, thinner, the marks of being struc used 2o of gl Most by t e

e i et ook . 5t Sh et ot e v P ey, o Shosre Sk o, Ho 00k 5 p oer e 1 e T . oo 1o S0 vt o i 15 lmes P 1 e o . e e o aldof P
she would react.

I Gan't say who She murmred, *He'll ave his father kill my whole family Says he'l Blood-Trators, and that al that He can do it 0. | knowhis Dad's a real Deatn Eater, and if he's half as sick as his son, he'd
“No, rot hm, not at all” Tho dark head shook quickly, but her tone was sincere. face E rave having power

i realy ke to. 3 won And what could be
bett -

“Crabbe —* Nevill growled, and she nodded. Vo7
P nodded herhezd sgain, ten e e chin defanty. it sy il
“Lavender, fm so sory, I never 1.1 shou

ek golo on dewn v bty ik Theywaned o Seamis was standing at th botom of e sieps 0 th tower domn is hand sl on the doorknob s he taed in shock and conlsion at he scene befre him. The ble eyes
sweptover

Ty ope’

T 5ety ot Femiss oador b anoxparatoncarmed ot or 1 oxpoc T o oo and poor Mi
honest!” Lavender s

“Id never dgue:sed .
“Ididnt” . Seamus, buthis is o
Tho fai brows uwmgammaw “Then what's goin on?"

pocket of is robes and tapped it with his wand, s that you and | are going to meet Emie, Fiitz, Mike, and Req. . and 3 to fiish...in
Siyherin”

000
The ceiling was lower, there were no windows, the bed hangings were green, and the hooks on the walls whare o on ever hung up their robes were shaped ke serpents, bul otherwise, the Shytherin dormitory was almost identical (o the one
halt . of thoss ind had il

passing ot Nott o, 3 yfanned out s Seamus, Emie, and
fardecper,
atthe two thugs. Mufl !istanty, yarked into the air, their sheets and biarkes thrown back as they- dangi ey as if at
their ankles. ) “Good ntemen”

g “Longbotiom?!”
“Very good. And may | introduce my fiiends.” he gestured at the felow D.A. members who had retumed to stand in a loose semi-cirle around him, *Seamus Firvigan, Terry Boot, Fitz Bagman, Emie Macmilln, and Mike Comer. We've come to

his a pair, and Crabbe's eyes widened, his barrelike chest inflating as he began to bellow at the top of his lungs, "PROFESSOR SLUGHORN! DRACO! PROFESSOR
'SLUGHORN! THERE'S GRYFFINDORS IN THE DORM!I"
Ermie raised an eyobr

“Oh, be accurate, my dear chap,” he raised his own voice ina shout s loud as Crabbe's. ‘AND HUFFLEPUFFS AND RAVENCLAWSII"

d E Scream, for that matte
Crabbe continued rage and alarm, fsts, back ot of range. Goyle, howver, seemed more frightened than oviraged, and he frowned desply, Hs oddly softvoice tight.
“Whatcha gonna do tus?”
Nowihere s e ealbronsof e aperson; Wichaslroed, e fact,a social cal..afthough, Nevile. nd it .
Nodding, PP the foorboards, and Before . however, Seamus had shot a Body-Bind
attrem,
Lot - M. Crabbe...*
Forthe first tme, the narrow, fear, L 's slender ams. “We' toayoug You
nstead, he forcad s voice to remain caim, even pleasant “She says You've I psoting marks you lf on her. The guys and |don' ke Ko pscple who hurt and terrorize gits, but
o b

rabbe’s face went pale under the Body-Bind lowing forward. "L . e o o b koging o v cnampld gt wih o lbow opped cassl o the
S e b o st e e usually et 1ot 2 1g story. ‘Now, don' 2 power. For example, there's the fine kind of power that Nevill has, there. Fearless
Leader can call up his friends In the midde of the righ, P ‘doin' — and | happen somethin lovel ’s day, wher i, we st im, and we.

ather fancy him as a person of fie upstandin character”

ot o o i, o 67 3
nge was shocking. 1o chatier from across a barstool had now tumed into sounds that were foreign, even primal, and a cold shiver went up Nevile's spine as it ahvays did

ouwart fear, y
i fend e shouder of s st
“This is power. This is fear. i bi you y sefl, that you've come very, very close o bringin' on, and you really, really don't want to. E\l \SDo\ng\zs truly 1do.” He let go of the sleeve. “You
nd ot s o revor af. o matr whero 1, o mater
bathroom, urface. Ay imo. Anpuhore. Anin
o w1t deor s 40y el o 10 you Nl 3 Wl o we e i er, 2 calo o s, and e whoe famiys bl sepherd away et youe o1 et i e n e ousand years of
searchin. That's Feariess Leader's power...and oh, Vinny, my lamb, 140 hope
. shallyou? That's a grand boy."
Seamis sioodagan.sepping back o o ends,and o head. Tho L e e ik Hsow . s Etoned o el paci o s shoukdors
o doppin 0 e e laced
" e eached o top, and he b f vildy as he yarked il open. The flsh beneath was pale. “\ou'e a big boy, Vincent, but o am | and there are diferent
k\r\ds oY b\q \m- fav exsmnle ansmed M svze by virtue of the some. husband and an ox. Ybu're strong enough to terrify the children, to manhandle a woman, but
you”
ik i ded “These, onhe other hard,
oy o e G i oy oo A o Vi 2 :
Sweathad . and ' he easiy. « and he smiled. ‘Oh, fm ot
I'm only going nger. That's a promise.
Ratrer paric, Emie’; it and whe showed y dark rises 25 the young Hiffep g K thumb, o
Fearvaned o paninihe Srrris oy s h fgery was sl crshed and lars beganioeak There was a soft, oise, and Emie drew back his hand. The i of Crabbe's figer vias
e,
A nd les nger.” “Tiresius, you are taking the last, | do believe? It
oy b o
M. Macmiar e winked s 1o piss you of, wil you?
g he'd whipping
sap. Kt lrg, red Lavender's fei sin,bul the ) Terysface
“Effcien he said camy buta pos e tool Ths is...ash,Ibelieve? Wih...” Elght and 3 nafinches, raher thck no but sl wand
Ho tress i ki v e v Wik a5 v s nes recse ssomen Jnble. oy oy vaeee omesty bososse I gon S0 e stenionts o ot
For example, it going butit
Ve -

y P along s N e 3 o
use an imesisible atracton to uggle men? Or housecas, Maybe a ot o e f ot iyt Yo oot Yoo s Dot 0t s Wt s o sk
‘wouid be mos! nerestng’

Crab's ayos woro plaadg dosporl, bt o was uablo o ry shvugged. Wel, if gt © o Oblvatsculiusr” e eyes squsezed shu, ten opaned again
Yenyg\ggled aiivea
There was a X inhor Tory was rgh, and the Ravencaw fook a modest e bow. Tm gad you ke iL O corse, m ot as brave as some of he aber e orabio o
e
) s, :
Michael laughed, Tery, you shoul go ino teaching!”
“Tve though abou t” Tery sugged, “but Fd rather go 7 he tmed back to Crabbe. “That's al | have (0 say for now, though il be
s notverybig”™
ocding i eliove itor ot Vince,
ety s yos b o o dore So was | . rater g is cominced me b
for Lavender o
k o knoning - )
'you understand that, bk vice.”
e i e
“Hel, Ty, .
“Tm glad o see that”Nevile smile, then he stood immobilty. Now for . Goye...
000
Kwas nearty dawn when Nevile firaly retumed o s own bed. The anger and hurt over what had been done fo Lt butthere wes a defie aye He was proud of his men, As angry as hey al had
1 o rosuts, he fo,

Bestof al, they wero saf. Grabbe and Goyle ol have a hard ime comincing anyone — even Snape and the Carrows — ha six people (hough they coudn' remember who) had broken ino their room (1hough they couldn' rmembor hov)
wioken 1o one, and tireatened them farby (1rough not hut them, except for whare Crabbe seemed to have shut his finger in a door, and Goyle's nastiy subbed toe) fo o reason tha they coud adrit. Ho could practcaly see Malfoy's

g
He roled over. adusing o pilow, bt s musingswore namupied as is hand bushed somating udemeath Pulng it ou. he Jope, to him in Dobby blocky hand. Nevile opened it lighting his
1o make ot o words, an s e .
Dear Mitor Longoto
Dobby was going bt you and M and Miss notwish o be bothered, o D [ instead. o
Killed

Tood had come from Hogwarts i he would for such a bad Master, but Dobby s a Free Elfthanks o the wonderfu Harry Potier,

and so he quitinstead!
a HELP.is scared to s meeings, but
ever, ng, but he had no choice.

Sincerely-
DOBBY
AFroe EIf
Neville tapping i vith is wand. i he shook s head. He would miss the e elf, eifto dey his Master so boldly. Dobby
Tl oo b g, endig 1o 0 Soames b ot bt soppc The a2’ s wer 250 crr, b fom i, cous Dobby's ltter cowd wait. Frowring, he cimbed outof bed,
‘Nl o was a st o sheis, He made no attempt (o hide and et

Dot Nevileassured him v K v st worted sboityou”

“Hoowaratyou mean- o sat e acs o e et ot . e ol inge seniy 1 gt thi but there' . word of
“eah"
. Seamus laced s whistin'in the wind, ight, we try, we's ? die for i,  what' -
and faint moonight. Rasputin
nd KnowWho. ther, and another, and oh, Nevile, enough? And i i now, its hates, aMMgel worse and worse, because
Wy e aacnotor.and ey s o lod ot oo sty nd stoppin’ Crabbe and X their buises all over Biit next
i “They st did it upic, ignorant, -

ho ow it sungth vas o anugh o faco of g pas it couk ot bo udonsand tingsy o como it ok s v i 1t o g0 e s ord PG an g U oy et OmeGhos s o
long, shuddering b
Oy o it e ronch o vt sqere Seamusshouder . Lavenders s

E hold her, make It better. butitaint Aintlove, either, tough, ts...” e sighed.
*She's your good friend, and she's hoter than dragcn . an youi not b or doa o s ove wihamyons els. And eve 10 ot v Pt o you/v massed o t 2 cerain dogroe. here 5 sematng beyond fHondap,and rat
maters” Neule said undersiarcingl.

“How coud hurther? Ithough there.
were angels inmy fingertps.
“YourKnow-Who's got a proper knack for findin'them!” Searmus
“But that's good for us, you know?” Nevlle let outa thin,cynical Snoe mean,
o one wil sk s generaton”
. then Seamus shrugged noncommitall. Tl not say to that, ‘cause | know fm in a mood, mate. d ke as say somethin' [d regret later”He looked up. "You'd sleep, though...ther
fussin' with me.”
and nodded. . "out0o, though”

“Cot
Ho gt " e roamod t is own b, haring o hangings sice st befind i, bu h scbs i ot start agan,and ho know ho hc bean asked 1 e tarf ey i, Ho tad done what o codd for s erd, bk e vt L v vt
nd really, he supposed it would

their own fier
d  waking him agy he smiked
Tho curtains of the other pen, and light Lavender's ppod tighty ina d barely
Per n safe, peaceul si
Chapter 14: Sins ofthe Father
February 14, and less dinner had endod, the Gryfindor boys bathvoom had become a freo-for-all nightmare. Thare had aiready been two fights, one toat aimost sliced in a grossly unwise
head rueful + do your"
“True enough: s “However, d
melee at the sirks, Neville raising

vals THATS | T puing rak! Jack,hand over e cokogne beore you poison us al. Richi,fyou pu ay mors Setig Polionon o havv your head wil deflect the g oo, e, go vt wand vy o Yo o Gy i St
Rem

Land Sl :
{ack loparaughe. “ho's complined about howi e, Cmawv’ o e
or your information, Sioper” hs ! :
0.2 part.
'AtHogw.ms Conconacad . Fost yoar, mey 2ot hatod mo o supporing Hary o Fifth year, however 1did thark you very.

much, because they thirk Im cute and mysterious and
“Look out, boys!” Andrew Kirke ficked a handl of soap suds at Colin, landing them squarely on the back of his head and ignoring the murderous look in retum. “We've got a proper Gilderoy Lockhartherel Just call me if you need any help, Gil
you've just got the one really good hand, and Demelza's —

“ANDREW!" boywiha “Thats enough. .
Kirke blushed, Sorry, S

“Tm nota il As the youngest one infourthyear,Geolf Hooper faced Neuile stemiy. “fmin the D A, aren't2*
“Not exacly”

Gealfooked down s rands falig o is ides o ho adnited
e odd i .

Sy oaken ol shmed. - s
“Yeah Nevill coud feel himselfbiushing, I was Panvat.”
| * Jack asked,

“Imean,
i t Asfor \ Rich? s il tue?”
Jack hesiated. “Wel, itallup ci

s i pect Nl gave o appearancs o ol ance ver n e i, brihing back sy u hat b sipped forvar cvr on e, thon rodded in satfacton ae med t Seamus. ‘Meorkey hotss isyors, Figan ¥ my

“Fair enough” the other “And take that, Day”
“Tharks, you'e a tue fiend,” Newile grinnod.

“Itry, Feariess Leader, 1o ry”

000

E ! Emie g one of . gain.”

“Dorit merion . 5 e ast 1 coud do for ot two: Nevie smled He ac promisod the Macmikans inat thy coud have the Room o and Hannah were frished with it knowing that they hadn't boen able to spend a night
together 't

e ooked roondcouhouly hen et doun o o e o coe, opping Fis voice and pink she's : really tight...honestl, s only if you
feel her stomach and know how t was before. Sil...” He grimned, "' exciting going ot Right g you
Ml ko, 1k o G, o o 10112 0t 1 ook o, e o e sk o s Lo e sh's o e e, s S G proivc gt sl o ey
anything

“sa \nad on Ty ind, eyt Eiesighed, shaking s ead. but it mak that I might die.”

Why's

“Before, n-vewar‘huv possibilfies.”ho explained. I die, she dies, we both die, we both ive. Three of thoso | could hands what, she'l
beal

Emie \noked douna s ard. where b was wearing i i for 1 evrin, Mising e Dk gold b pershel. Siange, g sometes...fan |k whata sl e o th e o e e, Worst g o sbou wes my
Apparition

SR eris oo, e X boy,one now Im, as my Gran called me, the Genoral of

head, and
Waaritgang o ottt you iy, 1okcad. s hrdy g, ouoh. g . darkly.
“But s me stlsst et 0 uss anscs vt ot N
for five minutes, discuss.
Neaie . and his heart in his chest, She smiled, © long legs. “Youlike it? | don't know why you asked me to wear
something summer, though.”
it} “He ppY 3

vely’ i
Il show you, he said. Nevile: then stopped, arm and pacing * he announced.



The door re-appeared just as he had requested it to before leaving, and he bowed, motioning her towards it. “Ladies first.
“Have a good time, you two,” Emie smiled, waving “and -

, and nd Hanmafi's skir,bringing frosh water, and now-cut grass. The

“Room of Requirement.” Nevill smiled.°I's ke the 'sky | lusion. But thrk it .

T ame? sh g, bu terswarotars n e s o, N, s Kot pos portar And that. .. hand to her mouth as she po nosted into a hedgerow

downthe lane. *...that's my secret house, but s fixe

“Your secret house?” he asked bemusedly.

She blushed. " . 3 the Cauldron.

“Then let's go see it” He took her hand again, and they starled down the lane, Hannah il marveling at the detail around the weeds » the lane and the clsters of Sweet
it and evenifitwas justas far

as the greenhouses or the Room of Requremert
Ho laughed, and she ngers. "oure plart, are you, Hamah?” She raised an eyeb tram g you
hers, lo e greervouse, o the Mugle word, down o Hogsmeade, and you jist shne...inside the  caste, you. pretyy much dopponr isss weire i e DA- Ho tapped e leasngy on

“Careil, now...hat's an assumpton, Professor ”she teased back archiy.“Correlationis not causation. This is simiar t the long-held belief a an unusually
axtondod dommaney period lowed by rapa st
you

» he repled
e g

it here.” ront garden.” S
“Tlike o v oo “What?”
“Dontgoin A een b b appecned o o cheche, o s of flowers in her hand, g awkwardly. "I's...youre going o think fm mental ifyou see the inside ifis really been pulled from my.
imaginatio
Wy woud - garden. climbing roses...al of t.

Her, s our house, Nevile. You'e going to thirk Fve gotten all caried away."
“Or" he retorted, i beauif, pastoral nd iose fartasies, y e, Not
that [ mind 50 much i they did.

Harvshiatouta e gasp. "oumesnitr

“laiways liked you ages, ;there's a

pd p.gms o how gorgoousyou ar,aier He reached ou, bushing his frgertps o o dge of o el s o “There's intho sl Butyou'o gt a kidersersoof rumor fan
p ike L i  Harnah.and Fve

it a\meit 58 ar gone 3 Ems.

She seer , her eyes wide, and 0. ¥ youre affaid i,

e pened e bag a e n i ot o, b e chl. Onh o, perdrt o s of a ik danged fhingpretly e sudght A st drce, appered o e nll ofsomo i b taberrpecton s

3 reached out, fastening a ‘ ’s.
Newlle.. i e e 20 et
“Is not fee.”he smiled. andho venton
. e she b

“Don'task that, Neville...please..[d say yes, | would, and [m ot eally ready.
okay: ho assured e, m ot going 0. ve ad 0 tak ot o 2 o et o e, ko vl 1 10 55k s ey o N 00k e . pessi ot v s s and oKing U e es, Homnah
Grace Ahmm ilyouTe for o

e so0d oo e pecincse one et ot i head to hers brushed her forehead. “Live for me. Do whatever you have fo,
fight hardor than you ever knew outive for me. . or whethor the rest of your ffo ahead of you, Iwan to know.
itwillbe good. Erme told o y.and :
She kissed him, one hand as the her the tiny fragile He could feel . and wondered If she coud feel his, and that simple,
steady, gloriously alive thythm had become these Were here, wete here, el here, it pused, and he was there, and 50 was sh, in a moment that no Death Eater could take, no spell coud
disrupt, o hexor batte destroy.
“Ves. Nevile...| would you"
000
y fion of o 6in,
harder . Betweenthe DA nd monifs he had to ive, there
s grads Herbology, and Divination, even with faling asleep in ciasses and
dee, o loachrs seered o bs kg oy opprtty o show i o supporfor o fcrs of h 0.4 v Profesor Ty o had tum as she mistiy orelold
i o eyl dea. T g owove: despile noeded (o wite and o was siting  working ona leter o his
el ke Ineed & back,
orteries, Onthe oberanc, me. . Gran?
1o comnesqai o 1t ol i you. Sl b spacin he s s ceys o e oy i e o, B sha e b vith us. ik
Par
my it us it meemesoring it out it i
pat vith loast for a weekend.

there,
e pouscd, g o Codlng Cull ans eichi i fesiralon o word changed sty i Frmiss commens abou e weaterand e the true contenis of the o the intended

Reachwg Il pockst. e puled ot s el b glanced sross e o o wher Sears was barsy il bt couh e gl o pul s sl b f s o, Lsesmad o haye rowr ey lrgs et and lrpad down

Secmer I thing. .
skepical look u

“rish squirrel”

“Thats fumy,” e crossed his rding his friend with a look of . ‘because. have the best memory, but my Gran and | went to Dublin for a weekend to visit a riend of hers when | was rine, and | hirk

* Neville sighed, W, evenif ind at this rat 3
“Well, its ike this..." he gave up on trying to pry the snuffbox of his robes and slammed the handle of his wand into the id nstead, knocking it unconscious and allowing hir to pul it off easily and buckle it ighty into is bag. “ figure fm about to
start getin fantastic marks.”

He

o “Really?"

“Really” g Ive learmed

i o choloobut o ge iht oy i

Laughing, the two young men cimbed out of h portait ol and begar 1 make teir wey dow 1t Great Hak, oS e up wit the o e s, W angals oo beauning it an earo-ear g despie  nssly gash et wes barsy
Jack”

yourface?”
“Iwouidn't do it Stood told L Ho called me a fithy
of other names, X I * Colin winced sight o send a thin rickle of of
shirt. * e biushed, ! g
i Coin, " Nevile agreed. 1g. St good for you. .
“ou vould?"
“Absolutely. Feariess Leader . Creevey red h
nd who! P M, d
“Didnitsay | was any brighter!
y the Great Hall Is, and . as the Nevle
ext o Giny ghing her attack,
8 oy s More than two hundred pairs of eyes tumed 1o the Staff Table before.  and Novile braced for tho latest
amux:amsm They were never good
4 . e * Snape intoned, besita 2
yp
“That priviege e Blood Stats, | understand that this Is a for all o you, self-
control " the Dark Lord 3 ndiiduals,
fime 10 g moment, and d their gaze, ke vt hose o e o aes v xpeced s b resporeie o o

Afick of Snape's wand, and the two tal, heavy doors creaked open. Six robed and masked Death Eaters stepped into the Hallin neat, miltary lines of tree, taking several precise paces inlo the room and then slopping, the heels of their shoes.
echoing on the stone floor
SIX?

fbare

room, nd all of tothe surface ina
Demertors. . o sk , their scabbed, P .
and a sitver . and a smile touched fis ips as tosipiniike plague. & i

i
There s sres of of s s @ dozs s h o ot uconscious i sovral o b e onos boganto stk ncoreclaby. The Demenors vere movig agen spreadi o, ard ey began o surourd e Huflepu b,
ignoring

back
Bt was St o, s St e 10 and Susan, and to the induced despair, he colled himself and unleashed a
slaggerng, powsrhouse purch drecly o e ocen oce T Hee. Shodred,ond o a P second: Nole worered 1 v had e 1 G . Ee v aweys s ol ith S oo 176 404G & cnrce o lo e
fistsank info , s back arching, iriking his head toleavea blood

had burstof

feet, . her wand 3 she
could act."EXPECTO PATRONUM!"she shouted, and a siver flash erupted from the tip of her wand, coalescing instanty into the figuro of an animal that ran the length of the Huflepuff table, dring back the fideous apparitions ike vampires.
flecing the dawn.

ayoung og her, standing guard
i d Miss Bones...”
Before he coud continue, Professor Sprout had stood, her gray head raised defianty. “Yes, thank you, Miss Bones, | was about (0 do the same mysell” she snapped. “And m sure Professor Srnape has an explanation for why those.
ose crostres s e s

“As st i . M. Whitby's father has been acting in defiance of the Dark Lord. He s known
ani(s S Kingay Shociaher 2 o e row e 15 priority. Mrs. nger nd
her
iy Demenirs a6 o Death Eatrs 0 ke one a7 Spros s, acmasir”
A pravetai measre oy No on wans any Umecossarl oah bloodshod fo ave  sigleboy o a fow days n Azkaban,row o tey?” Tho Black eyes were e . and he A fade
nstanty i te ownor or
ndhe gave a Two motions to th right, one 1o the lef, a signal o the other members of the D.A. that they must not act, that Snape had won this

round,
o cariFave K" Susaris veice wasferely deflant e Parons sl i at e ide, butProfesor Sprout knew e i35 wel 25 el i

and she motioned, red-faced and shaking with rustrated rage, for the young witch to back

. . wny.©
1 ot bein idrapped o iy v on e fo now a year- of o yearso twice as much elbow as he kr
e hone v o g s v i vt 8+ et
lnwams e Decth Eaters,
3 thatthe ind ke, X paims-down,

mm.m xumm okd a man Hal. 3

mass of dark cloaks, and a thin, terrible scream ros from the center of them, followed by a loud snap. A atte of chains and a ratte of breath, and they.
e o had salued

quickly of the tabl Emie’s head into her |

The open display of love id not wormy Nevile. Any attempt to hide Emie and Susan's feeings for each ofher ffom being pbkc knowiedge had long been abandoned as impossicle, orly the depth of their commitment to one another remaining
secrel, nstead, Pelpl: i

‘was left of the young soldier.
Tivee drops of blood and a broken wand.
Chapter 15: From the Ashes
or other young hair and his breath

p sooner.
Ho grabbed the r0pe in both hands, forcing his how him up, had reached the ite platform near the celling. Not alowing himsolf a moment's
Endgorlel

tham one by o o cus oty agged sharcs. One of e s oo i o o crgok. a1 o ol e . Aqain a8 56 e 1t s o s s, i s, g Dt Toak, T o cermie et o o
confet of ieces on the floor

ngers. He waved gain,ready
otter fick, tothe ground, g s ches
The
iy of id for each of those, he purished
buttfelt good, ‘eachihrob of pain, Making him st harder, ougher,
hon eyt naty ralyve sloved ver ovrge
Once e e i e Eachdaywas 10 kongerane more o e L s o o whes Srape and e Carows ool Nt e one ot chace o
Iose their thvone. June could not come fa
Id be real, o

Wity acton ad it e e, Nele fed five days since sleeping less than four hows a night, going over the evers a thousand times for ways he.

have acted, might have preverted i Ty, charmed objects like i and e e 1 Pk oo how a0 0 tros sareUning I cone, eny oy a1 amonors rames. and . P aonedpar s vl

or
Nover, g a friend, urtor snatched rom under fis very nose. o and Taugh about it Evory situp, every pushup,
ed.
Frank. Alco. L Domis, Emic. Colin Parat. Kevin. Luna. Renny. Kevin. Luna. Renny. Ke Kovin.
sth step over his cold, dead body (0 do i, .
s g . prits of the length of the

S reayons oo ot it loy i your wlsti, it you. Longboto?” The o, drawing sneer came with e shock of a ip. and Nevll whiled wand austreched. He adr eard th door open, and s yes narowed as e saw

“Wha..ar ou. g et paried argr.

v that's fine.” ul .
d “What do

Malfoy tumed back, eyeb ‘Oh, 3
He jerked the d was “Outwithit, Malloy. games”
“Allright, al righ...” jacatingly *The young X outof

" o Iwas heading Ihappened o get

5 . e g o i thark you for your g -
“And here | am, foryou”

oot when hat ting's off your arm.”Nevie said c
“Alrigh, theidea e of it” let “Theyre going to relieve you

of command

nd “They.
“Oh, hey certainly can! It was unanimous, actualy” Maoy was reveling in every sylable. “Even your it friend Abbolt. Apparertl, they ve finally seen that youire a head case, though /covid have toid them that years ago. Youire being dumped
g b g

Neville swore, pushing
His reply was shor, direct,

000
“What the HELL o him. Net d
‘She looked up, ngly Nevile...”
“Yes, | know he spat.“Malloy told me. o . s from hers, his wand pointed squarely at her chest, and the ook of fear in her eyes did not make him feel
imy's ey s, b d he felt he hard tip of a wand against the side of is head in the soft s ear. Panvai's voice g
ot yoursel, o X 3
Ho started o protest, but the d , allowing being used
gler’s pr his head,
“Nevile, you' We D. You're making stupid choices, you
asa person.” i honesty
the : his head and of. They had
i e fet “ A And tis..." The
upin. .. And these. ‘ 3 el
o Panat ook herhsd, e sachad ot b e e frgers e e e ata time like ths. “These, yes. And the others. We all know that, and we're
grat e, pots on the flor, e smiled faitly as her fingertps outined the muscles of his shouder. *And it not for Hannah either, though Im jealous of what she gets
S
i setital i it Yo they coud
nover. 3 them either, woud you do it7
*Of course!” he answered instany.
o >
“Butweve b= Nevilegan, and s offwi s rand
Yo her tin? Ei chilg?” Nevile startid at ti o' it smile al the time, and she's suddenly started wearing loosor workout clothes toe
moris ater : nd ville?"
fine! You drop out!
Panat sighed. “Youre missing the point entirely. Of course we're ready to die if we have to do it 0 stop them, but them any more.  and i 1o make
TS NOT ABOUT MET" He jumped (o his feet s he shoued, waving : my parents toallofyou, 1o tis schooll fm not going 1o et
1 for Lura,for Kevin, for -
E have.” torbly cal
Imosta plea. -
Nothing on s own, Nevile,” Panvat agreed, setle. i s 1 lars and crazy,
reckless orders, bt e vey o been esing oot Nosvers e 0 . and you were yesterday, and they took Kevn. We' in atnight you
barely wal

his ches, his chin raised. b Andits forthe I -



“Fine, what you do to yourself is your business,” Ginny nodded. °t D-A. pushing and just begging for some serious injury is all of our business. And like Parvati said, the kind of orders
: pretty face, and she stood, : et !

ot ust your soldiers.”

doing (0 you “Allof s. Nel aged You don't sieep. You
g 3
into i, not even Hannah, and she's ried to help you carry t”
s rathers tocamy” Ho shook o e smsl. s end, the fire. . haunted. “K's mine. I o [ 2
d, Ginry, 1ve ried..."His voice broke, and he buried his face in his hands.
Mo g ta ok mo ok oot e, i s G, s ot eacer o 1190 o0 oy 6 what 1 otk thing. Ive a dozen imes. | kniow people are going lo die because Im
going to make some stupid decision, some Stupid order, you don't have 1o tellme that! He looked up, naked. ... warling what
v r d ? y
icha needed to or not” him, stepping over the upe Foralong time,
i eyes,ten, Youknow?"
By enrse o bings. Touig yousafor higs. 3 men. Maybe i t . and you're going to take us all
She lower . Nevile. Get your Tho D.A. will be there fo you after he break.”

“Please; he whispered. Donttake tis from me. st i there are ways | can siop -

L and Panai ting Solut the awl fate of

. itwould Like I said, Nevile, yo
is notall you have.”
" Pan’ We' break, then we'll see. And | for one wan 0 see you back fo
lead the fight” g the soldier :
Ginny nod But ot ke this.”
‘She stepped back from him, drawing herself to her full he\qm T snokors e back ot aonton 2 s e hrwar.-Commander Lo Langbcmm as First Lieutenant the
willbe porty”
back nto i “And 3
had happenod. She had actually He'had kot give a ltle jork, and ho. real rom the mp fingers of his hand to the stone floor, and he made no move to pick it up. Ho couldn't
breathe.
had gutted him witha

Seae stonpld o saysomolan i s e doo e opn nd Novletrow imsedowrcntis bod,t e peerd g s o wrs e vt s o, ot o .
o ity U e y were the ever endured, never i

Twos ovr He ad ala

000
For o et day lacing up o th Easa brok,Nevlo barsly poke 0 amyono ar over had, and

e e SO compeh s Hnsol T were oG e D Fooung, bt e it 1 st i T Ptee of o Hends, st 1 Cotch o oo . 5 Tk o Smin 1 common s n o o W own et
dormitory, wher

ad be . Evenifthe D.A. no longe 3
Tk o e o e o ke e e o .
/ Colin and it her 3 friends. Nevile had
Their eyes had . " but he had been wrong. So teribly, terrbly wrong
ol been before. h out
a . 10 his family.to i i M 3 plants as he couid
Rvioud ol

break he going but he had stict inventory, make sure
sent back to Gran, she woudtfind anything there that woud upset her or give her the wrong idea about what kind of man she had raised. Nevile threw away all the detrtus of broken quils, halfinished essays, sweet wrappers, and emply nk
years, as well and

wizard ldnt have things ke this buried in is trurk somewhere? Aflr a long moments thought he decided that hs relationship with Hannah was certainly more than enough to comfort her about his fondness for witches, and the two magazines.
wre consined o bl of o grawng iscard i
T plcts o s ' rkerwr b opt 3 "wela tho old Remarmbral st blrking estly n a vain o oo s vt years sy, Tt et s Gon, bt o o g b ke o S el

it Forgotien, self and Dear noses - reall, she'd
Rove bt 1o e b e o .
1, . and
rge ey kg st sudenychoked s trost
Ewas a picturo Coin had faken ofthe D.A’s sorior offices. They had meant 0 have q 3
o
bright on the wall befind them, and of the photo, leaning awkwardly a itle
shoudersand o ofr oerEmie’s it o o road:anee L e ot o . hor v e o o P head wilh o spoon G had e ho spor for the proo,and Seaus s e, and Coin il et
and Har osition, and oh,
g then, o  despite the brushes.
Hi  over them one ata ‘They seemed softe, rosier, 3 bright by
her temple yet. nd o
tinylines touched the edges of Ermie’s hazel eyes. And Luna...wel, she was there.
Parof i warted o ety o whip ou s ver and st aviey o  pufof ash and ascorch mark onhe botom o e cedarined urk, it e o', holding itin one hand, 1g that is knees had
begunto ach fom the awkward way he was kneeling over the rurk, taring at it. Had that realy been fi
Ko sacor somehow 1o econtle b o tester <oanget of b oor ekres as bing Hmae The chubby b, bast, b i was oy ecogrzatle 2 Befr, bt .. 45 was 3 o man i s s nd ardened
\nd yet there was 0 gray in is far, visible, not ting. i, not carved. His ' ot srken, o h Gk icles p. not the deep
puple semiirces of weeks. His ps were ule, redder, and there was a dimpe in s cheak wher h grinned. He looked e the kind of man you woud want o folow; war o be fiends wih,not a forred, diven fostsou that you woud folow
Dazedy. e crossed b “Seamus...?”
The “Nevill! is Ghost, i 50
4 bink | have?"
2 momens, lopsided smie. there, and ther
o
.
el e wo'vo been o o e 00, round Nevile' “You've been drivin yourself 100 hard. This s serious business, sure enough, we all Know that, but you've taken on the eriire
hon 50 DA is Moo an anough o any man. Even Ty ony foaly s 0 wory about Yo Know W, himse You ke 1 1 hear svory o you heat abouta Death Eater tack Somawhere down n 6 souh counios
o Poliometeh-
“Buvore' g con doabou vt Nl protestd Yot am

Wrats Bt Nole sked hermicedy.

“There's a hole in your face right between yous nose and your chin, and another two on eithe side of hatthick head. One's for el folk you're close to what's troublin you, he other two are for listenin’ when folk ry to help. You aiit been usin any of
them.”
Neville?”

’My GranHo anawerel iy, raher offended by s st Shes akencarsofme s wes ababy”

ying § has done me, bein’ ve heard
youskanyow T toge :

paren, but  bck o, pol , cozykitchen a

ote ago tsee

s ot you 10t 0 ks cae 1 b on ot o s o bk s i you. Tt iy 1496 Y ot T b 1o st sueg, emining i harsy ofh eason o a ot sk o

“Tharks for the advice. T go

“No you don't” 3 youth. -
 and he knew he woul fight He sighed, resigning hmsel o watf out as Searmus coréued. Vou'e

the best damned commander we could hope for. There's nota oo e i s o ire doin' yoursel, tied takin’, we've
tried beggin' and fve had it”
His cheeks flushed scarlel, he reached inlo the pocket of is fobe 's nose. There's a fool, who is falin all 09 So desperate
bad, r
He gave Seamus a deeply skeptcal look. "How s0?"

¢ h I hance, and . ribes, cans, cities, whatever we can, and Ifancy there's L sure as there's a reason | was driven (o try

‘awizard” inoit.
“She can'” he said firiy. ‘So drop it~
ither coming g himselt, " hio asked finaly.
“What?"
“Isaid, -
Ne. fusing to ook Up. he
o +for them, -

“You make suse they're in the rightlight You water them. Wieed : ks from the trurk, holding thr see They didrit and
he threw them both on the discard pile.
“And ifyou don't?” Seamus pressed.

“They e orthy i *Anold ndit
joined the-
“Hanna’ 3 foryou 3 . though he.
st did notlook up. When Searmus spoke again, it was barely a whisper. ‘Because, male, you'e dyin™

. his friend had aleady tumed but his words i,
000
Ruas afler 3 ind,but he had nd
again as the door 1o the Room of Requirement appeared in font of im.
FReachrg o e nsle.Diiksioned and. b took ol of e kb ac cpened 1 n larger than a 3 allhe needed.
nthe other side.

A if prodding him forward, the door befind  and he now. Shaking, he opened it and stepped through, hearing th faint whispering

The Huffpuf common room had a cozy look 1o it even in the near total darkness. The yellow tapesiries and cheerful pairtings on the walls had a brightness that made up for the lack of windows, puffy, overstuffed couches and armchairs were
er . butforthe most part

breakor

He closed his eyes, ying 1o remember
"Drop your wand.” Emie’s voice was a cold command, and he was sudderly caughtin the bright bue glare of wandight. rstincively his hand tightened on the weapon insiead as the other came up fo sheld s face, but before he could say

anything

“Ineed o talk to Hannah," he replied, How did you

K X E outafer the night. Ortalking to me, quie frarkly”His voice was cold onthe last.
P is hers?"

The Lieutenant was sifent for a whle, then the cury head nodded curty ‘1 get her” then stopped, s g glare. Butif .

Iwonthe romise.then added i corfson “ut I ik g cou g0l e wich's rooms.
“Only that one.” Emie repl

“How, uh...are youmﬂuwgakaw Novillo asked awkwardly

“We'

e fine. We'llbe- 3
Thope ey ke t ot 10 o
“Like itor not, And we are maried, ¢ There was a pause, held almost the g, though
ihe door again, and he emerged she , one hand rubbing rested
er hand brought inst her body. . however, she snapped fully awake, her dark eyes blazing angrily as her
hand dropped. s you"
“Hey, Susan..."he smiled smep\shry maony!
“Don't” size and unarmed as she stabbed her finge chest T
e e bout you ignoring J p o
play the o Her voice had
“Im sovry' \nver meant 1o m.ann was st
. 0 less cold,
' ok, Sue. | ik | Gan take t fom here * Hannah had pulled a her nd nd 2 Bt thark you. o
Ko ot s el e Popuirty doun et i
taking e d anything, Hannah, or i -
“Tpromise. She smid, ut there - i . you want”
hat. tod, casti o her husband and
d, staring athi her. He fumbled, at a loss for words “Im really sory, Hannah. | didtknow —

“Can you not read?” she asked icf
“Ididitlook at the etters uni tonight, uniljust before | came here, honesty” he adnitted.
thatit”

“Why not?
His head sagged. | didn't know you were tying to help.”

that seemed to stop her in her racks.

whywor
PoorNeere Alnays 50 very close, u s some simple ol ow Counterclockuise msead of ockwse. Ton sc00ps of bl eyes instead of & tenth of a sc00p
shugged

atal, o hing youive done for us,

e repeated Snape's words in the same quiet monolone, then

¥ X o hear it fom me or yoursel, or whoever said that nasty, vicious thing you just quoted to me.” Haahtook a step closer to him, reaching out 0 put one.
“Nevile!”
iimsor e stvgged, Yajst .- Nevle x “Rhurt, Hanah fror
has. el ke nothing I thought 1y ished, thought I tal, and T ever been told , . butyou
i . butjust o doit...” head,
m s0 sormy” B pretty face. " .

'nsmbwgdsa\ s 1
doss”she e .
it youve already apologized.”
ey oot o ket o s v 12 i shoukers o s around s neck, and she came forward s s, stacing up o th i of er oes 1 i i, th plng back with sl “Ane | dort st mean a
good snogging to make t up 10 you either”

| wouldnt . you know”

el ? Sho issod b g Novlo vy oaby.
 fingers brushed the hair from his eye tumed to his neck, and he gasped as they began to knead gently but fimly, pressing into the sore, knotied muscles in a way that almost hurt butfoltwonderfull good at the same time. Hi eyes.

Cosod ad b lanet s ead back n mmmamy fightng T ingars Lot b0 o Lot s yo. Lot b o 1 Yo Lt ke cr ot o Lot

me make i ight. Let me give you back to
Hannalv's hands drew back, amihecpensd s oyos. “Don't stop!” he biuted, then blushed, embarassed. ‘| mean.

“Iworit” Her baroy o o his surprise, he flt the tiny, cool bige of the pendant he had given her beneath
Ipromised Nowal :

Neville was not o stepped offthe Hogwarts Express. She was horfied, demanding to know what Snape and the Carrows had been doing o m, bu he had been ready for her
concems, and and he hadin? told her at the time:
how bad DA

Voo ht B 1h it o e b wihes, welting th idow o gy around e wartof Nt s e
prossed The anger vt Doty s o Kon Ao, Arger e rerof e .2 A Youdian't
have to thirk fo be angry.

there, le, pointed fa D.A. fom him, Staf
Table. But now there was 50 much more. Regret, determination, fear, resolve, uncertaint, defiance, pain, grattude, betrayal,love, despair, hope...he feelings jostled against each other i fis heart and mind, canceling each other ou ike vivid

Ho sometting it o g was oing o ke cars of A, e i, it dd st sven 7 Was sh goig 'y 3 conine o b 1 an sk
No.No. 3 ings beter o drag up al e horrors of the past morths and make him fe-ive them to her?
He wouldrit do that eiter.
Nevill sighed. rhe hed Lethim work Jbout grad
row and PP noxt meeing it / he knew it i ighiing
Ho didn't really foel ke anyting at al.
nd it s should i
her handbag. “We're -

“Isee thal” he cut her o, e Hover Cha
shouder.Got yours?"

at her own truk aisle befind her, offthe bus, the last brass hande barely clearing the door before the bus kuched ahead in a scream of brakes and a puffof foul exhaust, leaving them
coughing g Ihate that thing.”
Gran nodded. “Ther dear. Unfortunately, -
Nevile made a began to o, . her own trunk er ik dog
patrs 0 1 e " o
DA, youknow”
Thorka: he ssid faty.

e continued, "hat's up 0 you. family -

“And fm not going 1o, either;
o

“Number ane. ou'e going o est” Nl Gave aow sort of distast a s b sh fossed her head, herchin rusting out stubbom. "ou can sl work ou i you s, but oy alf b, ad oy every other day.Eie says you'e buming

qumiy el prtcuar pont. h nodde and e smied i satfacton. Nurmber o, Yu' g .
i g Yo g, oper bk she axpsined. ime. -
i 8
“Good, nd have a e fun*
“Funn”

“You remermber, Nevile, that thing that we used to have foge e 1o be saying our good-byes and setting
s it s b gong o be ur st crarce o be Tealy o belors we g0 back o die 14 e 1o a e too, bitofa have a picrc just the two of s when we isil Blackpool, go il

butthe larg 3 r the cateh, afraid “Yust..a

date?"



his own face. “Yeah

“Nevile!
He chuckled. . ina it quite put his finger on, as q g to purish him for the S0 badly. What, you think I'm
Polyiced to ook ike: my!e\ﬂ
“Absolutely not” She sickedy t . oang I s moan. | dort k. ven Pbii cous ol somecne who marly Knows you...” He hadrit noticed her hand siip under the loose fods of his open robes unil she pinched him
ety i b yopa ropping e k. B o house, her golden
And he was following, and o had tackled hr, oling g ind writhing and & ind her hair
He twisted,
of is eye, ,ther Ho paused a spit second, 3 .
a smile there that was very much like rolief.
g ind. This, ater al, was war.
000
Nevil the. erd, o it for good,
1. To s
 she had held but privately, she acmitted, /. very bad. The
A was o bi
Hek v ow et o oent of he year woud lave scars. ot . he beganto self, and slowly,he came 1o forgive his fiends for their umvilng belrayal. As the dark
cloud withdre: and though it had be he " ituation, and
Totum15 Hogurts bogan o grow Stongor
Fie day o o ek oy, bey ook v Krght , this tme 1o Blackpool, the Gamps, ‘and where he had
bt he and iltak
hertoa wall the cool,
dark waters of the kish Sea lapping a the piings below.
- 7 time, ugh the air Tknew, | Iwasn't scared, if youl befleve i me. | didnt realize
“Ican see why! r
“Yeah, well ideas.” He shook You'l meet him, though. e, Nice. :
She nodded couirgly." ik here'sone i everyfamiy”
rtvote o s st ina mocking miaton o anod w\lchsd\upvmvmg Scow.“Dori louch, Hanral, /She's a
thy e v made. ik Aryay e i« 3
thing.
o you?" he asked,
“The ones Because yes, that 1mean” “Going like tying to
then laughed.
“Itink hat You Know-Who's got exacty the wrong idea, ealy” Newile mused, taking anoter bite of “Have you ever heard are
“Idon'tknow....” and wiped “Colin’ band on
the wireless. Maybe it just people.”
“Didn'tyou el if? she whspered.
“Feel what?”
“My Galloon! the pier it 3 2 fow seconds,shofshed avkwardyin o back pocket o b
coin. Nevile' back at home, lft beh reminder of what he had lost. b never even occured
theedge,rtanty st
“Corme Dgn: Big P s, P e read s fan ke p, 3 Uk newing Droh im 50 anasly Pt b sivere, Hamatd K s Hary” Newl psd, i ough e s of e st axparded D.A.n s hesd. CP
s either cam-ma Parrson orChisopher P
“Is Parkinson; ¥ -
St v kv e 1o o oy find ou, please! :
“There's Nevil
. nota hundred s st cosed, and ther r
She starled,ookingat him oddy ‘How 6o you knowhat?”
Wh.youks  he confessed.
Hannah giggled. “The big hedge in front of your Auntie's house. That's the one | saw.” She gol o her feet, her own cheeks scarlet. “Okay, then. Let's go...not snog, | mean, but I want to aslong
back”
“Promise," he nodded. P, s thad been
evenalive, ithad to be big. The young one of the D.As more avid members, and she

was defintely not the type (0 pass along rumor:
He closed his eyes, . pug-r onthe spot, and there was the brief, uncomfortable press of Apparition, the bizarre sense of being forced through a nartow, nvsible tube, and then they were
there. Neville binked, 1g there. nsteac,
smallsiting room, iy it but comfortabiy, frather |mp=r:ﬂrm\lyﬁmu
widering.
Koop yor vicos down, Pareys i et room- They aned i e sound of Camelia’s arsh wi d ner \ hands on ber 100k on her face as if she had no idea how she felt
past hour, 9.

Nexle fowned inconcer. ‘But v justApparate in, won't she —
% Cammy, hings. This is suite 6, ight?”
The young Ravenciaw's jaw dropped. “How did you -2
“My grandfather owns the place.” she explained. “Come on.
She e the ree f them o e e cose,and ey barely managed o squeeze I Camelia porting hersell on o of h sheles s Novile, by far h argst o the e, as forced (0 crouch awkwardy, aking a seat onan verdied mop
closed betid o

“Can il him, do you tink? i he stable?”

“Commander L . * He looked He had DA, and
e found

I blunty

“Wel, rumor's just that, rumor And : witch, .

“Siraight from the Dark Lorc's mouh, she assred therm, noding. A ook of great imporiance had come over her now, drig away the prewous uncerait. -Parsys been hanging ou in Knocktum Aly al he ime since we got here” she
explained with  sighty long-sffering exprossion. “She's always hoping she'l hear something about Draco or maybe even, Merin help s, st happen fo un o Him. Shes always been bad, you know, but ever since h got made a al Death

Eate, she’s impossibl.

“Do youwant to be .

Pty Crangor o pal oot il ot Lora”
was a tin.
Db, ey got away. Camelt s, laryraing erioyed o o Shats why Pansy’s insuch a siate. They g0t awy along wih Some otrer pisoer, s we dorf Krow who oy were, and managed o stel Draco o s Aut

she's his veryfop one. Everyone's taking il
‘demanded Nevill. -
Lo

(s a failre, 50 the Dar I -
Hanrah, -
p ' thenbither ip.
“Great job, Parkinson. :
“Juil.* : . and finaly, tisfed nod. ‘I mean;
. watching as Hamnah did the same, T eaty e wamad v “We sssf anying thre”She nocdc, he fa st hand tsed an e tinpeos of

applewood and phoenix, and he took a deep breath. “To the Burrow, then.”

. snug e Windows wer haterd e upended cisions o andickdoacks scaterodan smashod Tho walpper g i,k s, avs

o hung ‘twisted hinge, and
BLOOD o wlg

Noville gasped. home. Hi : e ey o e wand 0 ho ldy

her face pale. . Nevile."

A rd
Losgo e’ Tasald. s et D ark
him, the.

i o plms from broken frames, the gouges and scorches on the floors, the oillamps twisled from their brass brackets, he picked his way through the.
iding X

o o o the gaping hole, . hol
e ooned doun s
He let out a deep sigh ofrelief, uing to Hannah, who was just emerging behind him, that looked like “No Marki” e said, grinning vith relief. “And the spell would have shown us bodies, so that
s aeas eyl ot avey”
wering roiof on Hannah's prety face. 1 dont think 0, Nevill,” she said uitl. 1k they ve been captured.”
He frowned.
She e ou e ok, ar e saw now Pt vers 10 unberson s face, e, spred e ands the. that said M. . y whom he assumed was Bl's new
wife ~ and several possible locations around the edge, inciuding | Traveling, and 3 and hiccup toit and allten hands,

vorspaed S o, b apace et o Mo Pt

Chisas. . g Avay”
1tk e woring fre- she ssid ady oescon. o7 gt ey W Yo Kroue o b ing 0 pt gt an st marun i o s s angry as Camelia said? Why would there be any Death Eaters in Knocktum Aley to be
gossiping? Imean,

R e agroament o re Pt 1o oG s poce o b e o srary Sukmet G, i e GG o armes o
ey ut L, and Ty bave ot it ' il mor o o ieratial po. [ o . o s Gong o ok wihen o e s siart g s sols s he s not a leader at al, Seamus s 100 hot-empered, and Fanae

“Butthey ve had Luna for months, and we've never found her,” Hannah protested.
“We never really looked.” he pointed out. “Tying for a aibreak ust wasn't worth

. in all honesty. But this time's diflrert. We've got fo find out where she’s being held, and we've got to find & way (0 o in and get her out atleast long enough to

“Wel, if that's all it chatup K Weasleys are, open the door for her? Should be back by tea-time, dorit you
hirk?”
He stopped inis tracks, ard. y “Nevilo?!"
ou.Ar Brllan” e issed e again. That s racly what o' gong o do”
“Are you.
Barovtpovs e o Hamﬁh He grabbed her hand, preparing “We 1o Blackpool my bk ind there was a dark edge (o t. “The Runcors are about to
ost YourKnow-Who the Weasleys:
Chapter 16: Behind the Mask
K fyoutouchi
Neville nodded, shi [ . he knew, one of
e el v i ke ach. i v was wean h o vt s o rom R oer o i pomal g, Ty ver o i oone o shokers 3 chos - e Mo i booh bk rs s £ o oo
Harrahcast. She mused. ‘Do you think 3
“No, et 10 he Weasleys Nevlesaidfrml. Besides, you'e suppose o be my ise. Go bown,and your yes, 1. He her neck.
a shame to mess with them.”
She tapped head, and as f she had pe nother tap, and her eyes fa
E suits you,
“lagree,"he . d
1Ko mynoee o prtesed
Sodol " Novillo agroed. "But it tiny, . he tapped
mioo ound

“he st
Sighng, e an e wand o e ine of er . an e fce isored b\zane\y for a moment, wavemj hke memm i bofrs st ageln K akan.on mors of gn vl ran o et hape o e fwdne ngerard oo taprsd.
cheekbones i her ng moment, then smiled. "Yeah, that's more ke it We really do look fke sibings now. You know, fve
Rover saonit befor, bt have kind f o $amo mouth
ged.

1don'treally own anything morbid enough, | don' tink.
A orKrowinors smpsthzers dorL e ke Belix Harvl o v, Beside, bars o one el DeahEaer vy
countered. Aflera robes inviid bive, “Maybe if Pow

mm s dakod? A couloshadssdoeper o
e gond” Nevile e isback as she charged ﬁgh\wq the impuise to try and calch a glance over his shaulder. nstead, he focused his atfertion on the silver mask that sat ominously on the dressing table. & stared back at him like @
A it

Ho shook his head. "No. That way, 3 Bosidos time, and I don' s
er rot.

“Youmean, she said wryy L not?”
“Exacty.

g o s m."How do llook?”
“Not a hing ke yoursel” he smied. I's perfe

Hannah smiled back at him, then paused, he 3
“Hil. o 10t o we'o sl going 10 b mo. and It 100 recognizabl afler llh toubie v caused 1 year. Bt 1o tajeg e sare, hed you up before.” He tumed back (o the miror and
1250604 15 o4 2o with e Thore was h same ook of ol . e e, rtend o oS0 S5 SOOI sear 1o Merely. sk and g, ar whor B trw back s e 3 o sh sl s O 12w
marred hideously with what looked fke the aftermath of a terble bum. With is skin devastated and the dusting of gray at is temples, he no longer looked iha sirt bat's

guess his age (o be easily twice the-
Nevlehad ahays conidred sl anyting but vein,an average-o0king young man on s best daye but e iscovered el e st ave been o doeply.uted s of s ounooks s e regarded e disored resulsofhe
u i O Novl, bt st i, U5 arastcr

o o g for the mask. The He couid sl move his mouth perfocty
ek Gonaai st oo coaty

his hai fs hand. “Okay, he said, and P " H d,looki
honest, Hannal i
v ou Tt you ot o o 1 ey o st Kookt Aley or anuhar e e 14 1 01 1 Gy an r famiy” e sl fmy Now.Tovor”sh s, using o rae s chosen o oo boenis
, more rocenty, is pet toad’s, " boliove we
“Certainly, Grace.” Squeezing intis, and into swirling,
000

Rwas well after dark, but Knocktum Alley was st busting when they Apparated inlo the middle of the narow sireet. A dozen new shops had sprung up 10 tur a brisk trade in fems related o the Dark Ars, and several pubs and café's were.
fouishing in brighty i, noisy pools of activiy. They both hesitatad, as if expecting Someons to point at them and cry out with their o denties, but no ono seemed o pay the new arivals any mind, continuing about thei business with only the

He ¢ en poited owarcs 3 block where most of in the light spiling 1o be clad in robes 1o his own. “That one." he said, indicating the sign that
0 skl Rooks :
her. n, . trying  fying to ignore the disturbing
His his p
the noise,
Ahuge wizard, easilya halfa barred the entranco to the Sl His long, gnaried scar, and when
For there, he nodded, stepping “Who' g
“That woud be my sister” “And . youll regret L She's seeing Marcus Fint, and he's at h partTroll s you are.” d
3 e disustng wsm
o frst hurdle had boen passed with surpising ease, bt he felt 10 senso of large stor the room, the o resembl a sack of
human bones, and above it X
used
A Death Eaters. uahout e . ok o be s oy of v clerice o Nodlo knew oy o coma 1. gt lace. e Lo ot T remaring patons seemed ikenis tnsavrand bo
ected closel circle. ung so closely on
nging e inimidation, and
i 2 Firewhisky.” he snapped. “Neat
Hannah tugged on his sieeve withan ewvess\an ofconcern.Trevor” she wared, ‘maybe s o he besidss o
d at her fiercely, nta drink, : r
‘She winced, and he fougt P ¥he was going ool Killrs, ha was protty sure bout being rude. The barkeep -
in, placed barinfront
of Nevile. “And the witchl be having?” he nquired
nd g nodding s
- e, he said. “An effwhis, if you have it,or sometfing else ight...she’s justa gir”
3 “Ive never -
“Ikoow. Just hoid it and it kay?"
As drink, he tumed. b sunvey the. the opening of the mask. He knew he needed to keep his wits lawlessly about him, 5o he barely alowed the
liqud search or purp
He place. A short barrel-chested Jy beard, fve
Nudging Hannah genty,
T bty Desih Eslrsoad g3 ho s Newlo pproscig, vairo2 hand invitingly “C: Yfiend! K r
“Actualy;” Nevil 3 i
Micter Nem Muh: et “Buthowby t h, 4
 he suppled.
Do toame -._an thought t tlotof us7”
w, laid tonthe table. Aipple of d cries of
, and Muciber's " he exclaimed. " your!"
“Iwas working on the continent when the Dark Lord returned,” Nevill said, ‘s dark sentment. *joined butIhad 2 Blood-
Traitor . and g e 4 menence owars e, omt i s care, Tve just now

gotten back on my feet again proper and retured o Britain”
Muciber swore foul. “Waste'a good pure blood,  whoe famy Ho tumed s head, nieasting a thick gob of pi o the e before capping one hand on Newile's shovider in firm sympathy. “Doncha wory, Trev yaint mished t best ye. Dark
Lord's st ont rise, an there's plenty udbloods and Blood Traitersh st to go ‘round

Iwant a particuiar one.” Nevilleinsisted darkly. “Thought | heard that name over here, i fact. K's why | car a diink, 1 buy you a ver-breeding
bastards.”He pulled o Galons from fis pocket and siapped them oni the tabe 1o prove s e, ani Wiivar's palo bt o eyars idened rsacy. Ho lowed e promise t ingsr anaiangly  mamen en paced s o ove 0 oing
maybe

T eav aryoucked Vo shydidt®
t oo e ool ok it & st ook, Teordea, oo troning avay Godon'a runk.Hes robaly nver oven
pargorie e §
Muciber's right - whom insignia of the gic over the h pegged for a sot, Nero!" quicklytoa
Tao e E
Novls elgred el skopicim o o.-Luios Nty
hat one. But the Dark L y Lucivs, s Missus, snotnosed Kd of theirs. nodded

somaone secing along envid alc downio siza
Eager to re-ck —and 's lap. ) Wandlesh! An' he ket him get 'way!”




A vmodya think wash with him?” Mulciber said enicingl,

WERSHLY" nd fo . thenthe

g

“Stear on iMark Not yer Weashy, b on of ‘. Youngesi o, [ bleve I\n s Madbood g ot o Yeno's it esk,a a Moo boy, and sim thersh, 1o e nodded sl and Nevlle grabbed his wistsvihcompeey sl

excitement,

“Where are

“Dunno. No'un knows.* Muiciber admitied sadly. *S'why Dark Lord's o angry”
. he pressed, i

tortured,

“Got ay

“Got‘way” Muiber repeated. “Al o wfen eyverthoten Tt plece ok o, b oot Yekay ath ot € Dark Lor” He o s alrgeHeck e i e car Tk ' b ey come get il

“EXPELLIARI
Novie's vand suaceny shot rom i pcketbackuards, and he b st el resig beside hi own wand was ‘away, He spun, reaching after i, and his heart plummeted as he saw the familar
duamo.Nero? another Blood-Traitor ta make up for it~
Mudibr ourain ook mddled corksion. Tl you it Arf k2 v anor stdel
“Onnoreaint 3 H i year, and 2 / Abbot, or Pail” He jabbed al tvee wands at them with
ershinieiveloar vortas Poroniol”
d itsef, her
i around hi and ten, werty,
and Nevile knew that i laid as bare as Haah ol atthem,
g
E ] i and g
000
buthe had fanyti
huge and circular, wp from the pitike space i the center Ho had the Death Eater's robes, and he and Hamah were now
chai room. menacingly al dad W on the chest,
the familar Pius Thick
The aceused e oed. -
He tumed to i Neville gasped. linh as he waited, poised, over a long scroll
Foarmont e o Jo and Ministor record now, Minister”

o o . et e o v and rinatyight” said Ticknosse cool “The accused, Novilo Alasior Longootiom and Havah Graco Acbol, being a6 ar o soue 576 by 60 o blore o Wizengamot

] flow "es”
o Homan Per forward Oneof
i e
k . i Woasly s s iorogaiors. P Leo

L D ) Miniser. Cout Scrbe, Perceval pnats Weasley Avs here any priveietmpiiiedia paused, aloving e sence to oot cort v o momens before
Porey leahed owe o bt o copmcanns bonn e exge of e sonches o to send a pioce oty ot o M Tetnotss ook 1 and egan o
read Muiciber. st o iy

m Maglc and to the ghtul and ng kind. Further, Undesirable Number One, and of atempting o incite ot and Wit

Newue look s deep brt, garing o Harvalas i s e il s on e msof o a1y mean Pl v been i evenyir | can o el Har el MK s he igges! shame o e izarding word i et

vy s

and his own. and sons-of-hag: " Her

o e benches

a9 toislef. acaused.
Unbridge go 1 herfeet s madehervey t e aike it st he bonches -oeig iy cownhe sl ol s wy o e foor s th prisoners st he s sced sty toginer I fon of e sauat o bocy. e by wi:
e 108 vas 3 o3k asNevle rmambore, i yesbufing o i a g ik o breatn pink hairbow. She er tongue in reproach. “On, M. Longbotiom, |
Poter”she simpere
She tumed to face the Wizengamot. I had M L s teacher and she ifomned . Ho s o th ot patan uvatkatl sudet ad o, wokbehaved,wokiked boy b o
yearand . and I fear wiled, Huffepuffs, you
lips. But s not your faut s t? Blind, stupid natue.
It tter. . row!

gotten youl Tk tsk." She shook 1 | and beleve

he tumed and began to mince her way back towards her seat, exchanging a sappy smile wilh the Miniser as she passed. “Thank you, Dolores,” he said, then motioned to Percy. “Please note that the defense had no counter-argument (o the
Ondersocoinys mory:

0 shoutback, but e found 7 i nd . siting back in the chair again. He feltsick. It had never beena
Kind of far tia, he knew, He would
“Mr. Carrow?"
“essi”. took a step forward, . he did stead, “Ive been tyin .
“Boen i a calohLongbotom al oy vear
e
A4 yoar ven, g specy it werp fared at him, but the leftthe parchment as and the Death Eator continued. “Point bein that he's beon makir it near impossible.
ol e Dark pe Vandaiism, atomped nef._allmamer o nasty business e o . he pulled o inside
s on el s sayue d i o

Tickress ook of e gascr ok a1 b o1 ahes it opacing o wih & oo S8 o M Wonly T oo g have admit a Weare
g
silence, then tumed  managing to produce a
gesre that exprossed s opiion o e proceeigs it nee for voris: Eiber e Vet i ot o, ora e, h prlnded ot 1 s e sled te parchmert agaln Lets move on qukly now. M Carrow, 1tk we've wel
charges.
booe me “Amycus grinned eagerly, | was at the Shriskin'Skull havin' mysel 2 pint. Ho break, see, i Jos' urwind. So Im catchin up and I hear this voice, and
itsiginatmo out 1t nd” and. 7 allsnipp) r.and thatpuis it to! Know
berwho s o of, and whtdoss ha el v Miister?
“Goon”
*So to make Idisarmed ‘om, used a . an'bound ‘em up neat an' : L :
Very wel. d
umay restme you seat, Mr. Carrow. M. Weasey. . Nevile roled his * He gestured o the bencha
third time. M. Mulciber?”
Er...Ishoud 1, wel...ch, .
- that ight?
Er...yeah, tat : Muh:mer mdded E of course.”
here is there, Minister?”
et Oarescrony Tcocses aaroas i Weasln oous nots ot Voioer b s o Powever itis by h wellas that of the Minister of Magic and other
gone,
's pale b butnot only did
“Witches and Wizards of the Wizer i, and Nl akmost i ol ecogrizs o deop,corfdrt s as bokring 1t same man o fad boen srig al ver i o it blore- | vas I e kg S on e g of
Narch 16 with seversl associalos of mine. We were clscossng e rocent disvessing falre o M. Lucius My o etin Undesirable Nomber One i s cusiody.and v were approached by he accised. biss ABbol, a e me, had
d M. L
“Fimay, Miiter L
“Vonygood, M LoSirang, il 5 oo, Conlwo, M Miibor?
Potter and hi s first tying to rveate
bt
Unmbridge gasped. “Shameful
“hdeed. Undersecriany” Wukber rodded. 1 resed, of ouss, and me that planning to 3 3 have a position of power, and | needed to choose
nd Well, ind you have
and b

uas wel, M. Muciber M Weasley.
. said, o couner-ar

“Teiod o Minstor facod ho assombled Wizengamotwih a banevolan s, gostring down at where Noviko and Harnah sat,quvering i anger. "ou have hard more than enough, ik o siabish tho gultof o accusod beyond al
possible reasonable doubt. Those in favor of acaquital?”

. sesing
“Those Like the shimmer of a " hand: red ihe sea of purple robes, and Nevile closed his eyes in a silent prayer of regret and apology to s Gran, his parents, the D.A. and mos of al to Harry
“Then as Miister of Magic, | do accused guity of the Wizengamot, The sentence for is death. The mannor
attwelve noon.”
000
He had read bt there had & hundred years, and he had ol
painings.Th de athowoud b e sujectof o b e v crosed i mnd
e b been gie instead, the neck fespi

houd g He e o

Yet it wasn't the idea of being beheaded that was the. Morbidly, to him than if they had been plamning to use the Kiling Curse. No. ~roteven . really - but it
the. ask lke. or strokes, but
he

No,
Odd and prepared for past soveral months, Novile had never given a single moment's thought o the idoa of hs last words. ~ had
able to choose. Plarning bea 2 Sheld orte rame Butnow

1 wes gong i bo secued andsudder, ey matered

 irspig. stoescichad an blow, s wondere e shukd kst

Pettap,fhe! e 4 me bekrs ey vers ken o e e woud oo ot he v b, 1t s Sy et o 1, 70 2 1o o o Sver ot 1w h Gkt rve e v geT Bt o o by o

woud say not

Ustaly,  but tis time, | folding his arms under hs head s ife ticked by. o about it He felt
o age, o scream. him,

stead, he allowed his mind and ol Lal His childhood he might

be a Squib, but no one's ffe was perfect, and his grandmother had been kind and atterive, been spoiled. Most of the pr fot g i Ns Tt yoors at Hogars. realy. e had placod on femsalt. Ho

Knew how highiy his father had been regarded, but Gran had never tred to make him be Frank, was being lazy or forg fathe  had never siacked of, never

given anying oss tantis best
omehow,

i ohowo,
s il b and fail, that he

coud dobeter Yt v ren o ad e ko o e e eemmosos mad sy oo 3 v 13008 ks v worder v 1o 0. e rs s 091 55 SoTEPIR o i g o v Lo ooy

something o do with Harry.

v ek Dol e changed tings most cramatcal, Seeing Hany hsiae,sne,siugge fo worts, s up vhen he fed o damonstrate spalls an beh and swesr hat ol h cou do them, ha'd done ther n fr verse

sitations, afeer al.

anideal

And then the Depariment of Mysteries, where he had faced ) being hurt in batte, seeing 3 X single.

hoil.L ol tpossibly, f  be a hero
A , really. whether or ot

he had brave to the whether or pastthe tuas it o

The sound of boot-heels attention, fainty at frst, Neville tying 10 sette itas e could before standing and brushing off s prisoner's robes, ro-

o had b

His pened, and fanked Death Eaters, whom He ignored them,

Minister g ther?

“Privately, of course, . but ki o roulo we' be a ot harder ifthore

“Shackles ight”

St concered e i rodded s ead vt Do ard the cuffs as thick as the ones that had bound Hagrid as
they clamped themseh Nevile' o o i, i Tl i o enpananan o ey 1 D . svirces oo s e ok
Hungarian Horniail”

pe ' M. Longbotiom. | N
Neville shrugged. it makes you feel better"
s prisoner them. They walked  dark halhway, “Sowho's o
be there, anyway?”
ToNs suprie, Kvas Avery o a him. “The Minister, myself and Dolohou t and Dawish — and 50 that's six of us fo two of you, if you're geting any fumy ideas.” He paused a moment, then
Hesloyal”
Nevl hickied o o Inevery iy I usss. Vwers i, ough [0 b Inever et oot n ok sley”
0 answering laugh, and around for e, not waniing 1o by . no matier how
“The guard, he ch de, Pundred
P X Floo He knew from Luna that the quard had been tripied after Harry's
infitation,
, perhaps, but his looked Li t e o
e floor he high ceil st
. low dais stood, and on i, a stone block, the.
Atthe moment, two smal,  and s and i Of course! He had eniraly forgotten. Their wands wouid be chopped in hal first, and then the pieces would be put under the.
Then the door opened again, and Rookwood and on oo Like 1. sh ves o n o blck obs valbred e ek a ol ainos s rge nd e o s weigheddoun hor delcale
wists. 3 a the way,stl twisting sweating n tei gip ying o ik and b despite tei 22 and Shield Charms. The two Dot Eates were ot n any
danger, ed and
eyes wid “Nevile! They re going fo —
“Ikoow”
frhintigeonil OKAY?I NEVILLE, THEYRE GONG TO. T UK HEADS OFF WE NEED THOGEY
Boside him, . Mt Longbotiom? Th a seemy”
ou WratifI—
rd any o one another wouid be a . and there is no

o

escape plan. So real

R oty ot waring Theenoss 1o o vy e reconir v s otward screns o room.rabig Hamap iy and pur eravey o Dol and Rk, Hetad o oo e i avivardy o and ot et o
thar

ol her, but embrace her he did, wrapping hor tighty n his arms. The Minister had warted him (o alk to body
i o eyl Ao . or ot . T ok i e e
ol " toface the
ke the Thankuly. deep brealh, her head held
tal, /s, 2 heay e
Percy was there X occasion Thicknesse
who adjusted his gk i b

first of March, ineteen hundred and rinety—"
“Anywn moves, he dies.” The speed would have imagined. One moment, he had readiness by

2 held 3
*Percy— Novll said, but the rod head gave a torse shake.
“Your vands. Get them. Now” There was something wrong. i was the same voice, but the accent was all wrong, Pe and per to something coarse, deeply foreign, yet oddly familiar

e . Yty o ow!

Questions coud wait. Both prisoners lunged for the d P L . the chains p n  then

The Death Eatrs vere down, bt e execuoner i decided 1 call Pery' bf. The e e came p n 2 s Pt cod e it  man i easil bt e youg clr's efleses were uman. He dodged e bow ke 2 mongoose

Covo: Perey oriod and s s
For s momert P oelod e pockcn o . a7 o e s o e ealy ok mors e e ccert ven ora s houserswore adlytucked forward, o plumbie stalght as they abiays Yad boen, ard thoro was
of his wand, and it

exparded insany o sz

M. Veasley . is in his flat, Ministr Gootnight*A 2 flare of scariet, and Thicknesse fined the others on the fior.
Wro aroyou7” Hanran demanded
“lam geting took iy, nodding “Geton”
There's. r
“Fitcanbe done, can. ot youdie 07" 3
it
- Gonfdont now rat at Jsastte st sbout 0 be dssed b pieces on e bsck of 8 the league of Percy's 3 1 locking his hands tightly around Percy — o, Krums — waist and
fesiing as Hannah did the-
Krum kicked of, and the br ng faster h For a heart-stopping instar, they seemed about o crash o the.
3 \ soaring Krum tuned "Iy, You blast”

ceiling,

“Blast?

“Doors.” The meaning became extremely clear as Nevlle saw that they were flying diecty at the tal, heavy double doors, and he barely got the curse ot in time, the wood st shatiering around them as they hi i, the last of the destruction
i he heard

They were through, shoolting down the hall 5o fast that the spoed made his eyes water, and Harry was out of his mind more completel than Neville had ever guessed if he did this for funt This was suicide, but Krum seemed completely caim,
register

ind Neville's spells bet them as fell into place. Then a i shouider, but Krum seemed to have eyes in the back of is head, and he dodged the
ety We'o beng resed” Tervansard ton
s .
e

b
Ruas obeyor s oyes, bracing

X . missing . accelerated, ducked mm o, o soare
To his uter shock, Kum laughed. i was a than he would ker, but it was a “Sometme: . Krum, once
and I get he Sritch n tis. These are bigger, do you think?”
“Abit” Neuile said, bringing his head forward a the ifs."How -7

“Percy vas at vour trial. He said it vas no oot



Neville snorted. “To say the least!”
“Ho taked to Ludo B forthe Polyico,
“But why uted, “Why isk your ife for us?”

Sovar it oot Ko Codner

s,
Krum nodded. “Then you know "

Neville pointed hs wand at . “Reductol’
“The grate blew apart, and they were thvough, and they were oL, the sleeve of his robes ski ous. wp, up into the biiliant blue of he spring sky, the buidings
bolow. ‘Someone had the it shaft, and for

them.
Ki

< (" he snapped.
Wt Harratuss s olared. b Kimshook e tead
“No, notthe girl The bror - inmid-airto duck nd

“Wrat do we do7” he asked
“oujump. s shoulder for a spitt second, and Nevill saw that the Polyjice was beginning to wear of, fis eyes now dark behind the

Nevile relorted. 3

‘Chapter 17: Loch Cibeirdraoid
g,

“Gran” had
‘came looking for him, and oh, please, e t not be 100 ate already.
0 i X “IT'S NEVILLE! HE'S ALVET
He rushed towards the siting room, nearly running into Gran. Hr faco was pale, and he  her eyes red-fimmed and swoln, tear-racks sill streaking hor choeks. In is eniro ife,
2 “On, Nevile! g
uscared us al o death, boy” k  and
youa been taken before the —
igie.” 3 Justa mistake, he's fne. Nevil where have you been?”
Nevill was b Hor. from break
i old “No, Helen” hushed,
3 “He escaped.”
“Yes, Gran, it was
She siapped him.
Rwas a sharp blow, his cheek burning oy, by e ind up to finger the reddened skin in abject disbelief. When he had beena
smallchid, oot e, e seock i i rook o o 4 e o e 4 & o, e e nce s
throbbed.
1 SHOTS i v . G Hor v WS 1, 618 Wers uroacdabe, SWIRTG W o aotons tan s Gd separate. ° any more, Nevile, and by ‘man when he.
deserves
o

pooy
ok i o, eyes nverleaving Newles ow o now,AGeron ou dort Khow s hall o whats Going o here. 1 vl You 2 ch a5 you eod 1 know ater, bu ight now,Nevieis going o take i ks ard b gore fom this
oo ety

“Youcar . Whatever's Nevile, home”
i b vt vt ot lon o ra s voosbelor. S o souns mpaios or fortidig. ostea, e voio was ool . and as he recognized
's Ips. "Go. oyl nver omenber butas long as you're here, Youre Im
/ but 50 help me, e :
rt of him not quite believing ‘Send the tnnks to i be fiding
there, or near enough thre. | can't ell you more.”
“Do youneed gold?”
“No.Ihave sources.”
L then hesitated, ot grip. Good luck, Commander
“Thark you"" for Butthey didn't goneina
000
 diving He clutched hi ind himselr,
immedately
ring had ariving, o appoar horoand tors among o oy andscap, nowand i il ik inay il olow o shado. Hoookod aound, confsed e was cartai o had

Rl ook .19 orwar. orcing s b 10 paet Tom . Shodrs and i e oty nd projoc S sice Sbov e i, bt W 0 S St S and h pped. T Sometng mado an od il beatng ry. an o fl

Outof tin ar, Erie’s 3 -
He stood - or seemed 1o, as hands and Despite the chil nd the hi
The L Sory. Tains...they're a angled. gehlsan.ed done it before. Bul you~—"
“Im fine, they e just scratches, really. 's a ong story, but ide and never be found...we noed one of those.” He took the heavy cloak Ermie had picked up
“Used ot 5 i s torso varished, i iy “She's g yet Folowme to
the bam. cold
. and Emie laughed. ° me”

it really I 3 .

theyo more wilng o b wsble han around stangers.They o o e fooils of e Hirl " that the Highlands aren' " He shified the.
“Ther it family, | promise.”
Rl v aeecomos o 47 ko i Evees e oo cosay cretto s orcty bt ad by camo 1
over the crest of the hi,he was able 10 see the farm itsef. A broad ¥ i ided Flocks of sheep filr

come to earh, and
e bl e noaded ovards e iw proudLoch oo 1 wvw o 1 % actly moans Lako o ho Shepherd Wiz . you wark o Anglcanize it bu there's no cause (0. And you can see our sheop, 100, They'ro ust ke the

Mugge.
e looked, g sty pl that you had to ook hard to notice that
He nodded s amazing. And s reall...you."

Eme chckid icking hsvay o b ook "My Clan's b 3 Isuppose had
friagede Sumantik ot
“On, she found it d -

Toud crack, the siope and Nevill lunged forward, barely catching her before she would have tumbled down
the il ard, and “Prote—"*
RO e sk ot i o ok e ot o
Nowttshe's ers, Eme, v golo

happenifyou tied 11" He inclined " ,tust, or
mmm Yeareyout g znwwg Intis g but o ighard it
Ee non sotonat Deape Bastor B wo 1oposs Youre .
around Newle, her preoceup them, he. i, but sobs. E
s she...7"
“Are you hurt, ove?” lfing her Hor,
No..m...its..." gain, clinging tigt A in eamest, deep and chok he shook “lean't...don't make me... There
was another | 's.", e i -
Exch 3 s arms. Ustialy, she would have swatted him on the chest, fussed at
d toris nock,

p burden, te two young hilland across the bam. s open, glow of lantem-ight
and the swee! ‘and the door Quickly, leaving a 3
enraned o e 5o -Do youwart e g

head again."No. lease. Mol youater, | st cant T . ;

“Hannah, if you,
“here' nothing o 5iop. K52l ver Now shedid 00K p,a et was anger benid s pan farng i he ey, ou supid boys”she snapped.
“We just - he started to explain, but she shoved .

“Ikoow Nevile nodded, ‘my family got one 00.”

k s But the Ackert the ettor the vilage and rad ught

‘was a Ministry sympattizer. They took him to Azkaban last ight "

“On, Hannah...” He started o move:

“All our things! He left the house open, and | don't know if they were Snatchers or Death Eaters or just nasty awfu thugs and thieves, but everthing was. .and theyd even...is notright” Her words had isen to a wail of pain that came from
.

“You don't ust...even..not someone’s gravel” She curled up tight again, and they wererit a womar's tears, they were  itle gir's anguished howts. “They tore up all the flowers and they wrote all kinds of names and...and...and other s, too
nd EDher

He ran o her, dropping © ifhe coud shield toweep, and he
rocked her siowly back and fort,

s a st of s, and h ooked p o see En neeerg besida tham an e touched on iy e hslanty agans her shoukdler. Harnat” She ave o ndoaton of g eard i, b e ook 2 esp brsth lanog up st
Nevlle before he wont of of us could do anything, y . but here’s another mother over there who's tying 1o bring two ltle pups into the workd, and | thik she would appreciate your dainty hands a lot more than
neso aroat it of mine ifyoud be wiling o rolp 3

g 3 3 , shuddering

undoitall -
Tk s ough 1 e promise."Gome on.e o evering we eed n e, and s raly o hat complcaie. Nt knows whatshe's doig,we st e 1 work ot heKrks. K1 b Hoady and messy and smely ad har, bt f
e up

robes. “Where s she?"
“Over et He moloned hrovards e squrming denn e siaw,and she koe. s Sskdeig face, but her Emie guided her hand to the
il i ok s s skt iy

Seupoorting”sho mumured

tlbe okay, e's going o show me how 1o help you.”
. walching his two e laboring arimal been close fiends since their istyear, Prefects together, but for the firs ime, he found himsefjealous. At the end of the
e onderod i ghen e, e ing
pain better s butitwasnit
Trorovasa panan.mmmmmm/ead rothstigr pa g X 3
falen. ong shurned the spollght,
o ar et o poopl decing e rad et ot e s
be
ars dovr-gar.Her sborness oo b prodded o acton or ot o His ambition, bor g s wilingnoss to sacriice. Ho had once verheard Gran sa hat when Gramps diod.
she lost her other hal
e oy o v rom \Eme nd o Novll'samazemert.Horva's bright laughier filed the s coy e bam She e e bk o e s iy ant i o i dar it all marver ofting besides sveatand plstred in
fendris o her face, but she i o hi g in her ams making snuffing, mewiing noises as she held it out to hm. “Nevile! Look!
We did t”
En s e offer o crade sgairst s oun road hest, 3 e was s same ok of dan oy on s faos s ey i sgalrt e derk i e st o root and ruzze “She was

briliant, wasn't she?” he sai. “Tougher 5

s He's hungry as though she, not
" Hor "I i itNevile, she whispered, ‘sn' it wonderiu?"
He nodded, “eah .
“Allthe bad..” she murmured, y is t? | mean, they can lock people up d i mak their. their power and al their cruety
“They canit stop Victor s ife for us, or thero,” Nevile agreed, or Colis fiond L or
1088 bss avens ey s o Kl i “or rd giving Ihink
Ere g, “To hope and love, and damned if YourKnow-Who can stop us in ither!”
000
- MINISTRY?
b " laddie,” he said gruffl,“but | dinnae see no keepin with the tale ye tod us.
Nevill picked it up, i he saw the ot page. . s hooked blood running down his face from one eye that was
“Hamah. ho rod, thoy got Krum”

Acoring . Yoo i o g b been “detained for amstonin. ter e odd n Dlego Al on b eveig of e 190 estaton e foud e o b oer e npers s, aterpl o gaber
o e e 21, bk Knum e bokenino g clerk, Percy helped them escape,

causing lves pros
e s ot kel aceinin 1o s i had buon i . dange. ok M. LaSvange i . Bepartmirt of agial Law Erorcemert gave s opirion hat Potar peopo tad been <0 vt about whal mgh b e of i
o plok gt wsarang vkt o pert had risked the breakout,
o protct e failes ber ith Potter, but the its readers o b unished m any wey o being s wico ovr st of % mporioss e, and hen of
t of Magic. acts of furher. “They...*
~ * Her voice was and she trailed her fingers. “Ihink more peopl
Emie nodded, aising “ .
“We had lousy seats for the Cup,” Neville said, et it” Ho 10 join Emie’s, and around the table, the rest of the Macrillan family and Hannah al did the same. “To Viklor Krum,” he announced, “and the hope.
the other :
Ahali-dozen voices chorused their agreement, “To Viktor Krum”
They drark, and Hannah smiled softy. ‘Best Seeker n the vorld."
000
the Prophet Nevile atlarge,

il o s luck Walki 1 e restof the
hoiday. P  and woud be allowed to  though he did o
that openlyto
T o r was i ting s b v experinced bofre. Th s e and s Fi g bed ora meal at
the farm without working for it
E the other the mountains. Fiona,
Hannah and bread, table, e fiekls, where the tasks end, no q Wals to mend, 3
ther k again. Births o assis, water o haul, p

Nevil
had done so, but the bythe L etrieve the. Neither sheep nor Demiguise, Emie explained, were the
t roduced, the.
At noon, they would all come infor lunch, and then it was out again, working i there was the house. ere ‘25 well as overseeing the business side of the operation and

injured, had
was taken retumed with a vengeance, and he was pulting away second and third helpings of everything at each meal, sometring he noticed was not at il unusual among the workmen, among whom Ermie’s strapping buld was the e, not the
exception.

Rwas hard, g work, but it had been pushing himself in the Room of Reay tuas slower, steadier, and vgging
effrt, 3
By the ime they were: . The thim from the mior were no fong right and clear had fled in somewhat i
ibs were o longer so s sid Instead of feeling , drained, . he fot ehevglmd o o, eac o 1ok an e Srape, 0 Catrows, nd v
He hearing

of [ isel, Knight Bus for King's Cr

mythinto the Highiand mist

other members of the busting crowd
T o o wiardwas sarped ot ol B o on ms Joees o i ead e hmos oy s rad, o o ok g ey o . Brooking owey b Evie. o, S 16 hclrod s way
quicklythrough the crowd, dropping o his knees at Seamus' side.

‘Do rotspea a7 D0 otk a e o s ove of renisip, oavias Loader, o ot make an noise in myirecton,and f i car o b a e dari,seeou ca kil booy ights” Thefeckied ace was a iy ashen reen

He waved his wsnd msnr\g Muffiato around them, as well as a Shadowing Spell that dimmed the light over where they were siting. The magic was grested with a sigh of profound relief, and Neville dropped his voice o a whisper.

“What happened o you?
At was the tany, ight fighs. Two jus' magic. Kicked out o' eleven
pubs. Don't  p . Dorit know bow many iches, bt o back's ki me and | ot know who Y Sharmants cept v e’ tasgend on e 13 i now e ooke . and 10 vl s
shock, but riess Loader, i have a lovely ime o' it
“Seamus, have 3
e ' bt | * He lowered .
oo ream o - Haryd
o rocens, Cot s message o o h Gl <oyt shs e Sy 1t g5 o h v ot S0 we tried as Death Eatrs and go find her. Captured by Amycus,
Prety b itexplain’

Seamus biked sdowl Thats f, Fimigan, i Garin " e said, youre goin floor o' the genis ina o b o i w1 o Ftos Loocns wait e one 00 pleasd you missd
e Feaross Loador's vay ofeling Youtsthe uk nencs 0 be Fearess Loadar agin, o e 1D A, mesting's g 2 be h, and yfindor L 2
so0nas o decded you's complaly o

’ hands to the side of his head itsel.He resled, and hauing him

i “Come on geting Teryona :
‘Chapter 18: Sufler the Litte Children
i - ofthe DA, There K now “I's not tue.”
Jimmy Peakes looked as ifhe had been punched. “ou are you?”
“No. 1g you the whole truh. | cops. \ that | was going to
colapso or have a , and And they were right”H let the words hang inthe air, watching the looks exchanged, the nervous sfifing in seats, hearing the
never quessed and
folding her arms.

“Yes." he admitted bunly. He drew back his showders, meeting hor eyes with clear, calm focus. “But 1ve done exactly what they wanted me to. Tve taken some e, fve gotten my head together. Coming witin about five minutes of your own
ctualy

“No matter wha,”he contined, -lam going o tay withhe DA | am in his igh (o the end. But beyond that, ' going o leave it up o ail of you Tisi it quys.” e spread his hands in gesiure of opemess, “Most of s are never going o leave.
s March 2907 i one day we' Gimy's 2

my choice. the meeting, you want. Fair?”

“Then Nevile smiled wryly, "I guess Id beter get used to saying ‘yes, sir.”

“Or yos maam.” Sally-Anne called out, and several people laughed.
“Saly. ir too”
t00d, “Um, Yot, or ind out who's in g X
but that's justone vote.”
“Go ahead.” Emie. Parvat.




= ible," Terry nodded,
“Autographs,” he grimed, stepping 1o the front of Ashe

Nevile fek himsef blush.Friz, you icnt have to —*

I don'tknow; itz
“Coding Quis!” Michael preciiy «m vy o msmam “Torry, ‘duce it ou, e v Woaias Harry's old Captain. His team was Bl Spimet, Weasiey, Weasley, Potter, and Johnson. Nore of those are st here, we dorit even have.

Quidich ary moe, <o s a e we did have this year is Weasley, and the Coding Quills were from her brothers, who were on his team and were in the original D A. Which
ety vere dong s vl Try ok s e *Sometimes it school. A hair, a drop of sweat, a
- “—anything.
“The dungeons!” X pi
Michael made a face. ot the best, but we coud,” he considered for a moment,° itwouid be. and buik
Emie, for o
oo the floor

‘Alas." be moaned, :

“Idonftsee why, Jack.
Jack spun, i

Beater, “Well if we ever noed to Polykice Derrefza,” Jack retorted, 1 tol sveryone.
hera o find.
His words were cut off as a scarlet jet of light it him squarely in the face, and Demelza sat back down, smoothing her robes prirly. She looked around, raising one eyebrow in mild inlerest at the number of faces that stared back. "Now then, |

fth, Amnistead, Pendor, Mosby, Jackson - oh, bless me, Lynch — Stuart, Forrest, Jones
Rowen lt ot & ik knockng Arr Chamhels ‘completely out of his chair as she barreled 1o the front of the foom, grabbm e cart A Chichn 1 b chet ke  piceiss el Grnog Jons fouened i, she sad n @ vershi

whisper. , bimey
“Thi e Knm- ‘Yeny youa eeting,

lef, she hawked ol o et v Lovre ly say: and e o Dok 1 oo i o do, and ot
tumed fis attenion back 0 the st of e D.A.

Luna and -
Tentatively. looking around o be attacked, “Ido
Eri tited I don face, Smith. It :
X . getiing " -
inanger.” .

“Ks o joke, ether,Macrian- Histone wias stony

Hamy!
“fm not joining the Death Eaters, Perks!” he snappsa "And It g i A i g Gt pack o ket st o s o big Hary hre hen o, Shw e o it il do ay f i, and sy But otherwie. * Zacharis'

e iy T o ook 2 e oo nt ot < b . e Paronts ro smma you know, and they do talk fo each other. Damn near every kid from fourth year up Gomes home withhard eyes and hard bodies.

iing o talk

“Butdoesntyour father wart ou o oppose YouHow-Who?” Anbory ased
“And Iwillight it il matiers, But year but
Ho umed o Neulo i a bseectng lok. 8 ot abou yur breskour,mat. el Id v crcked ks soone 1 ot Bt dossatr, | roves el beanscaig e o sog. ard ey myalrr e Y o o
enough fo tis. None of us are. This and tossing offthe. Wo's taking death,and dortknow about ol of ot it el

o me. K's permanent. s forever . and iguing Idon'twant o be  ‘whoops, well a
least Ive leamed betr for next ime."™
husband. ong look, and the rest of the DA and
nock, :
had stil concealed gray sweater
- is hlack e ook Vi W e, e e v ko w woek ae Nevie ad last caght a gimpse in the Fusfeput gormon oo, she e groun oteaamy, T S v v o e o ot o ey
layher er voice calm. "

head, dearly tying
o Taisma vt Nl e o d sy, Of course e
Hor

stomach “The g s, Sl we'e g

oremens sl Merar Zachanss oice m sienona i e sy oo Yo do v 1 5 48 506 v by v T n T ot e sk 5 oy 16 o Ghosen O ' 0 oy s wh v 5

icel We's ourly
e oasore: oy e  and it ransformed 7' as ho raised fi the
1 and . clapping over her : p
protruded bloodlessly from each side.
S “lcanmove ve lost my home. I've ost
everything | ever owned. Al the piciures, everyting. | can never go back again o the only worid | really know. managed to gt ‘They took my belef
the end. Honesty, but1dontt
He took hoid of the wan, o
“Coln..." / shaking is head, . -
“No, i answer hi spr N now,
byloyalty. : Nevile, Eme, “fine, pling it
He pulled threw it down. with an | But he's doing ina
bate that doesn't need to happen. Im saving my e for a real war with a 1 50l g ugh”
o Colin. ifyoulive o soo it
And he left.
him speed, grabbing up. His angeiic face cortorted in hate, and . fing hi
v s . Krstino chme mmm air, THERE!" ho yellod, "You' . Smitht s, tNevill's, na 9 . v
“Clary vor
Michael a Tery's han,  chest e
P ind abou bel " Nevile said quiety. ook at Colin, i ‘
tried o tak him out of it That's af
potion el un  we've got it Lavender? You up for going ginger?”
" . 3 . Okay bon. botoms p s,
i o b bt el D it e s, o e i i e Toe s oot o< i, the her brown s el bikar rd pourd fom b
per, freckles across her nose, her ffom purple fo brown, dpegivicion Thenitwas over, and y
5100d before them again.
Lavender gasped, shaking her head, then ran her hands Hor cheeks flushed with from Ginny and her brothers. I guess | owe her an apology.” she mumMused, ‘10 S0cks.
imohed.” "WelL.lot’s have the cards, then.”
Seamus gave them to her, first having (o take a moment 0 pry Jones' and she took closing her eyes. There was a breathless pause, then the cards shimmered, and they allsaw
b p
“Dear the
. AFanof ¥
“Sincarly,Ofver Wook: Keeper Puddmers Uned
*PS. I hear you real team.
P Potter ' oub.”
9. / Fleur Weasley, Alcia Spinnet, Cho Chang, Dean Thomas —*
'Memymesaﬂ»e : ckneed
L oo, Novilo!”
“Notto mentonal he et Losgiar P, vtk mean..” e oo ata ss orwords,ard vl ki
 and fast the bette, the twins, anda -
OMEB ICKI" The doorflew open. P her dark cheek her “Its Eliot”
“Eliot Mitor?
T oo st and ot son. he gaspec. ey vers ok n Sufol o e o W etk o oot 59 decp resth o iehod NVl whste b0 s, ar her was a ahen i o her ki bolow o
ville,
000
Nevil had Room of 3 3 hall Fora for them, that it had of
Garinegonsred nand 4 sl foped v !
o badwas 5 N sckos, Behind him, he could of the D.A. following, be going closets, bathvooms, and a dozen other places
. ool y Shield Char g
- ; her. The D. and i .
Whats e gong o do"Hsr
“Idon'tknow; "Bt g .
e whet I, oty sesah pani
They had reached the ety hall now, and he. s\nwed 10 jog, taking pered specuiation. He siipped
ThelL signaled him over. " upstairs,” he said, 3
He said no exceplions.”
y " Neville r
forone had nd Li Suwas
tumbling over those behind away. s the enlire timmed
h 9 . v and ovon i oo nd pale,
mbling faces.
Prosard fom His mind played widly
v e K ol i o b e o abg, Ever nead et v e o5 Wt . s o b e Iy s 10 50y e e S S o e o STl T
Elfotlooked ike a doll at the far end of the cavernous hal. He was finy for his age, . and Neville covid have touched his fingertips easily over the ouside of te thick
iron cufs that circled his thin wrists. He had been stripped X the stones above black tousers, but even tis far away, he was trembing vsibly.
and he knew, oh,

Snape was roufers o be s, ke Carows wer e, ooking & though Chisa i o o h second e n 129 s, ae Fh lood o 0oso [0 e boy e cou have Kised s rund ek e wrlp caressed in his
and

St ware i g . & basand errtshos of ok s oo v o s o e arons e o i b Pt oyt and wizards vas Spit i he center of ‘o, pared ity
and fa

between the double doors, s1ood Michael Comer. He had always been one of the most handsome boys in the school, but i the past e, . eyes blazing,
fadedoa hatred sl

it keenlyas the
whip-slashes fis b We may not be as Gyfindor as. ty as Hufleput, Siytherin, ) e too much knowledge and a

conscience that s open (o debate.

000
el did ol siep ot hL b was Tl ofwa had appened afler Wy 1 poit of fact 0 it t et ot Gofndor.He i e s e e Hoiss, bt e o & docp sspicon it s oy socts bl
occupied inthe entire caste were emerald.

McGonagal had ms\sted ey algo o i domitres stityat i, but e hadlf h o buing n e e doorsiocke and s i ot 3 vas e later 1o asstre that they had
and by ten o cock, fickering
Plans of around imes, g To ore i Ty was et Ao o child would only be left to hang afterhis beating, but Nevile:
y had just vatched, it and ithad modesty Jacious, but siowly he
came o realize i that couid be fived beyond. He and Emie had fer al,
boys of leven - but he finaly agreed.
most cuious. firstand Had happened back in Seplember. Ther eyes had . they bad first
fowbi nd it ckied
the dozens of
Trey wanted hurt How long it he had needied to use the bathvoom. What bleeding that much fel ke, it had itched. Even the older Gryfindors, feelng fo th firstime like they were
allowed g uol iwas stategy: or
onlyangry? Did and did tht help beaten Emie?
Dawnhad Alofthe 1S over the chairs,
couches, and laps of ider nd a fow o the lder level
the Carrows had 3 as likely to lead to terible and impossibie to foresee consequences. As Coli had said the
fi brought up,  Now, howey
4 though; Parvati argued. plans.”
¥ 3 “He's looki for
*And even i he does? He's already P death, and they ran ou of tring: the st of “La ugged. /s going fo
that”
dontiron. We' He's gotallof ;
km\aqmalmn ihin they' ind more fonitd
'snn ; Coimya .
Lot o' and we -
‘wm
T somy.forgot. Nevermind. . pale blond hair.” 9. g
Panall o O forgoodnesssake Nvil! v 2 formaty sy, anc wo f ko i Y™ s o . and i the peopl wp donithave a pr 1g back, o
else is going to realy, o :
S TG Lavondo modeed e Toigh sk, you ook e real seep, you' ; your rob althe time, and you' some weight back on, which is a reif. | mean, yeah,
da.so o 3
Novil urable to yes. I should really quys. Iwas 50 angry at yous 1 thought youd mo, butl Ireally . el fm ot
gnmg tnlm but I suppose | noeded
v rever e e, Featess Leaer”Searus sod and e as as he moved. fLiin' when we said
g u know
- ; - m 50 lucky”
*Soaro we, Novile “Soarowe”
000
Deep down, he had expected it. H had known it rom the moment h had seen the other wizard standing in the doorway; prevent it Yett was . heartsinking downfor

breakfastand saw that it had actually happened,
Ellot was gone. The chairs that had held him were il there — too low on the wal, their cuffs 100 tiny fo the size of the bloodstain on the loor below — but they were emply. nstead, a few foet o the side of where they hung, Michael Comer was.
i smooth, . i is head h

The Carrows were In teir customary places, but Filch and his whip were absent, and Snape was sitting in the Headmaster's high-backed char as though nothing at all ot of the ordinary had occurred. His black eyes watched like them like the.
bead,

Finaly, eenseat s s, he spoke. “Last ight, one of you decids That attempted
; W

A Sl sl spread actossSrapes soow ac,and 1o waled roud b S ol o slsnd o boson el i s Pead i e U of s v Novle coud see ot Mictae e wer i fctopen ard ey bt it

equal parts hatred and fear. ‘However, Sr o “This is first and foremost a

and rewarded her i Comor 3

o

“Professor Fitwick in partcular shoud be extremely proud of his pupil.” Snape nodded his head lowards the diminiive Charms teacher and head of Ravenciaw House, but was met with a poisonous glare in retum. *His Disilusionment and

Silencing Charms were flawiess, the concept of vaporizing a Sleeping Draught and manipulating the mist to be infiled by the guard was inspied, the Severing Spell used to cut the manacies very defty handled, hs Healing Spels beauifuly
attack. However, school”

Ho gave Michael a low, mocking bow. s60n 0no used for h
grounds. tha -

shake of his head, just conlinued (0 stare at he loathed Headmaster, and Snape shrugged. “Astonishing, nonetheless. And as | said, scholarship is rewarded here. Nothing s0 crude.
He fowards the doors, and revealing the short, stooped figure of an old wizard ng cloak. The prisoner’s eyes motion towards the nd
Starting. immediatel

nd I
s Dumbledore, bu his beard, below his chin, and fhing the eye M |
one. X Witch
He the Hall and “The thin fingers adjusted the.
oncle, nd I peered coely 1 yurge et face. Michaet e ko e of oo i s . e o was Sweatr Py, s 5 prd #at tho s ina crypt. ever having
seen anyone so fightened in s ife
“Our guest” w, a past iy years, but inthe him to retum to Europe, though he is stl not welcome in his home:
county as yet. He help. influences, and has agreed to assist the the montrs. |
vor 1o me

it o s come hor o most o, slbouch ks youwi ko debad foow hat o as ko agre 1 loach som very spcil lssons in Dark A ad Mgl St oday admorow. St ad St f
Belser

“:y e caod i The Boger of Normengara. He nad een a conroversial St a8 e e, bamed o eacig af Dumstang. ke out of vy sty asocialon i Euoge, i fom s papers o an of e setos
pal

and
His the sweriority ugg 10 Ut Migge-oms nd Hakloods et fad made i famous. e ooy book st caled
thom and “trink o =

Y missing al their tips.
“Herr Comer, ; {ogether neaty i
Krum, but there were suble diflerences (00, and though he coud from, he inthe par pe. e lols me.

most wnderiool spels, ja?”
I  and

o pre Pureblood and ze Mudblood Butaiso, pe has invited me to
demonstrate somesing zat s a hobby uff

Botin i, Wichaet hoad wistod 50 srarly rat i ooked as hough ho war g o break is own ok, bt as ho scraped s face aganst 0 wa, oy ona ighchaskane, e maraged o puah e ag awe s oia e i
thirver than Nevile had ever heard it, the panic trembling sharply on the edges of open, unashamed, naked desperation. ‘NO...Oh, PLEASE, no.

o bo @ e, st PLEASE, GRUCIATE ME, KILL ME.ANYTHING. PLEASE

His books, 1 see! He knows forall ffyou
Painis a sscnatng tirg.o? Werycompes Do Gt o exvarpl, wery effect in small amount, but z2n 22 subject 00565 zeirmind, and it o goot. Ozer kinds uff toture make too much damage. Ze subject vl die, and zat is no goot
izt S0 brg

Eeved i biviasa. lone plate. As he lifed it however; long, shining »

Tory stood, d
Then there was only silence.
000
"Li Surapped

“Ican'tanswer i -

ng look. “So help me, | will use a Body-Bind...and that's why | asked Finnigan.His head is in one piece.” Neville had his doubts as to whether his roommate’s head had ever



“Fealess Leader, “decided Tery,and of

Va ite diferent.”
“Wel s not Sectumsempra,”Li frowned. “Or Diffendo, Relashio, or Incisius. fve barely and :
“Beals h " he shuddered, *horid 1o see, truy”
A it Newlo
f Jonniter Nevillo hirmsef, hes, “Why purish g
ar :
k 3 “Imean, -
“No. the curse, the * Anthony's voice ke mostof b Rmarceue,
him deey

“He was pmsmu hocauss e Inrered, Jorny” Coln ooked ovr rom where he had besn S1ing on s 6406 0f o of he abls 1 walch LT ot a epaling Nevil' face, “The e pont o hese public displays st make us feel
heipless,

“Well, L L okay? Scoot round. g ber side.
E it don'tyou?"
Lilooked up sharply, started. "You rofused fwice?”
No, -  aiil Ripped his cheek apart, had thatwas that The * He tapped the thin scar
Foffin, Butthen, there' it
oled her eyes. .
E Puroblood.” Parati face. "He poison. Al ti than others, stength of
ButAlecto :
Leacior pops of neualizin’, he'd ke have,
‘e er i7" then waved “BAM! Other nd Ale [ class. Said he had
e priilege to Tong look, looked back at Alect hat he had been under the impression the

onchorscontotod gt e stuens,and o ot Got Cruiaed,bul_* Jack sgged.
Li gave his face a fral tap with her “Thats it Im afraid -
ot ot 1 b e spomork spocio. Nl it . Ingor They had and bit,as wel as feeling
fom th thick scabs. He tumed to Anthony. How's Terry?”
“Banged up protty bad, Nike. He's nailod a biast through, 50 it o use tying 1o force him, eithor.” The other Ravenciaw shook his head in astonisment, Those.
how lucky he s that :
E . o) b .
e v e v, and e doot appesred. Gos Sroas ovaro ey ok
Il be back for the meei , then opened the door
Tol 2y vindows Svetche ey o e oo 1o e Hoh valie Saling above. h procee ppeats o e S oo sovefoorsbeon e Th Aot vas poied sons,an the bdesses ined th wallswithcomices shaped e
the ftings, such as doorknobs and hooks, beds,

ke his own,
Thaes 3 X Torry was siting at the head of the bed, but the hangings had been closed al tie way up tofis back, and Nevile
s fiend. The. Uh...Ter
Yervy looked up, started, his wand 2 Neville raised both hands, taking a step backwards, but is L o newcomer, and the ange
I
ik gt Zabini many thi ible i his agony, nor the blood sill crusted on his chin from his biten tongue that he had not yet
was hi

“Terry...lmso. be..?”
“He's alve.”

“Canl..7"
Temy nodded, a 3
I it by e iy oo et s ko W shodoor ahers Balerts o4t v, brrowed i o bt 1o oI 1t werk, bk s sy ol s ng faded beyord white to ona

Nevll shivered. *Has he.
s,

“Tliwateh i .
“No. Ideserved it
-

s face, X d . laying 3
eyes. Nevile. Ik todo, .
Besides,” Nevile smiled thiny, l knew too it 2

10 ur fends Mike knew he risks.”
but not that”
Thoow' N I veyre i 1 s o e ot o sk osing ur and just toe their ine,
er. o more graf, o morerecriting o olds We et Wl ok Lo ik bt 1 3 S0k e ke ek o s vt oo Krenes, R 6ol oo dors 5 v oy Tyt o
e qsard domn when we st

“No one." “The other  Ho shrugged. but honesty, il saw Him here.
“Define ‘okay."
per, “MIKEI"
Tery sefzedis . nd the.
desk were ratting. “Oh...Mike, you're awake! I somy, fm o sory...Itied to ill you...'m So.
E but he ook Te Kissing the rgers genty. " ‘s for me. Thank you:
“Icouldn'tlatit o on.Ithought was losing my mind. d
“Don't know. Hurt* Somethi
“Are you..” Tery hesitated. ‘Do you think youl be allight?”
h s reallyjust...tat fm s, sore...and weak as a ight now”
I you thirk youie going {0 the meeting tonigr, Comer, . . but he could
“You...owe me. Caling itin”
“Nevil had tim fo recover!” Tery shook is head fiercaly. I carit et you do thatl”
“Ploaso.” 4 d...up there. | dor/ want...people 1o thnk...of me that way”
. Mike.™ ~ hell 3 have boen just
as scared. And :
He nodded weakly. ‘| swear.
ide, diive away the nd sane and af foot of the bed and opened the heavy brass-banded trunk.
“Does e st have fis uform trousers?”
s p and uniike you, them, 00" He chucked, and there | /s foet. We don't
need any more torture today!
“Tharks.” head. There was o need for the outer robe, and he left
itinthe trurk. : ther o -
“Completely” v and . i nod
“Okay...Terry, ive me a hand. wositw: frowning Mike...”
“Ploase.”
There was a three, then they ifed, bady abused a siting posiion. Terry yarked back, and g, “Damnit,
o
Imaors Quiky o rosumed 3 but i I Youswore....
s fine...rally. Go
Garaty, Sty not moetng one anohers eyos. Nevile ard Tory holped Him o i torm, bon lowercd sohard ppi mild ind his ips had
The door had it s p nd =
v
e he's ota [l
 eyes cosed, tying
rapier:
Neville gave a K N
A shameles e, feat. Dic . fokding them over the end of the bed, then braced himsf, hand
tme, ple

N a0 oing o v s s St Vnare, e it o i i ams in gl movererd et v mor lad and gnte i Newlewoud tave gt pssil e bt Mehae s an o alrard s ftoen
unds heavier than Terry himsell. Yt there was and thol carefuly, wand s poised 0 actif . the other young man showed no
more sirain than if he were carrying a child often.

“Here! Sot him down..Mike. .are you ckay?
There was no answer Michael had passed ou flom the shock and the effort, but oy rwore o thick, the hair back eyes "Ho'lbe allight” Ho ocked up.

s dark thatIdidn'. that he's stl..” and he kel

“Nexttime irary Lilles” Seamus’ “hexme in the face, willyou, Feariess Leader

T mako poreonaly suto o Nl was o a3 ot Tah suidon appoared at 10 00lirg. 3 moon 30 swit and et ey appears o have Apparatod an ass, ho Raverciaws omod a sold wall aroud th o wharo

Yrecood o, lrang e 5 shap o1 dowig,Shosy s ear a1 Novle 2spec. reogriang e Paorus beor i v bgan o spesk wih Gt failar bcue lones, 1 i tat s message inds you s at er,
Gommander

The bear tossed her shagay head, tuming the crowd, “The
“Are you—* . then stopped himsel;, trespond. ‘ahead of him.
B ¥ ey Davisn, he b Spelwork again, but | am uharmed and exercising my own resources to hide. Your
ful at times like these. after you next. o Sans 5 ettt e sou o ot Honds o sk i i
v suff. Goodluk,Commarcer
boar i Then a voice, weak and raw, came from the low couch, “Nevile. .
d “es?'

Ui -Srape, Ty b Tecondenng. You fiondsp:
Chapter 19: Run to Ground

. but Snape and 3 been set the DAS Michaels "
1o have luled the Death Eaters into the belief that his Gran's attempted abduction — which Alecto had sneeringly nformed hi of the next day, though she implied that the-effort o send Gran to Azkaban had been far more successful than her

Then, . he and hallway, o
1 sighed, roling s °

s

“No?”Seamus was aghast
o repeated Goye,mars ooty s e

s wand, “Of course, o
lalenl is it Gregory darin'?"

onaiang oo Goyl. s ot rowFriganiak - Newle o sonturly .
Wolwp do Crabbe rard,an blor Nowlo knew wat fad it i ho vas down Ho P boan r0ady (0 bloc 15, . oven an atacfom i par srg o two tags 5. isacion, b o fad ol aricipated simpy being
e nd o
! Shoued spel, ) ot Cras scteamen. N forced el o i s, il
ity unseacy,and Seamus was dueing boh Syer
7 Smodoang, bt ey P fakon o i Dark Ars essons btir tan i rave and : up, e young
Grfindor o
9
the
e heawy mist,  called for help, but before:
harder than he
The door of P flash of siver. Rwas a bul, lowering I of
o room ko b figures, and Novile 2 Gome totheir ac. To is shock, it was Professor Fiwick,the diminuive toacher barreing across
“Ron, Nevile" them,and
Nevlle shook i e weeing o e sice @ b vand he
fm ot going
ot o Soar a soomod Ginnys, and ho s fom the Doatn Eator
et oo i o ik was Frowt spell 5561 s el P evr 300 Ty Te et k4w oy e 5 ekl e 1 o o s 0 Yoo e £ s eTmSahos. T o oo oot o
“Sorry we'e late, Professort L . and he g around the comer where Panat and heels. Al tree had their wands drawn and
their robes of, por
ofa curse. “Tine Ardballar
aiiding 9. e . but Fitwck tumed fo Nevi,Jabbing is wand towards where the circe of fre dvided then rom
“Runl Now!
r "L canitjust—*
‘e cors f cussches, and myermoy i e pecl 900, yun an-.row 1, GOIFickre s wand, and Nl ol shocing e g i as e vas out e
missly o sinnd s

Ho s shouder, The squat, e wpected,
but if he could get a ciear shot,it woukdn't mater, because there was no possibily of tuming and aiming without being caught. He veered around suits of armor and statues, sacrficing speed for an erraic course, drawing on the maps and
d tooffer

Once, y now, on his ind around comers, but i his
they propelled him on, and flagging badly. The sighty. ingasps, . and Novill took His chr e coree e e

Even afteral the trairing, he reached the top. But there was no pause. He could not hear Amycus behind him any

Was there another way? A shortout? that he had ustleft  and it afford to lead him to their hideout. I Amycus or any of the others found him before he

oy else.

Lt there it was. The portai cooking shery. The, the door Once, tuice, throe.

tmes hesprind pas o shocs s o o oo s v wheclon, ey o T nose o o

o coor q As he tumed o

a roarof door. It shimmered and varished, pounding

and he was safe.

o

They were going to starve him outor drive him mad.

The Room  wood-paneled , b i

even a hook to hang hs robes and clock the nex night, ind someth

foeat

He had A . p of his wand, butf generate food, he did not know them, and he cursed himself for not having achieved N.EW.T.levels in Transfiguration.

buthe had

Nevile had and the entire D. Was he Was' 1g caplured? Was he their

last hope? falen,

He paced agiaton, g Several times, he had tried (0 call he house-elves to bring him something, but either Dobby's absence had

. or more ke, o reach him. Desperatel, he had even

y butshe did

othe kitchons. 3 No, K himorhe
gave up and came ot again, but what wouid he find if he did that? Could he dare? Certainy not ths soon. Maybe i a few more days, i there was no word, but in a few more days, it he stil had not found food, s sirength would be ebbing, his
reflexes sloved.

Evenyti and
i . Rwasnitright
His head dropped forward into his hands, and he sighed deeply. There was no wge for tears. There was just really,
eat.
There ) of water, and Novile h gt afier for He looked around, and for nt,
diflrert. Then he saw it
there was a paint o
frame was simple, gided wood, and inside,  back lo the beginning of the century. She had a sweel. innocent look about her, wih long blonde har in sausage

e v e shndder ko oy s oy Sl dost e, o Lur's vhensr0 s e s ot At ety ks W Hon's par o ol bSnce o o, 16 was ot o kencte 245 Mgl
photograph,then rayasmwmamm and she smiled vag
“Hello," Nevile said catiously your"
The g/t i net anewer, bu she condmed 1 stare a i, e her hand foated o her mouth s I by aceders, e she rlsed her yebrows questningly Nevile pressec forward, Aghting the e f 56l the rame In eagemess as he rodded.
s Yes! Hurgry [ very by Do you krow where |canget od”

starto her, her face in her ams like a toddier,

destroyed her strung,
T som n a1 sy spaskg caetly a6 pharitisd partcularty hysterical Fainting Fichus,

He smiled.
m not mad at you pretty. | just haven't had anything to eat in a couple days, and | got excited.  made me dub. | bet you feel kind of upset
fiond?”

Gradualy, 3 him wariy s “See? |don
o . and These?" He pointed 1o the scars, and she nodded gingerl. | gotthem because | was with two of my fiends —
hurtus. | stopped ther :
X rom scratch. Nevile “Love,
3 X paricular. ho sawthat
P rden, a siting room, or: the subject, the gil had dark, lead away

o forever.

oy for this choice, Wait..*
His voice cut offin a gasp of shock. Instead of buting against the canvas, s hand had passed through as f i didn't even exist, and he felt the cool dampness of the tumel air beyond. As If she had heard him, the gil paused and tumed back,
.

O, Merlin, 1 hope Im doing the right thing.
Neville ook

Behind the painting, asetof Far . with smooth, "l
by roofs or stones.
inside her nd frail-minded mamer. No moved, she was never. nd
He shivered, folowing the a be crossing far beyor
y now. sed his i
rmaw ey reached a second sl of ione siair trat veri p o a e oo, it h it waled v o ooy, and than i e deor which, as Nevil ooked at i, he now saw 0 be he canvas and wood:slated back ofa socond fame.
eyond.

Tt o /oam‘ nd nd an old
d lines and figures. His hair and beard viere vre- i swaight, nose. Atthe

faint creak of he looked up,

“Ariana?” X “What have you...helo, there!”

nd abrupt - E



ki ‘I i go. h 3

“Well and good, but you didn't answer either one of my questions, boy.” The blue eyes narrowed suspiciously as they ook in his appearance more thoroughiy. “Why...youre a Hogwarts Kid, aren't you? What in the name of Cleopatra's asp.
happened to your face?

Stared,

He had and both sides of is face, and he had a strong
despite L uh..." he hesitated, Stranger was on or what was safe (0 say. I had i a spell you'k couple

times.”

“Hmmph.” then gestured room. t inmy pub, to check and
00 ifyour mother writes itin your shirt coar?”

vender' ‘Robert Brown, si.fm Gryffindor...but...your
oot e Yo ey e Yo wasrng Ot oweeor a1 bocacne you ik o8 o o g w3 oo - v 5 e 0 o o 1 of b stng room. ‘My pub. The Hogshead. And ifyou dorit

b he admitied. I her picture, | could
“People who rapped you nhat oom wou be th same peopls who e b e-amange you head,no woud they? And they wouldn' happen to be a pair of e uglest ol who e viore he Dark Mark, st maybe?” Ho raise i bushy
s, it e In Butifthis s @ pub, sir...” He ished in i pocket, puling out a small handul of Sickles and Knuts, o leaving tho charmed Gallon cden safol. Td ik to by some
food, pe fancy. .

Nodding wit crossed to the door. “You stay here, \nd keep your coirs, Brown I from one s old
Sdors whata osen secamae rossed hoss o

“our broter!” “Thenyoure
“Aberforth Dumblecor,  rather to be related Go ahead and womjing

ot ot ot vy Loos ot R anouh o poss ot -
“Im of age.” Newille corfirmed, and Aberforth gave a dry chucke.
el n

Mister Brown,
“Tharks, Ab
Aberforth fof, and within a fow minudes, camying a p ind some cold chicken, a flagon of pang the table, and

“Wateh it here, Nevil -
k. d intwo " he binki “Waita sec, g
“Nevile Longbotiom. That's the same's your mother cals you, am | ight?
“Buthow did you— 7
“Gota * The gray head door "Says Im not suppos Novill L Iwas getting the fo0d, and myself‘Ab, ifyou took about
‘Butyo.7Nevllo otned ovards o mead.

because Igive a bout res. Never have.” He reached pipe, clenching he ititwith a tap of hs wand. Sweet, fragrant smoke beganto
d tuying Newile as he ate. g
Mmm-hmm,
E r had didhe?" “Typical”

Nevle rourec, feing hinsel row deersive onfis o Headnasie s befal. He sualoved, the chicken. i anything! We formed
Koo oo oys videned i sudon ealzaton. e & Gidows undemris! Thats ight. you ot i t gt ere , didn't yout u. ¥ ot icelyin

Galoors ormy hop wihmport
He nodded. “eah,
This pronouncement was met ith  low, umoriess chuckle. “Oh,are you?”

“Congrshistons” Aberor ephed sarcasfcaly “ve mace enough scookoy misliel fat some ovme fodt waards on G st wa you dsad” Ho wagged on o frger o 1 youngr Wit s, 1t ot sang 5o much. by

’ g o o o y '
' geting st .
R deep drag of e h peom?”
“Actualy, no.” “They re ours, and honesty, o ne-on-ore, We're
d " o, Risking our ives or not it todo, g i g, «
g 1gs, then s a bt harder to ; not in deeper. | mean —* “sure planned with Harry but we
" . bt biiant
. “The barkeep and a smal, I stem of the long pipe. “Wel, aren't
you something.”
M . “Certainy, Trev, but e  shallwe?"
“Lefs not” , then noddod bread,
mintes.”
wally, i
ur bt doyou AL
p i that” Thore was a flat,
“Okay, lwon'tpush.
it ‘hme iy then. Letinga body ik for themselves....”He shook his head in mock astonishment. :
then the smile widened sightl “Tve decided | ke you, boy. You' h o take thing Ive heard about you hias
3 i  and \ﬁgum its e, nrymlfacewuu\d be a ot less heaviy decorated.”
Nevill was hi ehicken. i or
p Llikely”
He nodded gratefully "l probably be back tomorrow,then, Ab. Thanks!”
| iy, , and | tink that was
: ther o i shouder.
atmy own doorstep.”
“Ab,if you're willng - be hesitated, and re i
help Icoud have ever warted.”
“Loflovers and a door”. L “Great Leaders' wanted, we'd al bo a lot betier off.~
000
he found it changed. o the \ and from the ceiling, one of them
occupied, b K athis feel
Atthe sound of | 3  wand raised, and Jack Si “Nevite!”
“Jack Ho dropped “Ithought you'd all been -

“Damn close, mate. -
“Secret passage. Went fo food. But you're hurt” Neville scowled inwory at the njury.“Jack...”
s nothing. Justa nick, like mad. Realy, Fm fi

. hammock. S
. and h o looked inside. finot or the nd 1, he never would shared a room
d at the beginning of the year. His face. e hugely, . his ips
deeply sl “What...?" ,imp ‘chest. " g
“Notreally; Jack said. "K' the decoo. . though, Id bet 5 here.”
Jack ficked his wand, “They were of
the hal, because made sue i + own Undesirable #1' Soyesterday, we got
Educational Decree HCan'tBloody-Wel-Keep-Track.”
using his wand : face and hair
“Actualy oned, or prosecuted. problems, going
* Jack' *Panvat and now, and Ermie and . but
*Sa they tred 1o bring him in?” Nevill motioned towards the hammock.
“Provoking Finigan's not the hardest thing in the work.” Jack acknowiedged. * from Herbology. 1, but the next thing 1 knew, they were flat-out dueling right there on the grounds! Not the.
g yoe,
“More than are good for him most of the me."
‘Definelis e, Wel ey vere ong o retyimpresivel andhensh st siops ad g, and it ke serse o second, utthen ik we o ez oo e samo e et e backed i rer e Wiroming
Wilow.
Jack blushed, foet Tma ot surounded And but. flow
I callanyone. * He hesitated, et
hope Iwas fast erough-
5 and he's aive, Jack. .
“Fs notike | gave ta ot of mnugm e smgged,ermbarassed “Imean,
 and 3 2 i
st frther, black badger banner a. aughi breath. |
guess...that mears. ..we'r@ welcome.
000
Seamus’ L but i nd andtre or
o Kk howed s e o, an byl e, e e and broz sage of Ravencia 1 ourded okl colecton ofbarners 33 Both Michaol and Tory noxt day, and Ryan Vance and
A, was fiving
oamson o he oo ded " rges as it became more and Hideout. they coud eat. Chess sets,
i itoutside the confines yhad
gt ks o oson o ht wdon ot e o o, Bt At coor whr 25 ) oSy M e I o e pemers e, oo . oo e Soe,Doos. petered st wey o 2 s
Food was o longer a probem, rarks o Aborior ot extend nq three meals a day to over a for three months, Errie's
woud i
erlorced retreat p e had ever had. They hiad found a way around the.
o T oo ane e Roon q d taking the:
3 to duels for fun,
U tehes, L had . means. They had been framed. P but
“They were not, however, 5. materoffct ove an Neadertia cavs wers e rcest irge by ey 1 ay bt 1. To el shock o men o
fined i Parvat while Lavender, her
bedd
rious f panc, Panvat had prevailed, howe
showers.
door with Wayne and Derek with is shit st clinging to him wetly.
He and by Hannah, Sall-Amne, and Morag had lothiminto
the Carrows, q P
e beter p
X room, o be done. Terry, ¥
f something happened o Colin,or if ono of their own was fumed, the room woud no longer admit anyone who was tying 1o help the Carmows or Snape. The door would safo,
abily to specifically direct it No noises coud be heard from outside, no matter what spell was used. The walls were rendered immune to Portable Portals, Blasting Charms, y of seeing or geting
T i slot i ammocks s Fom a i st bkory ot hd appered roun e poerodgeof e oo, s scond e alewing her, vy, el providng  separl, crtaned oom wit & roerbed bich
il very
the twentyfith, Li Su joined them as the ast of the older D.A, and they began o sette in properly. Everyone o going o be. for the next two months, and the room seemed to know tis
Thge ook o3 raser sevae ofpormaneree, and oy s Sl ke contained duplicates. . even it things like razors, toothbrushes, and combs that they had been using magic o make do

without
vt n o mostof s ek of pouar songs Wi o st e days, i 1 1wl sveral s sl 3 s cer, get e i ooty over e 3 e of 1 gular s s st roslegged on e oo n e
become Most of Carrows - he. -

unsualy,
“Seventoen s the. stanoﬁ!a"
The beginning of ¢
Vot horo v vt roacy ol
Ready (o give it all awey.
Whats tho use of a thousand yoars,
Ithe sun wil never ise?
Wee ready to ake on al of
o566 hope shiing n a nowlio’s eyes.
Hamrah d she tumed, -  she whispered. “Two months.”
“Iknow he nodded. ‘I strange 1o justsit here and viait ke tis.”
" she asked. "Colin, nd we lt t go7"
hand along her ba nge run,that would
pushit I stand of it 1do.”
a momen,

“For we are Dumbledore’s Arm
Nosingbuchicon oo gmwv uptoofast,

umbledore!
Tis it s vt i o s
b

“He's ight,you know.”

“Hmm?” 3
Nevile, Juy,and be's no more a you or | Neither are any of s, really” Hannat's eyes opened, and
Tve stopped s the time. foryou”
“The DC." X :
“Nowth * he chuckled. You know, ] . tough. :

‘where he had cartied ‘outhe tried
sheet was his most treasured possession. R wast very long, loss than ha a page, but t cortained ono porion that had brought him noarly to tears, and that ho had read o many times that he coud close his eyes and soo every swirlof ink
perfocty.

It was not easy to fose your father 50 young, but | am ready o lose you even younger, because you have already accomplished so much more, and | am as proud of you as | ever was of him. Fight hard, Commander. You have no one’s

g i sl
He blushed, look i org
“Hey, there, Sever
Yodatochaarsbaion pats Sendingyou shampoo,
Gt the halnays, grovs,
Buthowoouldweexpecyou o se  pastyour ose?”
Nevi laughed. . he feta Erie buthe look . and e didr 1o fnd words,
Twantyou': +..come on!
Hannahstood, exch on e,
“Twins?!" Ho seomed alarmed, . o, no...not twins. Al ea fave: Enl i s .y wored founrsasg s
0 e w5 Gt She e Compieiy e o ot a1 5 54 Gy et had rver a1, ik on e SpocToay So 1t v, St Somei 100 ol vk o frare. someens o 1
hink. {woud certainly need 0 be -
“Emie. ook Take & breath. Not i g he's not
male? 3
“She moved.”

“What?” Nevil frowned in absolute confusion. | don't
“Oh, that's so exciting!" Hannah clapped her hands and broke into @ ite sprint up to the Macillan's room. He stil had no idea what was going on — there was no reason, as far as he knew, why Susan moving should be anylhing of nofe, and she.
g hoping

bed, o r knees, making noises as she touched e friend's belly, but Newile.

looked down athis feat awkviardly

Atfirst, the impending baby had been no big deal. He offered congratuiations, took care of the tactcal issues, and listened indugently as Ernie went on about being  father the same way as when he was talking about Quidditch or Clans o
Since they had moved ino the room fultime. however, she had dropped all pretense of hiding. It had become Impossible o ignore, not just because she was Staring to grow at

Cocly Macmilan g aken on & powerd symbesam o arge mmbor o o fighting forin the end, the memories, and she was.
oneof hls, e at was being crsald dight nfon fthem e st o the very wors of . Eie s o onger e oy one who ot e o e by and he coupl vers being e wih o marmer of randmade gits. Everone

i1 30 Nl sl ot modcon 1 aproed it i woks oAb b vy Som Al 2 e, 2 o ook ahr pr nhr ot e 1o kowp ey Tors e Lo ch o o woukdslow tvas ,m too strange. Mothers

re old. Evenin the pictures from his own babyhood, his mother was in her early twenties. Susan was only a morih older than he was, Ermie less than a year. to accept them as because they hadn

tchanged.

Eme st it esly amazirgly iy oke abou e b wiard o th trse shesp. Susan s Wed ko il wih o Pall tins & brld esch othr's tair wih fbons and e paer fovers. They isiend b Reductl, The

Unlrgvabios,ard Pasing o Mogeles,ad ey sl snogged cach ter s f ey vare daig. Thy b makaed ad daenad as i veryons ol over tho s of o yeat bt he st coudrt imagine Susan oderg seore

sternly o cat their for

Novilo was siarled ou of s hesiation as Eie grabbed fishand. ‘Here ho oy i s v, Uit Fyou a0 8 . you can feel it00...it . rotest, Ermie had laid his hand against
hor skin, or p o o by was Harder o had magino s f o rly had

-

s that
day. She's a busy e gir, sn't she?”

“But..” he protested, "l mean, Susan, are you sure?”

She laughed. I Lisgota. d s .
Hannah asked bemused head at him.

“No." o corfessed. o be honest, fve. nd, woll..."
“Ouvers i ofeisan by o pacle” she fred et
S akeaya : nd. ‘She's g ngers, loes, e whole ot 3 * he indicated the width of his pal, “—so there's a fair 's read

il You, you know. 3 3 make
her kick and wiggle back.
“How do youknow al tis?” Nevile asked.

i nd * He shrugged. noe gits, 100, S0 .
haking hs head. there's -
“There's beena Nevill, whether o, iy, And Im ot oaving g fght. T leftwith E I
Ermie and :
bya 3 05 o boyos e ook o e e focon y of them. And there that he had never

soen before a ey
e looked sgan o Ns e pacac ooy 6mien Sotar s S 5 e met e young wzard's gaze. "We's oing o win i, Erie. Tomorro, e it doubing o going st s setig ou e cisl

manger it have o ke it low o e younger s anymors, Lot ake be ready for..because if on, | want her to meet the father that's
Do eing et howmuch e o

Chapter 20 The Boy Who Lived



o o e T b e e e e o e e e e o

whinged ar the year| for they
ot o a ey oo e

At severtaen and eighisen, their bodies had the sirengh of adul and it showed to Ermie and Morag

and absiaces  nobing else Anrony poned ou at e end of it gasping and drenched in sweat bt Grteing ithpide, Doy weud Gonaily be 8l 1 Ut 9 Death Ealrs, st of whom wes 1 el oies and rns of vhom ad P

L Nierae oo Padre that aftemoon, and Seamus had for
e him
fogeitife suves
9 et B o hardor sorof o Wt i bcome popda i s devloie e sl for 1 Nl Luss angy and pounci ard s ar e, e s somalirg o er sl s Kl re e and
really
o e
familiar voice broke in, " gotit.Fred! W' Tmsure of it
“Code od youidiol! iR
; H 1o trace one tis strong, and | don' tink "Lee
twins’
Trere was a pause, another burst of the DA as as they couid. Plates and goblets were abandoned, some paople climbing siaight up and over the tabl itsel
o apped o pof e cobet i S’
“The next words boomed throt volume sides of their heads, ming it down. it
by buletin Harry "
it was, Rapir y Who Lived and his e d lo break ¥es, you heard me, witches and wizards
o Y
“Or objects!”
“Could be, Rascal, n s and the gobli b 1
swear on my wand, the carly hour, peopl of the bank and take off, and the Obliviators are going 1o have their hands full with the number of Muggles Wha've beon ringing their
Hary, listeners, Harry Poter S0 don'tlose faithl Whatever
Eater sieep beterat—"
“FRED, GEORGE...RUN! Theyre - The rast of L . rapid cracks . a sharp bang, and static fled tho air once more.
Nevill  tuming it of it as the and silence before ‘Shouts and one another was forced h

waving his hancs s he yeled, “QUET"
et ebaded e ported o e darats S, e, i i e e ookt e Coe i e

g P his own before he.
began -So, :
hand as he nodded. “The He's r
 Nevill added. o 3
“The last ime you said trat, Feariess Leader.”  mouth, what mad
s nota mad idea,” Nevile said defensively, i's ustlogic. Tery Im sure you'l agree. $ . and { He might be.
able o kil YourKnow-Who, g And that's "
Yiouso ar” Tery agreed o o Hogwarts?”
Featss Loader head, foling i
’Whym(" Eri helongd, e’ making good scigh arsa o
“Because bl Which means Harry' YourKnow-Wh

nxswemgn ‘o have done all e o e st

3 Its... he hesitated, frowning as he tred to explain,*...| mean, it makes plenty of ogical sense, but t's more than that. Callit
gttt fyouil i Fve erdy ver heen o aue of anying.

Ermie looked at him curiously. s there any Seer n your line, Neville?”
“Notas far as | know" he admitied, .

precognitior ' it
You nead See bood 0 predit specfca. Gompar 1o an salanche” h ofred. 1 woukd take somltingresly amazig o recict where s snowlks Woukd wind Up of Wl instnt  woukd happen. b 3 s0on ss you hve a ey
snowall and a steep hll,you can krow there’ 5
O myguts el side of the hil
“What's wrong with being prepared?” Nevile retorted

¥ back this week or
“Fair enough.”Erie said, "Actuall | tirk Nevill, back i e b n "
b - &

“Wel, except for the news,” Terry intrjected.
“The news?" Nevile raised one eyebrow questoningly.
' ' - e door, K ground. They need to know, both for morale’s sake, and because they/re a

“Okay, " Emmic asked,
“Can'. Too much information, and its just o0 unbelievable.” Tery shook his head. “We send a message like that, they I tink we've been geting a lot more than just the occasional drink from the Hogshead. Realy, Emie, what would you i if

nihato,” vas the thins:
*And we can't cast a Paironus through our own secity” Neville mused.

Tratsirenet Nevl bured

youte ot prove someti Seamis¢ad bomused

Porsonally,Id be very happy oo sator 0 port otk bock o w2 ook st s wienves ol vt s ook b U 0 b one of
oo forhis
The swllen face hshed frough he bres.
‘neer said hat Tery amended k) ‘vou Tt  epuaion for shoog ffa i, and s s crocibi a i, popl might 1k you vers s ing 0 proveke th Garows, Lok me i o e and el you'd rveravn cosidr
exaggerating something
Trartwas 2 lon e, hon e anéy hond o roucianty and ho srugged. ‘Gotmo hero, you do, 3
’  and

" Neville said, For i .
“Stoid * he chuckled. :
o \ Tery, We're taking precautions.
’Why e Searus o o o i ko

Jo. No offenss and there’s a ot of poteniial

Tey.” i
“Fair enough. Terry nodded. ‘But i, WPadmaT
“Shersa it i s 3 noeds (0. She'llbe your backup, and
shell have
Terygasped. oo T supposed o go wandioss?”
* Noville sighed. Tory's Protege kel ind itwon't
beany :
Tory adod i oo, oo oo 1o ook bu ther blue eyes. “Alight, That maks h i w vith
adma. g :

“You do that” Neville nodded. “Emie, |want you and .
“—or. a hiding. * Emie finished. Not a problem, oid chap. Tl see 1o it”
“Seamus...” i iy bt Ineed you"
“Hell, Fearloss Loadi v 3
| 3 But would 7 1o send word to our alies ouiside? ke sure they andaotof

{anachokag i rPlicaono of U Nowlo g, s del”
amus “Then il be onit straight

briiere maybe d
1 ot o Kesp st rom shkig i ven ko 1 s far o xcama o acrens o someiig e of aof L ogeter— s e et 1 comr 11 1 o T ahr men clasped Bt o s ad s oves
scrme

O et et pan Ty moaned,
TERRY! “Whatare you..?"

“Cotpleribs,” he muttred trickl, ten spat 3 foor,"Couple toeth. Hurts”

“He got he whole thing out” Padma nodded, letting Michael take her piace at T o y used to practice ls. ‘Everyone was 5o shocked 1o see him and
what he ha e o oy o it fire athi i cauldrons, and them and gotien
ey ey marage o work oo ety 03

didit, Ter
‘A envous wreckis e ricest way o pu 1 Jack laughec, nodding e head ovards Tery. o shou o, et oke's bean pacig a ut i he foornhere. Fyod besn another e inues, we were going 0 o o e i o someting o

ratwas e reackon? Nodbe ko

1 they believe it do you think?”

Padma nodded quickly. “On, defintely. the. bel Iready heard, I realized we knew. And the D.A. defintely befieved, because
“How are they?” Andrew's “The sixthy ngs had been by far the front of the crowd. Did
.* Padma said, : -
did
“Harry! Hary! Can | have your pictur, Hary!? Can I hiave a pocket int 10 buid a ., Hamy?! On, please, Hary, the next week and a half” Jack's voice was high and mocking in rather
i . .

Do of v walching you i over your own feetfr the first couple years, Fearess Leader” Seamus si houlders with “We'lllove you, we'll folow you, but Im afaid youll never
quite get s fo worship you.”

Tk  and Im the

“For example, it is generaly inadvisabie for a leader to confess * Emie teased. to make bold and inspiring speeches teling us that Terry's brave

Nevikostrugged.spreading s hands saldspricaigy | dort do speeches. How about | ust sathat Teny did a sl good b, hatfm glad 0 500 theve aacy gt Hm o s testh back and it ooks e tey'e making headway on the
you,and

Worna g o doformo:

“Sowhatnow?” T
thenwe turn n,” Nl repiied. | dor't think tonight”
“Careful, Nevile. ;
learing over o ki her or nd older than tirteen, tharks.”
“Then I worit be worried.”
" Aviana. 2
love," he said genty s there someting you wanted?”
She nodded. “ -
At shook erhesc, e cooked s g i bekonig ton s poied down s el b
forehead, noe i he tumed. Her face had fiushed, and her hand was pressed to her mouthin shock. *Hamy”
3 “Ariana, is there a boy - hand at eye level,‘—with black hair
a scar on his head that looks kind of ke a ightning bolt?”
a a ftar outh rnbaskoned agai. el whiried 1 thers, g st asch 1 m e bark 1t oders ikl “Seamis, sen o, Rserrosmerts, o
Michael, get things, you're le
He and he hed ¥ s tonight. people. Harry's back. We're going 1o set tings right”

000
Nevilo scrambled rough o porratso quickly hat h tipped on o sione sip, bitng back the ge foswear as s arkio umad under him. R wasntanying serios, s e Bt soe,but he was amostgrateul bocause it kot him from
P o be patienta

fowmaro agorirg m
T et never soemed s lng blor, b th door frly came o iow around he Jst b, an e broke k.8 shht g, g L bt ek oG excapt s o s P Sl s Beoa. Then ey wace e, and
a hoax,a tick, a cruel ok

Butitwasn'. They wer
Rary oo, and Hermione were me 4y wer alve, and ey weto ook  al i s b s e el way cpen o rear g mnsew o th it siting oo, coming witin inches of aig 8 he scrambed ove the
arteiece

it Nevill was hugging Ron now, then Her feh offher again,
hoped for, and g ted, g -
™ ougt the Boy WhoL
Novilo, o you?"
He paused a moment, wondefing how to answer that,then realized that all tiree of them were merely st Sil refused at the faded remains of the black eye Crabbe ha
heniim. Nevl gt t s fce, Wrat? THs?" Thlooks and Hemies's Uy were arsver enogh, nd 1 damsd  casal.“Ths s rohg. Seams s verse s - e e e tovends e gt Sre v oo
Rl strtod o back ot mar, b sopped facng i the others, he bad for help. the Hogshead as a means of
“On, Ab, .
“Couple Longbottom? There': -

He nodded, “Iknow, willyou? Tharks a ot
There was o time s I Harry was moving th's quickly, 10 slow hings up. He was a \ and he understood back up onto the.

tho waist, p after i,

e stopped, Harry, lingered E " he said, fives twico.

frbortmearick :
Then Hary had folowed them bough,and Nevilelea e viay back down e briskly Ithrobbing take a look at it propery. Ron was looking around in

by s befors th st of e year” Newle o e, rowningsight. s 106 ryting Tt o e f g s o o b o o crsos v arancos and Dosth Estrs
Demertors wait

e e e mw backvards so ht e coud ok at hm s e spoke, iy y i 2 for fear “Never mind that su..& it tue? Did you break into Grngotss? Did you
e A kong ene coks o iy e o 15 ums
butnot caring. O, droading s -
. Ront
E " F \ Harry, it i 1o something.”
oure gt Hory noded. Nevik k v
ot he ssue, , and gears quicky, s fr s been..."he
estaiod, . forit Wl it -
Those two Death Eaters who teach nere?”
butheld it back. e Carmows.”
“Like Umbridge?” Ron queried.
“Nah, they make her ook tame... e contined L 16 worst o i, nover quit Iing, ut iving o details and gossing
o " i e tree
oftrem
dismiss that. Afer al, wp sraight, Hary
had o . and e
o dismiss o ok ot s ar o gsss. vt o ko enin Gl o s G o Buow; o i satesd oo f s bssnt b bk s oy
o
Som 100 much. Yt Harmy, Ron, and atered atal. it

e thinne

rowethe e Joaked a thom, and heir sinbore e pirk patches ofneviy-hecled e here and e, it veral, oy louken e Koy Ron ant Hormione: No e scars bl v cd 300 i Ine o hr eyen, o o m e el s

bitierness in their

Theywer nearing heschool now and head sighy the three anentire the, if

least four

Ronwas asingrow ey ere, inac heading hack o Hogware i oVl s ot e eoving T ot ermaparsed gancs Couees Yot s6o- Kl ok anaa i wpers e thr door hd s ppesred srurd e fralberd
e here.

who itsI” b cried. “Didn't el you
Harry was right befnd him, and the room seemed i oot e momert s ot ampesead Aok el of o wienos and o srge oward i, buing im and moments tr o and Hornioe as wl i sobing hgs and back-

ing embraces, uffing thir hair and Kissi ‘wonderf, the sounds of puse joy and hope fulled, but Novills know tha tis coud go on all
night, and there was o ime.

uth and shouted above the din. “OKAY, okay, caim down!”
Dutiuly, the D.A. backed of, sl g again.staring h "

“Room of Requramen of cousel” Nl repled: Surpassed ol s K He ralzad oty o ckaly g e abas et erforca ot orlmpld 57 s ilainod queky "o Catowswere hasig o, o |
ahi i is what | found!" He paused a Well, itwas a load smalk i one hammock

rgings. But v
) .
No forward, waving 195 's a proper hideout, here, the. it oper el nd he.
; iy ot our
youdose th oopholes! Nevle's e mar”
Iy Neville said ] balf, and / and wishing oeat tote . Iwent
brushing his red hair ina Yeah, wel, foad's one of the five exceptions fo Gamp's Law of Elemental Transfiguration.” A
i

“50 we've been hidin' out here for nearly two weeks," Seamus continued, and Nevile didn't bother to correct hm that it was actually more like three, given that the Lieutenant had been unconscious for most of the first. And it ust makes more.
W

Erie ot ot appuared o e oo of s ssircass it werk 10 1 pper o an Newls winked with a nd fis wife
et have been lart. Fo boho e given th recess it sl rgered n e Pazsl eyes, ok us rat o b o 1, Vo e Sl T 1o ey Trre s boer 50 mary oo, e boo g 665 . W sou
ch. You dict break info Gringe
eyt Nl rocded quckly And oo dragnn s true ool
DA. . and Panat :
e beneath him.
catching
Nevill horified look he was, o
imited o pe and Ron, leaning if

kg roting butseriveness o s on 3 scs but daving s wand evoticd st s sde. Nevile ut s ow e on R arm, ey yark Him o of e wayor sk tim o 35 needad. ‘A you s igh Hay?” e asked
Sobcy, Wantls s connt expectyoire
Thore was a Shako of e fouslod black ead, hen v aroen ovos apere agan,ard thy were i, a e vague, a e ratted, b verymch Hary's.

" he said shakily, “we need o get qoing.” He looked hard at Ron and Hermione, as if ryina



ed in hand, bouncing 1ger fora g o

do, then, Hamy? What's the plan?”
“Plan?” Harry echosd the word s if he had never heard it befor “The color il had  and
catch im again. “Well he said vaguely, He i

D.

 ‘getoutof here'?” he

: . i skin. do—
Whatis 7 Nevls pessed

- lcanttel

Novil ownad desply Suts,gossed-over biifing or o, inpan o ot bunch of kid sl wizard the benefit o the doubt. He didn', afer al, have any idea what exacty
happened from YourKnow-Who, right?

“Wel, yeah—*

“Then we'l help you” Nevile repied fimnly, reaizing that he was going to have to take the lead afler all. Harry was back, but he was also sick or hurt or...something a ot worse than it had first seemed. All around therm, the D A. was on their feet.
poised for P

Wy Novilasked gl

‘Becatse . . . — I mean, ho wanted us 0 6o i ust e tre of s
Roncotred ' i,

" he agroed. homd s Dumblodore.” Ho

lock Loyalto you"
“Look... Hamy sarted to reply. but st then inunison, wards 1o emerge.
We gotyour message, Nevle! Helo, you vee, "The soft. beore Luna's pale face and ong blonde hair appe: . and Nevilefot i
o

Then another face appeare, handsome and dark-skimned, with a familar bight grin, and Seamus s best iend. Witha e boled forvard,
Thomas ina

Lura v being helped doun by Michael and Tery - who's face was sill iscolored, b who had alhervise been ful estored by th aterions o s Housermaies — and she locked around o foom a i she had simply been gone for the
‘weckend. Hi, everyone,”she said lihty, “Oh, it great o be back!
“Lna: ary eyt re ou o ee? owcdyou7

“Isent for her The message HP back. App to HgsH. I time. - pr » we
e ats watLmears Lo said iy cam sy e o g ot e of oguars”
Do iy fm  and then
Tory's face, 8 -
oty N !
again, and ou; the tains and that it seer " p. ther
i L i bit annoyed. He wants a ki s tumed :
L d hen tumed, . . she said have
q fohr o oussrate, more thana him, but he
in closer

Harry?"
Thero s one” o frencd o tarowed 1 e ol e w20 e ine. bomvseront i e wic tat o e st me, Nevlebegan o irk et maybe Hary ha o mre dea whatwas ging o e retofhom — ot stat
s, but

urm\lhrg ey
Fre however. " . .

Doan st ne A rappe aruSeas shodor s e puld e Glaon o s pockel s o rnd. e Faving v e osiags i g i back o wor s TG Ho esiato,bing s ip and
“Tlihave to geta
oo oaked notrecs oo a vand—7

3 re

demanded
Hany birked. Clearty, “What?

y can help.” 1o his friend, and a look features. nd o

then firall them. “Okay...”
Everyting fell completely silet. Harry icked his ips nervousy,then took a deep breath, There's. to find row-Who. Rmight
gle on . for instance?”
is was it? Founder's obje und and discarded by t nihs tolook
Youk e bfre L s, Wel ey e mber, H g
. is fost, Luna poit

Wt as st oy ke
Gho sugged. Certures ago. ey sy says Paople have looked, but...” she looked around to the others, hoping fo be corrected, ...no one’s ever found a race of i, have they?

o faco sank as al et Housemals shock et heads auioly.
Ron e oy, but -

beat h Rondig for. A year. Oniy he three of them. And he did looking for. Had
mindin his old aga?
kg o and s a kind of crown,” with the tip of his finger,
have magica popertes, enhance hewisdom of e wearet”
Luna nodded eagerly “es. Daccys Wiackeput sotons-—
- or

o
T arevr 1 notcome ol o4 oy Sy 116 208, s a5 dramaicaly s oy e e fst fime, and he swayed on his feet or a moment, s hand ciutching to the scar so hard that his fisgemils left it red crescents in the
skin on either b,

“Listen, he said, butfm going fike. Wit for me here and
keep, you know -* he gave Ron and Hermione a sigrificant ook - the other one safe.”
Cho stood, a ook b d jealous the end of e been siting. "No, L she grabbed the
. “wont you, Luna?"
“Oooh,yes"L her head. 1d ike to."
e scamned the room. -
“Over here.” Nevil lead the towards. ‘he door was hidden — where their exit was if they managed to before.
opening nd sotheyve
tofind it Only rouble toond Bo carof,

Hany nodded,

i “The fook of togoon, itor not, or not. The ook of bowed, and His mouth bent up at the
comers, but he green eyes showed no sign of humor. “No proble,”he nodded, “see you ina bit.”

shadows and twists of e staircase, o stand there. His whole hrob a steady

o “This was not how he had imagined things, nd ! Pol. Was.
itHarry
Shencs Ingrod s /s deparre, e enre DA i and now e e, 3 *So, Ron, we've a up o do

Potier that way

btk cr of ourge and g el vares Seamus,but Homione and esh wors b st and e focksoid Shet s B S0 p a5 by e s i i, Nl
i ur

e hchasrsood as dark side. by We've boen

boon Going, an 7o o Novilo stred with i tho auhorty he coud mustr a Ron, Michaol and Seamus inum,* - has any ightfo say ey vo had a batir o worso

yosrhan o ober,orlo pretend o we kraw s gor onyel”

Have b dolng, bt e 1 ..y reramber, W' sckarsrw. el s, and we™ esdy o g L woud
o ras 3 1 e of v o what v s hrt, Coee 15 gy actaly, and

oo R‘adymﬁgm o sy to e,
1, whate

getup on him. We hadn't really goten that far
/o have,” Ermie said firiy

b b but hink itd be a lot easier if we had some help rather than just ying to...” He hesitated, then shrugged. “Actuall, 1 dorit know how Harry thought he'd

oo y o
ot portait. Hi \ M. Macmilan. Ther Death E now, re

and way”
Tony said someting iy fou,and ozon heads snapped in s direction n surprise. Tho Ravenciaw shrugged unashamody. “Sometimes, those words are te most appropriat, and | porsonally cait tirk of a btier way to expross how
nbelievably deep i twe appear to be.

E Kingsley,tharks or the warring. How many Order are coming with oL

The . Molly, Bil, Fleur, “The Lupins. Possibly Doge.”
e foune, The rest woit come? Why 7"
there is o rest. beenin the Order. They’ 3 o youand
myselare al that romairs.”Shacklabol confessed sad.
Nevile nodded, ning tolook ket bythe “Alright Wood ind actually...” His eyes.
“You'e into Quidditch, pro yrealylike?”
for for Chariie too, us anyone from Europe
‘whatever we need 1o do. London, Godric's Holk | Oftery St. Catchpole.
ey ocked esie. Ty woukdit ot o «m murs ‘mugh‘
“Not hours. Harry knows, he can—*
k. e know;" Dean said, then glanced at Shacklebol.
“ thoy
“Did Quidditch?” Oliver his hair ruffled than Neville remembered, weav\ra feans and Quiddich boos nder o bight e obes o Puddemers Uied.  sleck broamstck
Ho grimed a5 ho caw trr ‘George! Macrnilan! Chang! Comer! You're
allin s oo,
“The Sword of Gryffindor,” Michael announced. “And he's
, would ever He pointed to her vith a teasing
smile. “Miss Granger wans to add something, | believe.”
Wedontens e Swor 1 Youwhat we
Ron pointed out o her, ‘s Something we're oo to need to repiace.”
“Ony N .
Ron made 3 teribe oise. Harsh ad rasing Sound a5 though ho were choking 0 geath on an immerse wad of phieg, and sveryone surouring im ind disgt Vet he did not
For. nt
Showsslaokirgat! ot vw wry arily. "Ror
Thots st wbat we necl Gom on We'e geing fo e batroom” put up a prope Ron had Hermione: aragging her members of the D A.
anaLoaradien
Ginny tied 1o shout afer them, but it was 100 late. Before anyone really had a chance 1o recognize what had happened, Harry's friends were gone, and several dozen people tumed expectantly towards Fred and George, as though they coud
- 5 ; head toward: “m starting nd 3
000
The rst of Wood's old y him, but he had agreed quickly to send iord to pros to change plans and reinforcements. As the Order arived,
ile made, ’s own actions. retching, stripping off
w
Ermie had already sent penparte way down the passage, a bundle of the D.A's gifs and letters . but Joss Pt tud sk door swung now. He
seamed f arying rore oumed thn v restof e, o e s stippa suay SalyArve's shoslces, seaing o magic to chmi ihing eome uore. Novilo crossed 1o s Herd 25 ho
mie.
He looked up, one fair eyebrow lfing. Do you need sume\hmj old chap?”
you know”
s 114 th hazol ey were as resolo as ey were o st tme he his friend's deeper, ago."! with her, 1l be honest, espe
ugf eyes -
houder fimiy. ki i baby. , Macmillan”
I 3 T s " Ernie siled, himself. *Oh, You
dainganyting stpia”
»cw course.”
ke *Emie b
e “Oh, and Emie. .”
“es?
Ermie laughed, but h 3 i standing by the door, his black. t the
e " He frowned, looking at L You

5 - . Hary, and the D A

“Wat first, Harry?" nd wizard. "Wt
“They're evacuating the younger kids and everyone's meeting i the Great Hallto get orgarized.” Hany took a deep breath, and he looked s though he could not believe his own words as he smiled at them and said the wiords they had been
vaitg o hearcome cukoftat ot ot eary e “We' g
Nevill gathering nd asif
them. ploy?”
P Jenrifer, and Rowan, check with the other Order. You two stay

ready, ough. e i Seamus. Ineed myoffcers!”

o 1 oo Gy Soama 1 ot yindors . Lot oo, COLNY Tror path o ko e o o e of e of seis n plamas and o ssormans of et rabbed dosks and s o versbeing
he had spoted briefly

oo p Commandert”
Wm e i ut il oy cold rnde o il bk apin b, ten added vards e . who were offering their f y huried past. "We're ready. si. We may have been caught in
ur rooms, and Tve. oo 5o 0 st s g s b 9o ot v iy ik ey s o
Teady o eportor Sy
Nevile

“Honesty, sir?" Coln laughed. I did t to myselt. Got something in my eye and forgot | can't feel what fm doing. Damned near blinded mysef;, but I fine now.” He hesitated, blushing a ltle. “Don't tell Demeiza, though. | haverit told her how it
eppered and Ay Jtig er assume s bave-

Tery pointed ahead huied into the Great Hall “See you again at the fial pianning session, victory party,
Ermie spifoff as well and Nevile stayed with Colin, casting around in ncreasing concern as he fried able.
The.

g ndl o quiet them.
When finally the last of the whispers had died down, she looked over them stemiy, but though her voice brooked no argument. he could see some of the excitemen and joy that he felt himself at the thought of ust ending it one way or another
spanang nrrevs Hary Potr s et

roar of cheers and Huffepu, roady soen ouched, adaked their feet, nd
ing, her lencing them. Withina making noise, o face her attenively. The her throa,
oy Boner ‘however, as delighied
teachers,
' b i
Neville and indisbelie. They e wasn'...afler everyihing, they were supposed to just tuck their tals between their Order
1 s feet. ” be whispered nge er”
“The evacuation,” k Prefocts, House and 3 3
3 3 3 the stone walk.  could
The Jauded,
Coiin's shouders tensed, he began to jump (o his foet, but Neville gmhbaﬂ T andi of o back o s paamas s yarked i frml ok dour wn again. 'Nomma( e ised, hon gancad slong e lenghof the G abe a o shocked
faces of the fouth it, back at him. “First of al,” voice 10 a low whisper as one of irying o plant fase:
lornaton abod o rubers s whet 1 do. Second, if she’ , Iswear. Ibolieve :
. piercing
e ae i e corapon e dons s s
A ral, fid of i
. scanning
Ho wasn't the “The cheers were Jaced and Novillo jance towards Colin as Harry. befing
him, the sleeve of his robe hing To tis refef, Coin struck down  and his angeic face showed no the else
around him.
5 " yiong Imust ask you, therefo

calmiy,and do as your Prefects

51 i ut off by arfer volo. HGh 37 Gk, s Fom ey suface 5 hugh he Gt e s speakig. and g i v st s, Nelo K sty rlywho 1 b, Voldrar, ™ Ko tat ou re

proparing o fight. Your

Tere wre Saveral 52554 3. Eling. v plocean confder i - fon ofhe most fare dark wizad ave, and scmewiers i h foom, & wich seramec, but eifher e esponse cou ot be heard,or he did ot care s e
i o v

Along, breathless pause foloved 3 “Give  and none Give me Harry Poter, and | shal leave the school untouched. Give me Harry Potter, and
you willbe rewarded. You have unil midnight”
Chapter 21: The Bate of Hoguerts.

Nine teachers! Eight Order! Al Thats fifty-four! Fity- ity ind Hermione. That's suicidel” Nevile siammed s hand
eac el doela vt oam g v arer ty e waria o' i o Sgh. bt
there'd pleasel”
“Hi. Longbotiom, they are notyours, and they are notsoiiers.” McGoragalr’s vice was iy, and any other ime, ho woud butright less. .”she continued,
; frustati he realized E they'e ready, | swear o you..Romikda took me down in our
Ora...”
He traled of as M. his voice kind but his eyes hard. “We've listened to i Nevile. We' bt the s no. We' g
we're going -
| s - tokil”
“Those children.” .t " Mol
that they have the O 1o TN oG v hoIN o 11 coner ieme, you 6 o0 it e 1 o o arce e s Ay 1 acly
pr o this caste.”
*Precisely, Pomona, |could - and there Neu toughness, Mr. Longbotiom, Yo . but
b Students,” steepiing his fingers under his a hair at the Staff Table “1am wiling (0 agree that they are atleast on
the Nymphadora. Hol M. Longbotiom.”
the term ‘ofcers’ did 3 been onthe tip of his t . but that he. restof
s, s
“Now: MoGonagattapped he abeop i erwand, a1 4 siands of ik bega o spread o e s, g ke  spdare 1 o  agram of 1o ool Wi i e matr rsohe, o s ccress e mter ofdston
“Wol b spiing ko sightdvsiors, oo atthe font doors. Pomon, you wil
o N ieraprd. oseing o e 2o st ok domn

Tor” cGonagal o ps ressed togerer . er voics ght
“The big ground-floor windows in the Great Hall. those are serious weaknesses in our defenses. And we need another team as a swing division, put them on broomsticks for speed: they go wherever they're needed most desperately at the



e ind then raised his
d sionce, “Nine, then, but we'l Yo i v o o s passages 3 1t wo aer wasi Ferson vl it arn bing s, Hae e e M
Grahgev s your son Artur?”
Lets .
hn Romun, Nevll,” There's the grounds, theyllbe them back from the casti as lo

11l o myself, then,” h repiied quickly, then courted off on his fingers. “You shouid take Parvati, Anthony, Stewart, Wayne, and Seamus for the grounds, too. Hannah, Michael, Lavender, and Terry for swing. Emie’s sirengih is defense - he worlt
b fom post o materwhat.Pu i on ths o door,ar e e st s s - Persets, Derek s Chis il i 1. Luw, Dol e, Ao Padins, nd Jak on . Lss, Worsg,Saky-Arve Hl, S
Mandy, -

Mg i Weasloy sto0t R ) but—
) and  of course. and X making absolutely sure
“Nevle,
“Seamus, Wayre, g for raw g * He stood, shaking L “Before we die, though, I never really tharked you properly for saving my ife. You make.
 Professor Lupin, :
rking sound, “Why, Nevile, told g
“Yoah,” Novillo noddo, part

Lupiis e ke o “Iwon' and

3  He nodded once more. “Good luck, Neville. i tolyour

et gancad o W wich o Lpin o, hon amod back oo oers, inimidatingly
complexspshirk e Nevil ad ave aven head . Even Sprot, wior e had everfoughtof ss & nar s mannw; o putafine of 3

o g bon 2 mamert rcarn o Srackabon shock ra i MeGarmgallan ipped vy o . bl Asbing e ick fger towards e yunge wizard s h siode lowards the doors it a g, suprsingygrace stde
i

“But my— he protested, and Shacklebolt shook hs head.
“You gave us what we needed. We have mirnules only. The others wil take the students you assigned them, we wiltake ours, and our post il be the front gates,”he glanced back over his shouder with a smile that lashed briliant white, “Which
means we shall be seeing action frst
The others were waiing ouside the double doors, and Nevile called out o s remairing Lisutenants ~ Seamus had aieady gone ih Lupin - while Shacklebol separated Parvati, Ryan, and Stewart o go ith them. | couldrit win it he said
bittery S0 wie're on our own.
Tery ook a deep breath and closed his eyes. ‘So few.
“Mors oy .o aound. B ou s can b n Agger aters n he manument Nevls Sl . st st 85 0 5 0u can, gy We's 1o g i 4 1y ors, i st bying Hary e, and h's o s oun iy o i
Emie, you hold Tery, m going twhere itlooks hot. Ths
isi, ton mius i, Any uestions”

head, but Tery aised “Ihave one.”

“Wratcoos s meart”
Neville frowned, baffied. Al what

Tony oo vt ko a e s, he vaved 2 hand around he enty hall. Oh all of . Life, the greater plan, the uiverse...what s the i -

it dimpled s cheeks.ouwarted  qeston.

His shouider at “Ihate a smart-
ass, Boot”
The Raverclaw Lisenant snapped him  cheeky s, “Good ko you o0, Commardert Then the . rer talliron
gates with their winged guardiar
Already, ho cou sce ' itk robed and sl masked s massedonth ot sde, an i eartvas racg, s breath ghtn s voat s i frgers rphd e warc. o e o many f e seemed nposeil ta o e
and than a mile away.

‘Why couldn't they understand? i was all el and go0d o wart to proect the younger ones — f ho had the option, he o 500 Kids who wer either — but if they really waned o buy Harry time,
eyneededs b vl o pay ol pice And ey wors osg s svonp g Rowan, win o amasng efoes o st a retas o of be s, ol it ncredi bravery and Suprisn it forleadersip ot
Friz to

“Commander” The shout snapped is eyes open, and he sucked In 8 shap breath s he saw Michael shooling across the s o eatonor speed drecty v . T young wizrd braked i broom arshy mere ches avay.

. Mike! i
insimuitaneous realzation.

Rwas midright

Thera was a siogl brath o uter e, id flashes as Light was the gates, warping and meling them, and it was al Neville could do
st

Agiant, | siammed i 5 building blocks, and Nevill inches into the
lawn, i Panat pinned. The black-robed figure dropped, and she spun away, her wand a blur as
“Mike! We noed

‘Ajagged chunk of stone had caugh the of the head, smashing  and the remairing side of his handsome face was frozen in a look of uncomprehending shock as whit fragmenis of shattered skl and

el et rothng, n h spared ol 50 mch a  second o skt o was s obouly eyerd ek, Hiwand srgped oerd o cast,ar o she bukdos ploded avy o debor b mesage Miael nvr o, o o v
e black oo, Someutere rom arorg the Deah Elers, a wlt' voice raised n a hih, keeringshiek of . and Nevle flta g of power Uat based o

abo.0
Rwas one minue past twehve. The Batlle of Hogwarts had begun.
o3 wero one, and they hd breached e the caste, all toughened sk
grounds like . o longe 3 9 hand o the other as
traycame at i oniosen
Ho foltthe. and been hit Pow bad it was, he heard a hid ang
v loming e openl sk o e, Node o e oot m b
Ryan was on the gound, tiching n as feebl spasm The man had tumed inside o His jaw hung bizarly body had vomited
the edge of Nevle’s sleeve, setiing It smold  spinning
his grabbing
“Neviler twas Shacidebot, and the imposing Auror was a is side, a desp gash ripping blood down the side of s neck as e
younger wizard, “Ther e
T o st 1 akomlodgn b i ih i et e h et f . Bt backed Sowy e b . Kooing i back o Shackibot s Pant i St han Stovert s wi e, ki bl and -
Panali d g hair on fire night air it fckof s vand
bob however, and he jerked oo b s, oo 15 9o serenir et o nmbes o

omel
Poiing s wand t e pi of b e ichaead flen h sumroned o boom, Kokng off e o e af e ettt s n i rand. st oraging o i s Soat 2 t ocketed p over s batie bolow. Ho waveros ey faling

he looked Nevile?! . are you~*
“Mandrakes!” He reached out, grabbing her arm urgently “Professor, Y -
ohyes!”  summoning comer by the door leading dding at Luna, who had
“Miss Lovegood, you hold the tower!”
2o, Proessc L side of he school.
They p: sor 2 3 “Boot, Bel. - "

et o trougn e caste, then” The glass sides of the greenhouses had been shattered in a dozen places, and the plants within writhed and thrashed i ignorant ourage of the shards of glass, hexes, and chil gt ai that had vioated their

then hesitated. I hand, he would be able iy, but he would be helpless, having
o . they were al as good as dead T Sccaped iy o iy 943 cou o, B .o b s S s o o s Nevile
a5 he would
The other tee had arved now, taking pils oftheir own and th Tory's. The
Not now.

“WE'RE GONG TO HAVE TO RUN LIKE HELL” . "STRAIGHT THROUGH THE CASTLE AND JUST HOPE WE DON'T GET HIT, THEN WE THROW THESE OVER THE WALLS
INTO THE DENSEST KNOTS OF DEATH EATERS WE CAN FIND!"
Thero woro rods al around,and oy s of a  fat sprin o broken gass of being replaced couse of arger and more worrisome pieces of sione that had been biasted from the.

For amoment, et h, I ‘and boting

e e g e momenth o of bers s pasa

and their beside
the entrance o the Hufflepulf common room and ran towards the stairs. He ook thern tree at a time, skidding sighty and barely managing to ling o hs volaile cargo as he tuned a sharp corer towards the corridor that would lead him o the
al.

Harry, as he passed. 3 0 find itwas that he
but there was no time. fighting.
seemed

the sightof a things inthe middle of a batte, and Nevile shouted back  hasty explanation over his shouider. “Mandrakes! Going to lob
them oer e vall ey orike i

“Then Harry had head of ther i Nl twico, hositated, and before yeling through to th Liowenant guarding the entrance.
ouside. “ERNE, LET US OUT! lrs NEV\LLE\“

it

fading.
ind Neville nodded hastily printed by, Sprout and hee harder now, his side beginring 1o ache with the warning shots of a wicked
stitch,but he did W around fi ' s
their
nd he ducked away from the blast of udden borfire. The pi to ash before ‘own cries, and he caught a moments glance of the former
Chaser's face contorted fike wax ) g a fckering pal .

o utrdsersos 1 akn, bt o reachs wer o, ho Dol s were sl b ol wilh rostarco sy cam Brosh, an el was v 1 s bat ot et o ot wers sl csred Lty ogoer
He skidded to a hal. lower

Dean Ealrs
. he how of Tery, Hal, and the wal. He felt sick, dizzy.
i head was p i hm fron : nd over untl X knees,
pain.
round, he saw that Temy and hausted as they (oo their attack, but Hal wax
aco Sl aosng blood where he had clawer oL WS o cars It agory. Newle (6l 2 stab of angsh e Fuflepuifs 1 o sty 2 et et v sbes, e i paadlo e
away, leaving him ust as vuinerable as thei inended targets.
ratofl for his hoight upper edge of the wall. For a moment, is
foo scabed agains o sons, hn s o ok and e, pullg st s enough o see across. fthey had been wrong, he knew, is
s ot had afeady mausied
the ground, teir imbs hi dos, boloaves ang Nevll tumed
back,
Tho rost of drowned ina .. and overywhere, . the batle pmssd ina single hd breath as p ‘mortared stones as a ticking rain of glass sparkied

impact As it canted,
Nele s o ot by o e bt cre 1o it of o, Witer e 1ad been s o aroot o sy oo o g s ot oscape e, o w7 SN o i o bauoRoR W P b

E 3 fing for air, her e get
1o cover again before the fighting resumed propery
e reason o e e they ran. Hagrid's brother ind the edge of the caste, bellowing he swiped Death Eaters witha re
but behind other giants, no s . and the stone walls him, leaving deep,
iplder«acksd dents inthe ma
wp samod, branci<hing h gargeye a the roarr of the o giars, and there was  bre!, the two mammoths had barreled into one another, grapping and slamming ino the.
For amoment it looked like the upper . and he jammed his hand inside. ind he opened the vast paim,
fotress Alamiar he tuet nd
o o o ooy amonennes,Cite o their bodi the stais all the way down to the path from where they.
o v o Devetcwns on e s o, s o s ugh his fing bodi b there were
many more where Greyback's monsters came from.
Orly Emie and  and d  shooting jots
him now, force of numb Lieutenantin
their ef
‘ i body, his the edge of e ind howled
vctory.
Hovas them, sending two
o shatiog ks ks bers ol i 1o b roue. T oo Fedom ahowed 1o s Ho wand, nd o dep rapid green jets, is hesitated a moment, then in a
single motion of fightering unison, they tumed and retreated.
his hand raised, fimiy, two of the
sy il s vid i boen g bars, oy bone. e mpossi i’ s pary, ied 1o tell
heyro ot nid!”
“Dean and \ve gm it thanks! over here. .fm. o  dear chuml” Neville tumed, looking where Emie had pointed, and his blood chiled. The Forbidden Forest was disgorging al of its
nightmares to
g Wayoe i rad com spritig o e sdge ofh dark woods, and cse i e, hei Fuods ofiy ey siing withhugar wore il of o casizad pidrs. The ees bt a srivered beneah o weigt as ey
g i
faling behnd ks i even ffom this distance. The spiders were mere feet away. Lupin fell back to help him, but a streak of green from one of the Death
Ono ol o s e U o bod)« o ik ardnes datenng, oo Wayne dropped to the ground and roled benoath e monse W like a dagg “The creature’s body it from within, ts
Nevl vas o o Morag bed the tossing it over ina crumple o h haul him to Hs
foet g Ho w3450 op1is ok s ofhe Tk roena ret S, Wi Loty 1 198 yeh. bt o, e, 8 v roe o harsclosod rare. i splls o et 1o othr 1 sprs i Doat  irsaike 4 oy
beganto cross o 14 o1 geatn orce e
oo X g o
spatout pieces of grass.
Adeep it enest e, b opened n e ground 2 og ind Mor i e
wands outstrelched, wait what i Nevile's
s ronce andshouHre wee g ow, e o e st sl e okl 300t opert o feces weo okig wp T o e S et oo o i o 2 et Lot and At ot o eheri of o
ones p (o the edge. What - how—
i . Commander!” Colin's thatlooked but e was beaming. R youguys wp here, and tower
down, and...well bind a Squib and a Healer just ine!"
pull her up. Ay, butas yet, none of
to decide what was going on enough to leave the bates Morag was staring at Colin as if she had naver saen him before, and she shook her dark aubum head in disbelief. "But ye didnae need ta

turmel in ke Nifflers, Creevey! We'da letye int fonit"
to come back in'the iy we went ou.” Colinexline, pasing o shoot e over e head tat dropped a

itwas hotter than hell, and even with a Freezing

o
ke our own door.”

ther .
»cnzzvzvv- Prof s . tuning (o see her jogging towards them, her stem face set in an expression of astonished outrage 1o a degree he had never seen before. Her tartan dressing
m, d E Longbottom! -
vt Novta, Profosso ook “The Professor'  and W around
them, g A
Neville found himself back (o back and Colin. ¥ing 10 explain. and— Protegol Levicorpus! —so did everyone | brought — Petificus Totalus!
educto! - with me!”

“And how many i that, Mr. Creevey?"
“Um... Relashiol All of them.”
“All of whom, Mr. Creevey?”

DA ried, but s ok g -
toleave. -

i handed (0 you, Muggle - o force us out. Go ahead and expel
me fwe're al alive tomorrow”
There was a duel, d her “Just be carefu, .
“WE'RE PUSHING THEM BACK, but her ‘he news. “Look! and

izing to i Everywher il dueh P
- s Professor, we've gota ~ Peakes,
40 you have a broom?”
o . .
~ 3 s - M.  and report back. Camelia, and
Isawa ad. Profes

Colin swore. Rwas a single word, . and s nd he gasped
o

ot he din.
o e ot spoken since December bt te oot e Fom b young s st rne cnddbarly b caled posch. s o b, koa, a sk of e agory sl s, b ge ¥t oy e vy young ety
capable of
Wi anoner s, Doris s mped i earing away he mask o roveal the bearded face of his own unce, Rudophis LeStange. The DeabhEaer grmed. bingg p i wand o shove  agart e s broa, bl Do moved
inhumanly fast, grabbing bunying ind pain, but it . The cherb's
is guise, and a “AVADAK Yo Son r

L and s leaving the.
s family.
Nevillo fol stunnod, numb, staring 3

X plaris. Now huny, Longbotiom”

d uned *Parkinson, Bagman, Whelan...youre with me, Let's gol”
i y i that
Hary~ i onoFopoof No. ly. Justact,
et Fight Lo
rmenvomes ad ke sovorl more s snc he had b hro s, and arg setos of heplaisvere bing I mp, wilerd s, bt hre wero i moe than onugh s uposes. Ho passed o ami of De's S and
Snargaluf, Venomous 3
gottenin. had 3 possible entry, and ho gripped his wand tighty as he lead s litle band towards the closest one. The room
nd forbidding, i cracked, ha
him.“Sinead, pass those around. Give some and He's let's see what
he can do that's useful. Camelia, you've got a free hand...cast a Patronus to Emie, tell him to get the hell away from the doors if he's st alive, and Dean oo, There's 3
Wero org oo arey s whers mosta e s seems bobecomig o
young witch nodded, adjusting her grip on the pot as she thrust her wand towards the door. A siler crow burst nto the air and soared were Nevile made a he
itself

He frowned, the sounds y close by, another sound; a low, ind Jack Sloper was sitting sumped against




wall in an immense pool of blood, his face ashen as he used his teeth to cinch his belt tightty around the jagged stump of his left thigh. There was no sign of the missing limb, but both hands were bumed black, and he looked up with an
 Commander, fm...fm sory.

s allight; he said butal right, ve saw the young wizard aive again. But it didit matter. Jack could stll speak, and he st had enough
mmmmsm S rormatos s’ o faney
“Donn..ounth ekt . They'snth caste, Comrnaar..buth s e back, 0. Good g, Wa'e st btof peogle” s eyes losing focus.
e youna marts Bigh, and e v pid
“Sinead, go right Get those. pods o We Viks el i ho St popary. Ty st e shot
Whenhe und the co nry hal, Death Eate
bt th ool dead and tho crav.mr‘; moaring. wiing wounded - Scatred acios he foor averyehers, ad 6 byallthe that had struck the air with a dense fog that

rendered the scene al the more impt
Cowetng s v o ot o clenge ovrds e st unmasked Doatn Eator s, Newlocharge 1o e il of e fay, A scaet Stemat sl by head 0 s o e var o gainst s ea,skig the et kst
beside a i, finging the Venor

o rmod, g
il the ir s th fightspilled nt the enry all property, and the loor was suden e lastof e ther crack, a spiteing of wood, o
One fig o olc but the other was a woman's body, those e L moaned,
singging
Terowas 3 brofmovemar oo ow o aruaniers, and
tis s

T rlosunface duked, and ol mma Trvot o o e P 2 Lovendor sflend, hr back arching s horfngrs scabbid h ot oakly The Suer st o s wrd with sch Boper ettt o 1o Dot

he wheeled, Curse,but just hen, 1d across the melee to

Ao e Profssor ey coved it e morel Mor for ey o wart e Here
e, grabbingLavrer's shouderand rlng e o

he fng another of the heavy crystal orbs, but Nevile did notlook to see ior did he care who her vicim was this time. He dropped to his

o e 145 worts ke sway'2 b oked down it mangld cnish ofhe onc.croamy st and h yes sha ad bean y they stared tive
oten bacom o
Al spleteing rash echoed irough the i, yanking Ns aerlon away o H Fend's bty an e amped ot feet,wand s s the doors Eie had 50 for so long g high
i of e monsos araciids wer crowdd 1l o deonay gl of avirg b etk mam-b»ss, o Nl was among th i ho Siayed,who i b et ho atack. o hld e of.keep hem ut._but pothing
foar. His logs
iy
“Don'thurt‘em, dorithist‘em!” Hagrd had Jtairs, brandishi xdmoristi
“HAGRD, NO!
. spidors now, vanisting in
X b , they retreated,
Hany folowed at a run, il screaming Hagid's name, and the sight of their last chance throwing himself away like that snapped Nevile out of it He began to charge forward, but his y was struck
creaking rumble.
from,ad then h was knocke 10 fo, o amainder of il Nevill
tried
Ho v pimod, s wand hand apped bencath i uslesh hld under e mon o weron b e iangeet of ho okt nope s i, o sgged, him ighter, yet they did
been cursed g0, and
e incaw Ihrcah;rahng hato. 'BELLATRXI"
She was eyes g t , and he thrashed even harder, no longer caring if it was fte. "Let me up! Or are you afraid to fight me now that I'm
ader e have & word
oo s oancd i cosely sring ahim e about o step on. “ddle Longbotiom's aw gwown up, id he? " She giggled. ever heard, then she.
tapped him lightly on the nose with her wand. “Crucio.”
the binding, obiterating, ak<

This was an Uniorgivaie, nd w3 worse ha 1t hd oo In o Doparimos of Hysloes bocaune e s $n had sean hingback, it boen st a astar o fighion Hay bcatsa s i o cou scroam, b coud wite ho
coud do rohng bt et n 2 sie of pues lomert and fee W mind owy begin 1 come apart at e seams, because she was iing . she wasrgoinglo W It and oh od oh god oh o s was bel
elmskeistopsommotes myohgodohgod.

o
ke e rope rapog on  hangrars rocse, the cure . Hi release through. the world in black and white
Romilda Vane holding her g
broken doors, pinned as v She looked
. " .
. opening bone and sicing of the.

10510p her ' s, and finally a thin, bubbiing ratte.

i d
LeSirange biowing him a iss.
‘et strangely, f her. nstead, it tag

Please, Harry...make this all vorth t.
Chapter 22: Darkest Before Dawn
“Commander! Commander Longbotiom!”
s ind ks der e Gl e o e s vice, and itcoukntbe...bu it  and this time, o, but gente, tender, trombing. Nevile,
an you hear me? Iknow youire st breathing. Open your eyes, baby.

o was st orbly sore, averynch of hin urig and achig as badly as had ater e fogging, but he ord s eyes open, and s fac . the severe powerf relef.
car wiioq o a dark har i
He licked his ips, and h “Gran? Wrat - 7
She i ansver immediately but ok s sep ack, v erwand,a e some of s the rubbie of Not waiting 3 be forcing
Jpetrfirive bangs and but he held himself back.  but they did not need im {0 be foolsh...f
, he'd be oo around, P for them rathor find out
nd “Tharks, Gran, just
Notme. Yots she. Tt yhatmatrs” Mool v s s o st v Sy e scavin e wreckage of e eyl aourd them. Bodies were everyhere, et Eate and defnder aike, but he et ofhe fgt had
hag
st apped me. And did hal” T 1 o ot st o e Gran. Her name was Milie.* A black-hooded figure, maskiess but sill  stranger to him, appeared at the
i 5
oo o oo firmiy d horified : tor”

3 breath under fis ingers. "I know that, Gran”

“You must not illher”
Rwas an order, not a requestor plea, and he looke /s broken bod . from her chest. fick
lmostprety wih e fasres o i o e due\s outside. But—"

Doritill e, Nevill” There was anicy, i nd her eyes buthad never

actually seen openly

ok bl ou k.

nd when it did sighty, “Then Harry -

] Hwe can
manage another hour and a halfor so, we'l have el

jycrpejiindsigiogtindugigion own anothr, and he scamned th room one ast i for sunivors befoe he stated lowards the enrance hmsel, more then ready now 1o g0 back (o the fiht, welcoming it even as an
o ot ctrorpassviy Fanyof nyffcor o

all around them, I of battle drawing nearer now as the fighters continued their rereat, then the cold, high voica that had rung.
holding his breath, L . youvil all die,
9 ¢

i, soaked the knoes of is ,ormaybe ayrat ouKnow o

could say such a ting o of  and the voice had assumed was supposed to tone, patronizing. "Lord il

of your
s e, b ng their through
b bveadws 110 e, or oen g onthe 5o o Simply Disapparte ey o e bk na s, vas b, for . time for o get water,

forthe
koot ot rished. speak no HaryPotr irecty o
me, have ot v yorsol U tho bt rocomfrences. Al 7aces of even o akacios kincess ensha, ok werds s Ko o oo T .1 3h ot 5 Foy Sl Hary ot s B0 v a1 or

m, i g  anothor voi
McGonagall ° e s copaie o g a0 oer pparate imo 1 of e exsance. B any casuatios andwe
shal retieve the rest when we have @ better idea of our numbers.

d the other. el and a heartoreak, but

they bore with them those who had not been so fortunate.
One of the Weasley twins was there — Fred or Goorge, he could image, imp and too them. Seamus, 1ong the fracki away, but woeping
caried him

openly as he cradled Dean, s dark head lo s Emie, his i e e r Ko HeGonsgat v ooy S
Morag

. Nevile's heart was a and i kisses, shouts and tears, and the batlefield retumed.
He . ifthere was time, and

T wars oo o aleady koem e Bl Dares, R, k. L Lander, ol P

oy lo0 manyof e were. Pecpe vere wakig n o, impig.nsome cases e coming on s on ks, oo tsolos ac isied i, ut mse e e o ooy wors oo o ot a1 o men
comrades 1o bear | Tho coniau. Fierce, tago o fel o his knees, bioot Kingsley and
once held the Staff fumiture A
pleasure 1o see youe stl with us, Commander”
iged itatall infact, and i M, Longhoti I soen”
Not knowing how to fespond to @ ‘when so many had ng him, he spoke quickly, tying o ignore it alogether. “We've got a lot missing..Terry, Pana, Professor Vector, Profossor Hooch, Wayne, Lisa,
Stophon. Camelia, Tommy, Rachel, Vicky, Pz, Aoy, ‘and Hannah. Tats proper  00.
the bodies are.”
" she said, and he recogrized the same emolioriess necessily in her eyes. “Take a few moments 1o get the wounded you do have up here where we can see o them, and then gather your able-bodied. You can have unil ten mines
“Professor, g
“Of course he's not going to tum himself in * Her tone. andhe going entirly. Bu she would not alow that.
vouldnt he'd 3
No- Tors wera o6 mary oher t4ngs 1o wory apaut. He faced the halagain e is heart cuiched as he saw th two ather st approd il o had b akig 1o onagal. Ronand Hamone, gathered i et of
his suprise, /- while Ron folded on her k her child's
body
hall. Someting felt regret g . butthe g, ar
be sensitive. "RONI"
d “Nevile...Merin's pants, mat :
“Where's Hary?"
them. The b ihen his mouth opened inlo a it o' of reaiization, and his Jaw set

331 med bkl Neull. s got cmeting o and-
Nl ‘agha:

“No, s okay, we- butthere was a b Well one way or «

S o ke hom ot Ferioe r Dok sga pouraing k. their separale ways and were reuniting again after decades, not months, but there was st a

“Mightss el Ron simgge, | ge o feing e s darce i Hay s one ey et

‘She nodded, her “Of course.” Ginny seemed y  he knew, but for the.

to0-ong e of her fiends on eiher side of him.

“Good. We're e ow on wands, we could use you two.” He paused, that he had made 3 gratefi, and he amended himsel. ‘I mean, after a, you guys have managed to get out of some.

Nevill took t, had apart, but
Hellwas hell it K ‘s Ay

000

O swostMeriis ey .4 G e aof " Seamus"\ic was & o AT f ror a1 oked sross e g  and Novill took a doep breath, not wanting to adit that he had

been tinking ver

Ry King oy Woase, on Weaey, Demelza Robins. Megan Bemard Dunstan. Luna Lovegood. kiarus Ute Waler Bel Tuehe peope Fifien couniing Erie, Seamis,

and himself. Fifteen of the D.A. who had d 10 be counted, their Pomirey, McGonagal, and

y Order member, . every
His eyes passed over the mangled remains of Emie’s hand, the daep bu seared across Seamus' back, the way Luna was favoring her left g, the empty, raw socket where Demelza’s ey had been. Orly Ron and Hermione did not properly

Neville forced “There. . gus. 3 We can'tgive
wre Tore vt iwans oo oo vponyou”
, and However, we 1g timo with their dead. L ¥ 3
disamn the the wand, stun ther 3 suffer, o 3
Howdo. ' 1 allthe rubdle...Im afraid -

He hesitated, tha, feeiing stupi considered it you, the need to 3

g bed o e had ast siept.

a soluon, however, - aren'tyou?”
n toher. r
Li e P i robes, the tick flannelof fthe “The flash was br but
Herione smied, her point made. “You should it Py is only a it bit rckier, but f Htheyre alive, you
i ifnot...”she trailed off.. itsaid the rest
“ouknow, He 8 , bushy hair
“Be honest Finnigan”
He laughed, not skipping a beat as he winked back. “Six of one...”
We' hour’ L friends.”
“Right” Nevill nodded, bloodstained splinter I ipifyou'e. it
‘here's danger. Erie, Falton, Rachel, Ron, \d hurry”
e femars of e DA scatered ko e mghL ihe moon hving sunk below e rees now leaing thngs dark Neville was , and he took a deep breath, tying 1o steel himsef for
give himsel and

thir bappiess.
" 8 momec. hers s oy a st ke s o he U of e war, e pishad pas o sadous tho st hours tad efon s mamon:coroentin i o e sy f e momens ersehe, g of s, b il of
wiing o Houso Cup
ivoat cenched infear. . ithad found her, 10 hal. is shoes.
T s P X Hagrid's hut. 3 more, and he knelt. Her wand gers, a
her knuckles, and his breath held, er neck.
Ruas
“Hannah...*The ram camo ina beatfess wisper, and h scooped her p o is ams is oyes and o hope,
g, 0 i vt bok s had o ot rre s 30 oo kg ks ot choche b 1 P v Ak 1wt . o oy o0, v 6 a5 o e gy
sgaiet o sice. ‘Enmente.”
sroncyesbirked sovrl “Nevile! Are - 2"
T vivseaim
Fora mamert. she s i cortied,renter tim, and her k. puling them ibs
alive, oh, . b b o o, e e T moc,varted e it e gt 146 s St thvough her hair, sid Serestone st o oo, ool
Skin of her back,
Al blood and death and brok and y 3 the kiss. He

“On, Hannah" e whispered, llove you so much....”

200
“Tlove sto raced oo of s jw it hor s, makig mmgasp Iwant to mary you, Nevile.”
He puled backa few inches, plrking aterinastorismert.

dying or wanting 1o feel ke a
. o course yes, but he couldn't, and he closed fis eyes as he shook his head. She let out

o
alitle cy of hut, and he winced. "But |
o, Horeah, Irealy do; he frced imsalIo openis yes and meet hers again Bu its

t over. This s just a ceasefire. We have just barely more than half an hour before we'l be fighting again, and if Harry — * he hesilated a moment,* -

To s supris 3 picked up her wand and got o her foet, Her
e bateteld. How many do we e BT
“Alitle less than forty st in fighting shape." he a
oo ke oo, o s et ke DA
“Total. And that's after al the D A. came back, even the kids. | orit know how long you were down.”

bt she tossed back her hair, -
“Great Hal”he motioned up towards the caste, standing up again. “Theye seeing well, Everyone’s But those of

e nodded, houl it X s
o, hi
Somontere comaons ot v o o o i 1 P ot & P ack i el s o ok Thers s o e o e o Syir, e Pl Ot Gl oo D i & W, oo e e Homrone g
them. The nearest lash was flom the pit where the D.A. had retumed, and he knew t would be Colin.
Neville hesitated, wondering if he shoud waste time on someone they knew [0 be beyond help, but he couldn't bear the idea of leaving their brave young Secret-Keeper discarded among their enermies, and he huried towards the side of the pit.
Lumos!

“Do youneed some help geting him up?”

He looked w, " Neville asked, ° thought you—"
i Jating the the use. n notas long as | can wield a
wand”
Nevill fought the urge 1o make a comment have suffered a g hi ed offif he could butinstead head towards Colin
© 3 i
“Iheard.” They worked Oliver reached down and
frounod "Bt Hary it fan-clu presicent?”
od By -
Treyuarsnors, Wood. By f them.” )
There was a long pauss the stairs. Oiver glanced up at the 3 the He
shifted his grip, . lone. Nevile.

Oliver vanished into the Great Hall with his burden, and Newle started to tum back t the grounds, then stopped. Thay coudrit have moro than thirty mirtes lef at most, and ther wero so many st out thore, and ho knew he knewhe'd been
Wheter , he would 3

bate resumed. He slumped t
s, ot realy, ickly as ho could forco himsel 10 100k for more bodies. His hand . ready to cast the the next, when fis oye.
caught something that made his heart plummet. n his mind's eye, he stil saw Terry as he had ' $




head to read.

i abandoned in J holar and e e i sl sy o aclp o e e of sy ot oy, snder, pecty syt van
had crushed o bodyand bert o impossible n siepped
onsince by one of the giarts, and a part of him st cung to hope L siting Torry and
eversince the Christmas Broak.
hardly any ight, but oh o, L

“Nevile.”

o “Biimey, Harry,
the other wizard, Iooking for a sword, a cup, a locket, a crown...but there was nothing. Harry's hands were empty. He hadt even drawn his wand.

‘And he looked. coudn'be. Forest, o Terry's am. “Where are you
going, alone?” he asked.

“There's ve goto do. L .
» .
o Hanyrepied i rssssigsmle ~Cotrse o, s somathg e, Bu mgh!bo ot of i 3 P ihis did not mean the Harry was going to make h o dolit, and he
itk o was oirg 0 appere ttrght Buthe simply
d logoon Nevile? He'
’\vehenvd yean wmummw
: . himselfto say ‘die. “Just in case they're — busy — and you get the chance
Nevill tapped the na-ms on-s wand. “Kill the snake?”
“Killthe srako
Alight oy R made s otof ctually, and he So thatwas where
oo oo Magic, and Dumbledore —
1
He looked at H 3 breathing s His b d in concer, “You'e okay, are you?”
“Im fine.” Harry i, . afteral.
Hary irod 13 9ot a s st mamert Nodlo foar. g ensure the task, itselr? foolish bolief

that this would
Neville reached out, grabbing the thin wiist n a unshakable grip, his voice itert. “We're all going 10 keep fihting, Harry. You know that?" He tied to pu everything in s eyes, waming and promise aiike, and Harry seemed to understand the ful
‘Weightoft, because his head saggod.

“Yeah, |.." " buthe

Maybe?
the wrist, o the you been h Orly human, maybe | and nd
ould be worth i tis year alone?
Leaving Harry o his fate, he retumed to his own. Terry was near the front doors, there was no chance of not being able fo find the body again, but he had spotied the pie of
iapsed. » I Help me find youl"
“Newle?” X . it 3
Ksped path that lead 1o the front entrance, and as he grow nearer, he saw someone moving in the shadows there. Then a hand raised inio the siver ight cast by the sturdy
animal, and he knew that warm bronze skin al too well. PARVATI"
Nevlle vauited over the hand, moment i sinouched s vas sof  young wilch's skin always held, but soft s if
ik i  caling hi weaker this g He knew the
itused, would again.
The young d puled g the ground, and the tips  dripping, meling paims. The beauiul, exotic
face was st " but her ied a e 100 large, her nose a it 00 long body.R had started low, hips
had or hbyinch
Ho knsll g bock oo o . O o
i 0y iitte Please. .Nevile.. et ther...bring her...”
el shook s e g o Not both o us..."
her togetner Panai gave a litte sob, twisted, and then she e i thick,
oo nq.m et soskod sov o the gace.
“Panal come, Over Nevile thought
e v hard pa  but s was I . because a
s troat, deeper ery.
‘Without a socond thought for tho friond ho had justost, he Jumped to hs feat, . crushing, disorientation, and then he was there, i the familiar corrdor outside.
the Room of Requiremet.
1g place and then their marred lie the rest of the caste, the ndoned, stone floor. To his
suprise, Y . and he spun, wand out, ooking o
Rwas Emie. ind at the sound of the Appariton, back Nevile, . and his mouth
X been plunged info free fal
Nl deDed Jo ke, oo ptEme o ke S tderand ol ovar . Hor o was b paet gt b e s fouch. Beside him, Erie tight ball of
grief, is hands clutched over his face as he Shook, the st od raining 1o the floor in place of smothered 2 fingers.
ForNeville i X
ive. names, tell ther st i

He grabbed her by both shouiders, shaking her hard. “Susan! Dammit, Susan! Come onl”
“She's not dead, is she?"
o elce sl 1, o e gespr st bk 1 A e o g wore i been fr s K how o, eked i e o of o e alcove ere s s o o stoo.She s mste sleenor e i g

“Becky,sir. Becky Shef 3 e seen,
o younger D merbers ke had managed t v
inthe her stomach, ndi “No, Becky,she's not”
vaiing s fsing g

“ou what?"
L1 go k" Backy wss g ot o s managed (0 Gasp ou the vords between Sobs. .. he stairs, and she came...back for Me...auss...here Weren'...any oIher...grownUpS ‘cept Fich and he woudn't and Madar. .. Madam

he said they had to keep...the Healer safe for everybody...and the door was I pub, but she. the DA...and. i I She looked up, her eyes huge, her round cheaks fiushed.
e i et o B ot boc

Ho looked at the burnt door, and Colin's words came back to him. Hotter than hell..t was glowng.... Obviously, there had beon a fire of some kind, but ho couidn't imagine what sort of blaze could have wroaked such torible damage on the.
it Not

Neville tned back to he, "So you had to figh
“We hid"

shad iy, and o held really really stil. Shield
Gharms and . and
the place....” She bit her ip, looking down at her bare foet. I was o scared almost puked.”
“Did they find you?"
“No. She was al d around i she jerked, i that
stayed st tl | heard M . looked at Ermie. " ind me. K she’s dead,
il help the baby?"
Neville had no idea. Sunive her mother's it while? ihing about any of this, hope, any this...Emie had said Cecily was
Uttatactie.
Ermio, P 3 g ' ho reached

ERNIEI” He yarked back, whiling in shock, and before s fiend's head had even o, Nexile had grabbed the uinjured hand, tiking it quickl with is wand before shoving it under the fods ofclot. ‘Eie, she has a puisef Not much, but it
s there! We'v got o

Emie Neville
hoist her o

Speed 3 asses, but he 3 g5 and ighter oad, w
as they flew down the broken hals, dodging danging beams, wheeling around gaping hoies in the flor, and forced to double back a halfdozen imes when they came to hallways that had colapsed compietaly into dead ends. Even at their
their refuge, hospital, and morgue.

nd “You are late, gent .
*SUSAN! | thoug
K ‘swinging Becky of offtowards the “They tried to id Kiling C thave been a ficochel, though,
because she's sl ave  barely”
. Professorl” Emie's “Please. .oh, pleass...

The . her bove her stomach, . her voice was
Kindly firm as sho shook hor head. “Emest, there’s nothing | can do for her. She's dying. I s . ts ivoived
“DAMN you one hand pain, but he diaitcare, o el ey g gold oo yari
et Hs s b, b, e lcked mors he had Thats h, my wife and my baby gir, and et o't v e o Yo e
Who myselfal year...you are going to

o0 2o o e ke Cuo ot boy?” and harsh, thero was.

a ug!

But Emie refused o be budged. He had released the Healer, but h the sympathy. the anger. . the numb andhis

voice broke in a bieeding sob. But Hary.
“Hlanys s iz, s, o e Worker, ams's s st of s R ko o, a2 Newle's surprse o rossd e uom andwrappsd one ong am srurd e i sdrs e gesies mors ity than s o e
expected from bt of Fro0 e b indarsiond. Ron may 1o have b 3 e or 3 i ul he ofer man Knew lose eshly srough - e Sou g peope back, n'd have
done ta ot of imes now”
“Hosundl Hosrted o Yo Koo HerselTrre's got b a v
red head shook sadly. “No one really knows hoy
foot, : nd o “His mothe gave her o for im.

Toas ot

o

ot e i, . ormions e dosm ans Nowls sousoe tors o m o Sfonn ey e ke Yo oot wa yur e nc e laces wih b, o b e, youcoud have tken he cise st

maybe, butit’s 00 late now”

L can'tbe. Iwon'tlott bo.” his voice, and Emie knef, & itch oure a He

heard, ever read. .a rumor...a legend...anything?

e ook hr b, and el 3 X
bady. He had to stay, be afignt even though o the doors and the leaving the four of tem surounding Susan's body in a knot of stilkraw

agony amid all e oher losses of the gt

e o hking er han s b of e sctering he dlcate fgers i Kases ar e, pen e sapped ar s oo coe 1, et o g o wed o s o s 2 tpped e o i e rger s wih e

b

Newle excrange o ook wih o ober o, bt Ronor sgged. o Hermions o iy hake ofbor o, as pued by Emi’s aclons s el il Th Lirant g b s wrapped around th vare an o irgs now,

itle
oty b oy o oy vt for Yo Dmtzc\ed Jou christed ou ar ket you s o 22 et s been Bream 1 o bocy” s cr  desp et i rane semenng o ne oy His s 1o the white skin oo

Time scamer 6 stop bowoen haaiboats,an 0 0ng Shockiers ansed 25 e wand Segan o iow iy at st arng Sudderty wih a fash o g et forced o al o avey fom i biring giar, When ey wero abl o ook

back again, Nevile gasped in shock.

Susaris ca yeswerscpan, brking incoksion, b o ook ad ooded bkt chae, s wers rod i, ar e chet was g i dase, g s
ded

nd, tnjng
and Nevile realized that she thought

she was, of the ruined caste, the corpse: piFifs g Hiospemms ppbpAsbrpt
Ho was bowed at her side as Ifin prayer, st on is knees, but the wand had rolled from his Her 3 p
achi L and
o “Susan, fm o
. The. grief, 3  and what he had to say was.

the worst the last, had hoar.

“Harry Potter is dead. lives for him. gone”

long and terible 's eyes had closed, and had already stood, aki

his wand, hard.
Hany. Dead. While running. Nevlie didnt know him so wel after al. The odd behavior, the passing on of the final task...none of it mattered, though, really. Hero or coward, whether he had failed o fled, The Chosen One, the Boy Who Lived was.
dead, and that meant...oh, but how how could he ever.

To wilingly give a ife. The most powerfu magic there was.

head high. wias time to — his final stand,
Ruas time to ond this.

(er 23: The Last Enemy
ived s finished. There must be no more war. Anyone who conlinues to resist, man, woman, or child, il be slaughiered, as il every member of

o
their family costa o 2 be forgiven,
“F's a tick! K's a stupid bloody off 2 ugh the Great Hall. His oty fushed, tighty into ists at his sides as he spunto
areateach of e n . mm you dare believe him! Harry's not
X 3 eg
'Pc\yjuca‘ ol
* Anny b pushed imsel His face was sil pale, is voice shaking around the.
fest, . and he shook /s right, a :
“He'd never run away” brother's defonse. rest of us, 1coud bel ang re
was doing 0 stop YouKrow-Who. She paused, » though.
hend, " think this was the plan”
. Viss Granger: ) .
“Harry...” She looked 3 her oyes, loting 3 g nsn. Vodemorsuved bacaus e st s 1 i b of ferrkpsces, and Hary e o e
Kill im forever, and He had itwas just tat, becat live whie the other survived, and | tirk that's why Harry
didrt take Ron and . because die too.” Her but defiance. ‘But . that means.
Her gaze had d g Hermione! Im o coward, ]
lite ginger sain all over he
s me.”
He had not shouted i, 10 im now, and he took a desp breath. “That prophecy could have
YouKnow - ¥ R -
He shrugged, ying “Prettysmar,really. 3 ofus he canjust
“Htis. w profie, Nevile, D
ot contyos? Searms o i witon, s hars s v e of o b o ayos e S ot o Sipp
bt black. ask why.
e nodded. meeting is last I . Seamus, t and I don'thirk they Il be see taken down. fm pretty sure | won'tast much onger
thanhe does. Wilyou...”
“With honor, Nevile.”
et Nowle chickld iy o Foarss Loade?”
“Voulook scared vitess
Fors oo . butitwould be a pale, ool hard. “lam.”
. and she im. He took i, shaking It frmy; i He waned
years, hoarios, but o adciad e ho'
say,but
Butsh d, o she seamed o, and er e vas a oo s o st v it T oo o Nl
Ho ik, surpisad.~oure ol
" Tknow you il
Novis opened o thark her Theyre here!”
Forest, nd the. the truth...but s0 had Voldemort
Tundred of beside

rest, ;
middle of the ine, ready 1o tear at the crumbiing stones again, but all eyes were on the two figures in the very canter of the army
atad com s dotoy e st of el ahimpts

Haghd wes st awafe oo o e Doded ki e s Kiles, and i e, shago bowed, i shdrs distarce, A nhis arms, okig s0
prosiny e o Who Lived. Desd
o g vl e ine 1 son o e ushakably s Professor, e ok on e s e —— o
)
a5 ne, oo hy b been plamng o ot e . Gashingou nlo h staps t et e te heaco. A ey came iside el realizd t s
s daun, ana y i
oo
[~ .
iere, Rots and Formino' i angush. g atiot
promices oyl ven ron,
SLENCER Vordomor oked s war,ae er was a barg and a st g, e Stoncing “His vt Ho sk, S 1im down, Hagrd,at my et hers o
bl
m",’;,w 4 o
e beatyo
o o Shter o ah o e ad h shos 156 anow e s css 1 it igher and iher il
i ouder bang ardbghot fash chod thm agan
o somet o . Now uhi . Showing of s prize, befrs e a chance to propery oy s
eopleor st aing a1t
e g

you
“He was killed” continued Voidemort, “while trying to sneak out of
X s enemy, as his wand came up, the Kiling Curse on the tp of his tongue, ready to fing it with all s

T long wend bra e o sy anorer brg.  fash, o Newlo o2 bogh h hd been ik by gt . Ho wasknocked cear of hefot. ing s h air b and bar,he wid kocked ot of i compltly e
cherry wand that was supposed (o have sruck
‘was fatedi 1o do this, and wand or no wand, there had to be a way.

Belatris g ‘ Lord! ber
i, yes, | remomber.
Jouts s
offea Ho had shays oo o x v oo, o e wos i b o oy s ik o And would be again, whether he knew it or
idering him. " tyou, my brave boy?"
nover S0, he' Rat 5 e knewit
was meant fo,
- We need yor i Nevle Lombenam

His moment’s hesitaton. i join yot " He raised his voice, al the atthe
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g  Soring Hat fom the Headmastor's offce.
Rwas a bizare thing and Neville frowned. o The heroism




Emie, Fritz, Rowan, Hannah, and all their

“The emblem, shield, Won'tthey, Nevile Longbottom?”
and coud
Jamme head, forcing it so low From i o o s of prton ot ore s 5 ol of vt om s Soah oo 15
citrer phigmr
o thrash, . oh, anything! tand ther

his hair caught, as his face bistered, scorched, He was going Jy as Katie had,

Bulten e pain sopped. Newle wondered al st f e nees hid simply ered v graning hm somo sma Tepriev befro e died, bul o h cou s el A sensaton ike coo waler pouted over the frred skinof i fae and

und him,

s e oo o s, oot aces. el con. bt et o 1 oo o 5. btred at omeeio. oo broken Ty oeked
and ey were smilng atfm nprico and loyay and love. Eie Toy Michaol. Pana. Coln. Pacima. Romida Jack. Doan. Demis. And mor.. there was Romny urastama n s rbes of Syherin greon, there vas Professor Lupin. looking
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ok ofthe Trivizard
They said nothing, have formed a back the flames, and he coud feel the His bumed heir against rd g
power He fexed i
nd g g
ol . “The old wizard smiked genty, b “Onlya e
Sword.”
1o pause, because he knew his aim would be tre, . & struck,
is grip, but the blade was razor sharp.
g severet | impotent thud
And now the morster was mortal,
the sword, 3 . topped.
The night had gone wikd i noise. Somewhere far behind him, he couid hear a roar,fifty voices raised in triumph as their own choers victory, fraction of it A
thousand fory ever promised, and
, theit pounding
had d who fung
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Nl 2 okt St e oo f . macosam, e abs 10 oot poo i ahock o1 v ot war brown lockod on soless ad n  mement o mposile, incomprehendig ey, Tron Hagrid' i roared above
cacophony, "HARRY - WHERE'S HARRY?I"

Ahundred heads snapped around, but Harry's body had vanished. Where it had lay at thir feet, there was only a paich where the detw was gone from th grass, and Nevile sucked in a gasp of shock. Had he — who had — but he ~ nothing made:

sense any more!
Kt mattr cana o Novlo whied, Ve inaly spotied.

Ewas Groyoack
Witha igh,eager nd e Death
Eaters and the \eadll\g sdge of them, led figure. had to be Charlie Weasley. They were heading for the castle, and in a single chilling flash of insight,
Nl rsiaed anty a momen. looking around desperalaly Jor 1 1, 1 e s 70190 f T ot 1 5 syt s i ioc fwood among o st of o arows and e it of it B4 1 s o

Sword, and his g1 on th thck it tgtaned as ho chased
o ity e o e 7 Where s Joemers ner ho e thestais come from? had ceased to mater. e inbatte

the bigger pictre.
Death had 0 bo taken one $ep ot a ime. and ight now.death was howing towards fiends who were broken and helpless, and ifay and been engaged ront steps. Nevilo
al e igner or
The batte folowed ) sreforof . and
alyand enemy alie 0 keep His pack were being . fling under heves and curses, even om. oun o but Greyback
and

U e hored betind, ho knew
e coud never make i e, but i o but
Greyback crumpled, clutching the g harsher notes of pain, lunging for the sword. His clawlike hands were only inches from closing on the hilt, but Fritz rolled over,
el coppad o 1 Tor, i o st ot 14 SWord a1 = es aganHo s paring o . Sk s i Gack Wt 1 i s 15,5 s 3T, 37 Pow v n i ot s 5o vas
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sag in his grip, harply of and Greyback i i I anything, he was pressing harder, soequ triumph, and there was a hideous, rasping bark of laughter as the iron bar slammed.
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“Mind i Ljoin you?"
Rwas Ron. s
“Three of you, are there?” he sneered. e met your sister now, you know.”
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suddered, Geped, tookhis. the sword fora vitims in
the tangled gray hai
‘There was a last, raling grow, and the
3 - bash, mate
“Severth year...” strugging”_ you'
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1 otdosn. Nk nodded, o 0 swoot b s oeeas il s 3ok o e o, Whores Vokdmort

the color
Under X ightng. the disarmed, and held
vanaishers. and nd
cicle of oniookers that had formed around the edges of the Hal.
Vaeror, daing Sk, UeCoragal o Sghom.
Belatisagairt Horn
vee g vere e of ki o by o yoars, i smod ten thei
Jukipedrion ighting . and head
“NOT MY DAUGHTER, YOU BITCHI"
s, outnto the . finging 1o the floor as she “OUT OF MY WAYI" A swipe of her wand shoved them back before they had a chance 10 protest, and the two women

r
For the fist few moments, Bellatrx was grinning, sneering at the prospect of an easy victim in this plump, middle-aged, matronly vioman, but the smile soon faded from her face entirely, replaced by a fierce snari of malicious conceniation. Mrs.
‘Weasley may have usod her wand primarly for cooking and ciearing, but sho was also the woman who had given Ginny her firebrand spirt,who had raised a Curse-Breaker and a dragon wrangor, and sho wai propolied now by the fierce inferno

R doing the same, but irs. Norshe yoled. Galbackl Gofback/ o s mia”
3 the two witches’ confrortation, and pponent, “What wil
happento you? Froddie?

Bellatix aughed, a shii, exhlarated, mocking laugh, s, buiged, the

he colapsed,
At the loss of s fina ally the most prized of hs ruthiess folowers, Voldemort screaimed, and his wand seemed to explode with power. McGonagall, Shacklebol, and Siughor were blasted fully off thir foet, huried across the hall fo colapse
Weasley.

“Protegol”

the
Hany Poter. Very, very much aiive.
“Harmy” Trey had seen i mistake. i
ik, that oy  those glasses, those eyes, that scar.
No, it was defintely Hary, and slowiy, his riend's , ever seen. h
hekr had nd
e
s Ron, Ginny, McGonagal, Luna, He nd held sinca his
retuminthe Hogshead.
| s ' - ofaleader, noticed
lowi augh, E . is 17" Ho motioned foweasa

i oy Ptler?

body. twas a simple, . butitwas H s justyou and me. good.

Beside him, Ron drew a thin, shuddering breath through clenched teeth, and Nevile reached out with his free hand, taking the other youths arm in a firm grip. It was s much comfort as restraini, and Ron made no move to throw him off as.
toribly, 3 “One

, the cords of of s \ do you,

sting
’Amldem was it, when my mother died to save me? Accident, when | decided to fight in that graveyard? Acciden, that | didit defend myself toright, and st sunived, and retumed to fight again?” The words came in a taunting it as they
foor.

ot word s eyes, final strike The dark mockingly.
\ and

Hamy never finched.
“But you did notl”
“—Imeantto, and y 3
Riddle, do you?

“You dare—*
credidly, Harry smiled. s, I m Ridal Want o hoar some, big mistake?”
T ioe oo Th it wis weogs wiod na S Dusmblodorss e sohbon o, conquered death, g ke an old waxwork? Love, which did not

He gave a tiny witch of the long wand, and under his hand, Newlle el Ron tense, o friend flom doing
muchmore

claimed no one wiling to. He was not
Not now when

ying 9 And 1. they'd
For o, thenhe spoke, “Just one thing*
i 3 1domot, -

“Ibelieve both”
For a momert, the statement, then slowy, . the gleaming folback folds of his hood, and he began to laugh & was a terible
sound. Bol. insanity

The ocho of younger “outhink “Than | than Lord Voldemor, who has performed magic that Dumbledore himself never dreamed of?”
“On, :

Spat the reply. "
“No, he was cleverer than you, a betler wizard, a better man.”

“You thought you did, but you were wrong.”
Dumbledore? Alive? it and suddenty,h image of 2 tambstone ina graieyard  vord said it was every.
‘and James Potter.
Tis Pt s ramimating, he coul broatho. anlhe Suion tebearable hope sozed i roat pairuly 2 fr 4 1t . Hi atlrion was cormpielely rh away fom e sandoft. ol was staring at th o of boies who bore ilrt
winess o the eason for hir sacrifce, and 45 eyes ingared on Emi, il cumple on is knoes at the end o he row: Suideri; e seemed notskampe b crouchec, and the though was 5o close, 5o neredine ra he coud almost see the
i aive and

on, et and ndor and

. Ihave seent, Potter, and
o . feeting
circle.
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“What childish dream is tris?"
‘Snape was Dumbledore’s, Dumbledore’s

it because of the thing you carit understand. You never saw Srape cast a Patronus, did you,
T il

“Ho desreg mv et o " he \ and of purer blood, -

snaw? Dmbidor’s a2t o cok) Dulodoe over 1t ovr alon T s oo 4 0 began o bl 1 Nl rest. T ol hrg vas 0 mch e omplcaod han o had evr uessed,and he s sre

ing. -On, Pott
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“tmatters ot

He infended ofthe
3 3 . and the Elder Wand, the Deathstick, the Wand of Destiny is
{ruly mine! Dumbledore’s last plan went wrong, Harry Pot

oul he Eldor Wand was 2 iy il A chidren's 5tnry‘ i o8 went o th war cuched n Vodemors g, inrges i sl Coud i acualy b 1us? I i was, hn accrting 1 th sy o outri bo bean vas st 28

i ing ifany
“Yeah, it ia.” - Y ik, and try for Riddle...”
fowinches “Whatis this?"

s your. i I B ry.. Ty for
Toudare = Voldemar hssed

3 s \ Riddle. proper g p was never the trve
milerol he EWder Wand. He never defeated Dumbedore.”

Janned, the wand's p
because ithad never been won from him!”
“But then, Potter, r raised last master's wishes! s poy
Riddle, do you?" ‘ g uol gt using i, doesn! Olivander?
The young wizard paused, leting in and hmsel, or easd, ey furd o e ot Novi b ot
bloody ip, of

Bofrs Neil coudcams p with s sason ity Hary e sough o s okl schooboy il st such e, Harys eyes e ocked bk on Vldemot, e coniued smooty e et ward rcognied
Dumbledore died, someone who never even aid a hand on it. The new master removed the wand from lizing o given i s aﬂeglaru
The i mstaro e Elder Wand was Draco ity
Voldemort was hest sing and dark robes, and for a momer

boon rero atal and 1o smied el comioncs Bt ot oo aters o s rs . P & s v o160 5 100 18 1 o 1 ot T e o o W o o il lore a1t vt Kt Y. o
attond to Draco Malfo
it youts 0. o ve issed your chance. | got e st | overpowered Draco waeks ago. 100k ths vard fom him- Ho gave the wand n is hand a e fick and Novilosaw Malfoy' fac fal even whier beneah the sool, s mouth

opening in a tiy, silent He coud almost, “Then he thought of the earting had been dropped inlo his hand, the look of sadistic power as the wand Harry now held was
poised over e Dark Mark. Amost
doesntit?” butit caried . X
now poised on the balisof i fee, and Novile coud actaly see. in his friend's neck, “Does the wand in your tor was D
the rue maser of the Elder Wand.
Asif the . and a vid, twas pushed to a further
i vitha
“Avada Kedavral
“Expelliarmus!”
The v iop it led, tohi ofthe
Gryfindor Q He clutched it A i hope, te 2 . hardly daring
less whie. His pal i of
 and he 3 nhato,
Rwas over. Tom Riddle was dead.
Chapter 24: By The Light of Day
ke fo fouch, to hug, 0 Kiss, grab, cheer or the Boy Who Lived,

the boy who had ended the righimare at
o i ormione e sre 1t . el vas ony a sscond befind ram, grabig Hany n e ambrsc, ughing st eed colldad with Rors, 2 ey sty et fand ard e st i i sttt apress

moment byLuna, by Mr and Mrs.

He reeled back, s leg. had slashed i, the b b his whole g bt he couldn't have cared less. Nevill warled (0 leap

e at o Aonee 1 ot b i o i v o long asl He but y

nstead he smirked down at the bocly, gathering a tick gob of spit and unleashing distorted face. spiatter and X Lithe Rose Zellr, a fourthyear Huflepuff gi, came
i leg behind her, b . “Flagrate!”

Nevile and several more of the survivors laughed in delight, but dark, strong arms reached down, ifting the gi away from o oy i atmoriahng Shike of e et nead. Lo i s Shackebol reprimanded frmy e cossn
deserve our attention any more. He's nothing now!

i “We see to our own frst, i Kingsle

Neville had o ime (0 either agree or o argue. More of the D A Harry, and to he found his hair, hugging him,
cries of . he was being . and

And the. now, supported rod-obed barely ciring oo varied a oo

with him. He. . gerty held 3 , made them fighting, o heal, ‘and wel. there would be a party, and he

He had begun o cry at some point, but they weren't proper tears, not yet. Ho coud foel them on s cheeks, hear he tremor i his own words, see is hands shaking, but he scialy o eny e, Tho rodbl pa nd s e dlton s
ancsed acnober ot a url a5 o spls il Tad rou ot o anar ans e i Do e o s ot He was 3 and it was dizzying

arou

e riireamen e incuded th famiies of nea al he tudents who had reined to fght n th frst wave of the batte,summoned by the desperate Hope tat they couldo someifng o hep ther chdren el brothers and sisters, el
nieces and nephews. ‘and bacause of the ones. it was.




o, for some closure, 100 late,
To his suprise, it was them, taking al their ives, Nevile

Ruas itseen. He could pr 1 nd

Sure ssorasio oMok s Sran V. o eyt gy wore s alowes 1 se0 yan it g hr L hesr st o b rild cutby o el Expling s, uhy o albrson o b s
‘and he had 1o lead them 1o the shredded heap they had walked

nd ' ind tharked i fo leading them, tharked him for raining the, thanked him for fightng at thir sde, and for being willng to see.
e for
Some had been closer than others, ] notto
he Chocolate Frog cards, and he had wamzd s Yougor rober o vt mﬂmu
9 ed never et He held swore to her her beliefs. He found nd the
F e stor
toars and o thom, tumed ot
oy y “ur tum, Commander”
hat e ok e head. dazed brought back.

Novls e o prtet. b o st it s e enory. e o raned, oust s head was spiving, and he scarcely notced that someone had set the Sword of Gryindor by s plte,that he Sunors had gobored s i s e
o h gashon s g, poured Skcle Gro Mo i goiefor n broken s Thy wro sarin e own soris,eihsing ovr earmisses and ho D Elers thoy ad each o and captr, and ided, smiling and
o oo i wsoss

Slowly, he nd, as he noticed g fom the eager it gathering. He tumed to Hannah, dropping his voice low to keep the question between the two
of them. “Where's Seamus
Dot oyt o2 4 ocked srund, g for th st rtth youg Mishman uasrouter o bo fund. " ontrow. Ho was e a it it ago-. v * She stood, craring see
Nevill stood, surprised “Guys -+
) Hey...” - g
Jeutenant was missing, but o one had seen im go. “Why dori't you use your Patronus, Nevile?” Demelza suggested. "We'l al be here when you get
back”
“No you wor'®” e replied firniy. “You'llbe in St Mungo's, Demel you 2
i o v
s, it ‘ o ~The young “ s
As one, they all stood, /@ victory cry.
He found Seamus in the Room of Requirement.
stead, larger
to smolder. Seamus had in thlr forme back s head bowed
ow,
the amber liquid barely fling it halfway. The tracks of them were visible on
bt ters vas o aoacf ‘Whamhe dom comirin here?"
Neville reached for his wand o corjure a mewhere. There wouid be time to find tlater. nstead, he simply knelt, feeling the stone floor stil warm through hs trousers.
“Lookingerjou Yod dsopesred, and  vas rted aboutyou”
“No need." He raised the “Jus’ havin' meselfa bt o a victory ip. You! fya like. . he did, ykoow. 3
o Gl fs a kiss, an’ .
d you're drunk
¥ the bleedi obiious.” tellya rue that”
“ThelwinDean' Ho ared avay i eyes. X ya -
“Ofcou He pulled a piece et leting “fm the one that And . Seamus. He didrit
“No, o he dint,an trt it Ihad s D'youknow of tyin inderin around for better part o' year ona
o bieedin' dea 0" i, or * Seamus' voice broke, and his head tpped downinto hs
i houl: ] ida al ended there. Couida been—
Nevile warted 3 3 e, but he coudrit
doing as th rest of them. How they had How ost,
o f Snape's ‘e loyalties' kg of b ver,veryfew b acilybeen ot nhe il nss. e Ron
' Ryar but Parvati, Colin, Lavender, T

i
“fd ke iy i heca v whet v, ot i o o o ron 1 B 15 g o St o i 2ach o o ot 5 o . e s e ke o h 50, h painefsing o b mbod by e

oty chualy * e said coldly

K the grave fya wil, but won't do no good.

i sl sy oo G, ks B g Cley bt b sbou -l b oy - accieg S e see 1 ke s st ol ars e o e b b e skt okt
getthe. he said, "and I xcept—

“jus'lemme be,
At oo pack v ot oy, ot it H raachos ot o b and ok e e bfore the ot izt couk prtes apping e ot Th i i shimmered, pled ot and Seamus sifd

e
 mate. tsg pain, its done. : “oure
louterart, ire one of Irave kot Please....
wasa feet “Fair nuff,F 3
“Tharks ” He slipped his hand away, then started towards the door, but then he paused and tumed back.Here " Nevile tossed the wand, her o catehit "1l give you the

“On, Nevile, marin,

“You dorit need a password anymore, mate.
Novlloooked 1 i surpis o e h had boa coiamplang e batersd garoye st gt 4 19 10 e ascmaser's offo. R was s1andng o fow s et W, ookig re and it sy, ks addly gy and b
uned. Whatareyouding e
\aw:d bloke needs it bad enough - and...er... he began to blush, the color of his nose and spreading
nsammmmmevmmm n overip
the looked more closely, Newlke nol\oed it o shiars wers o pulcou, e o i mussed, k thatlooked pup few hours. His eyebr "l
ikepﬂcaﬂy “Just...decided (o hang aro

“Andif : woud 17
To his amazement, the blush actually managed 1o darken, bordering now on posilively maroon at the height of Ron's cheekbones. “No...bul thats ‘cause 1old her to split whille | ot rd of whoever it was. But you don' need to go ruming o

“Actually that wouid fallunder things we need o catch up on.” Neville grimned.

them, the thought of i “Bimey, Nevile, you've -~
“Snogged? Changed? Grown up? Al of the above, yeah. But Im not gonna tell anyone, Ron, hat's your business. Well, yours and Hermione's, | guess.” He paused, and b
nd “ouall fight? You' o

“Im fine..." He took a deey griofa e ar aops Wi o ot e ooy weirdes plces how mary we've
oo o e sympepore. Yt o colo:and b ko s wae & boung pol b o and Hermione, actialy Evenone krew you o vers 1o be
honest, But L g
“fwon'twork." Ron's voice was quiet, gentie, and Nevile looked Up bemusedly
“Won't work?"

s fm guessing” sadiy him after Hary eft ifwe used all e together...and afer 3
B Harys mote o e st Erio 3 o i w0 that there’s no way, ‘ecen, atleast, That kind of sacrifice only works to prevent someone from dying. Once they're gone, Nevill, they're just

Rl it know what Ron e byt Hallows', and nfact, te thought ofasking Durmbledors ora way 0 bring back el st comvades it ven ocoured t i but e revs urt ronetheess, Ho shook i head,and s eice was
about hat.

ug!
Ho ‘then nodded, nin “Iwant to ask
you know? Prophecies? Was | ever anything, or was it all What kind this
cod ey
the questions, ow whistie. “Trat's a lot of Suf.”
“Tknow” d A thirk Seamus - " he jerked
“You should -
“What about you?” Nevile asked cautiously.
“Dort el muchof anyhin, ealy” Ron iroged. Vias saing o fora w50 Iwas tis Probably do then...donit know, o have to figure
though have a reason”
o) Newﬂes umto b supised Whenave you..7
“AtBils. the long fi “Oh, hel Ihad a ot of i ws more,
o oxpoce ke it :
“ou what?”

“Not prou of it and we
5419t fprlecv charmsso ek g agan or st o ot Slays i Bl in e e, an s i Fronch, 50 bere s Sty f i oot o gt .5 g0 5 o smes” 4 Shook i hoat i sk

Have
N s ek Propory ks 05 oo e gy e s wesk s wers g ot th oo of Reirament Ve 1 4 100 ey sl and se a sese f se-presenaton.Trark gaodess Erie, Derk,ard Wayne
believe me. He parses

“He what?"
*Spels. You know. Incendio, Incendius,Incendior, Incendiate, Incendiavis..."
“That k. Bizarre." Ron chuckled.

“Some of ther " He hesitated, frowning. “ou don' really know Halry alt ol o o Nt

“Ho ral sl gl ivoun o the doop end o e s 9 o ropery mag. ot oy s fod oot T m-m ot w2 i 2 ot ks e ot i . Bt 1 s T By i Lived, st
ident?”

ok ara s ook Gumo o
“Gotta come from a worid that's got those textbooks,” Ron pointed out. “Thing s, When he died, and
book that came out last summer?”
Nevilo made a face. *Skeetor's piece of dung? The Life and Lies of Albus Dumbledore 7"

ts the one.”

“Didnitread it Dori rink cual s ist Saly-
it fstod ‘ Butwhatof i7"
“Amessed 3 acualy died, ing. And toblab
©othe. ' ol Ik [ He needed il
100 Ron shuddered a ite, there was  haunled look n is eyes, and 0'ight 0 bold O my wand, Nevie, | ik it
) tointhe ond,
then cocked -

The blue eyes fed him with  frark, open sare. ‘Do you ik he' wpard coning g
“Ofay...” nd he -

You guys were busy al year, Hido,Camp Argu. Fightfor ur e, Hido. Camp. Arve. Fight o cu s, Hido

tioracharge o pece again.Ive done more swoar

G017 Nevilo prossec mays 1t e way Hary made 1 5ound DA 1 al 56 realy.seat o you pas o know? LIe Hworke ot a5 i as fom Lk a5 anhg else Youd think with o hose years 1 work o et Vokdemort was
coming back, Dumbedore wod ave hd 8 igher pan”

He was priv 10 @ ot more fom the Order” Ron relored. “No one expected Voldermort fast as ho did. nave a fow
more years at lest. and o one thousht Fudge woud just shove hs wand up his arse and ignre e wbol g Tt whataly ot i ot hol Oncetat Pappened, v - Dumbledoro (0 - as scraming b o st of i pans
“Idontink * Newil said bitery. i

e e clse.”
We didn have a choicel he ot beck s Wo tugh we'd No one told us anyting! pposed to Snape ruming the schooll s il the worse that he as
s - Novill cut of, is face e sirggled o find words s reign had boen ik, but Ron either had heard enough rom others afeady,
orhe coud

Fhe'd know o0 o you o now,Novil, T surohe woudFavo ld you someting, butwhen b was alvo 0 ke e decons,yo verent s esder s wasnt o reason o e o rostof Hoguart sy’ Roncoukdrt kesp anadge of

“Fair enough,” e sou Ao
Tho other wizard binked, stued. “What?”
“This whole year,”he said siowl, s been a fing hell. And now we've lost just enough of our friends that it hurts almost too bad to go on, bt there are st enough of us lef that t's a victory, and Voldemort's dead, Snape’s dead — and he.
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Nevlle tapped his own face, where the healing beneath the Soring Hat's flames had finally closed the cursed wounds, but where two long scars now ran from ear to chin, unnaturall smooth and white across his cheeks. ‘That's one thing
that is simplo. We'llnever forget”

Epiogue
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 9, 2013 - FFTEEN YEARS LATER
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I h, you keow that and—
The beet, boy's lps, as robes. Hannah was les, and she was losing badly. “Oh...dear...well at least
oo dortvor at e Vit
. the beote. today”
a face. "Youira leaving your robes at the door
Newlve rslssd o oo, S er  sugaesie sl Roall?
3 ind she leaned in ciosely. pque ightly
“Defiite nine so allof
“Yes, ma'am,” he nodded, 2
“Go ahead- She gave hm anoterqck s, he fioked e ward again, eting him experty, wrapping K of mud anyuhere else. “And doritforget,
nd they've 5
it lin, thanks. ight " He . There was a ' q
d Quickly. fow extra  and first homework s he.
“Late again, Professor?”
than a minute, M. Lupin,” E ' pecially -
Soverl ofh susers excranged oks of conlon bu o did ot expan e, ind genty. thad twenly years now, and it
iy o " 4
o guoessa s gul-An s oomet 1
“Eacy.and Stikssp s vy ool named Actualy,the [ yoar e s e el decidad  and | managed Drenched a and coudn' get
tho smell year, along with a Youguys are
Fiyears rom 20 yours 4 cnoui s poy v g e
Wrarar e big a7 Lupin seced sy
“Venomous Tertacia, Dewi's Srare, Snargaluf...” he grinmed, .. he good stff
g back ‘s atent Miss Tenser?”
o
“Nice try” ther "] the other gloving
ofthe gr
T boon yor Ieacher since Sprot et in your second yer,and sice..o.. e paused ina after | started, I've been geting questions about these —" Nevile tapped a finger

against the scars thatfan diagonaly actoss his cheeks, “—and about the wr. And Fve been teling you that you'e 100 young, that 1 el oo Wl I bong rnee. v sed Pl ot 1 ek you w1 e, bocane 1 oo e
frankly brbe you

- roal ones? the young S¢
Vs, itis. St works tor 3 e Semenng atroma. E ol




pass, Il tell them the whole story. Not what you get in Hogwarts: A
age, enough

History. Not what you'll find in old copies of the Prophet. The real thing. A lot of people wouid say you're too young to hear it, but the way | see it, if half the witches and wizards
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Niss Macillan, 'm going to make sure o tl it right.~
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